
ANCIENT MONUMENTS LABORATORY 


REPORT 


3386 


SERIES/No C01'frRl\I.J TOR 

J ay 1 ,81 

Saxon po~tery from Harrold 

TITLE Pit, Odell, Bedfordshire 


• 



D.1' • i'il l1i n 'o 1', .) .. , 


(DCE Cermnic PE~ t:r t!j .r)gy Pr - ~ e c" 


Do J;;-' ,'tment of Archaeolo gy, FJ1.j_'T'. t'sl ~ y o f ='ou-l-> ... - '1. 


_~ lFL.,0 .1 ):j CT ION 

A number of sampJ.es of Saxon pottery from rJ.'1"G8d (;on·J~,~xtr 

.' , ~ e b81ov-r) were submi tted for pyr'l1I1ination. /~ 11 the r;':10rds 

.c" ~Ln:L tially v5_ cwed with the Li:i_(J of a binocular :nicY'osc'oP0 

\ x 2 <..1), a.'1d a selcction were then stuuiec1 i1: thin :-~(:C"(;i01 J 

:JTJ.del.' '~];e Pc.~t:('ologjcal rnicroscop: .. The ob;F'ct cf the cu1 cJy r:)J ;'" 

\'/a~~ to s ee j_f the:ce was 3J1y s.ppr (.·, ,;::rtbJ E' .j j f f'cre nce J_n t.flO _:- ..J 'ri 

of tLr.! po-t;~ery from the site ovo!' a ~i)('rj() c~ '.) .7' ~;o me 150 ,V(.;ars . 

PET!i.Q~(I GJ JJ~l?~~)-2Rl Q 

]'ottery \'/as examined from the fo ll owinf, f e atu re' s: 

I) P2G3 ( in use after A.D. 524) • 

~~ :)1"8 () I ( in use after A.D. 573). 
'5 ) FJ2 3 ( constructed aftnr A.D .. 60'1) • 
4) Scuwn we..il (? CO A.D .. 685). 
5) ]'46 (Saxon .-pit , no dating available) .. 
6) F32 5 (Saocop pit, no datjng avaiJab18) • 

When vievled in the hand-spe cimen and under the binocu1ar 
mlcro8cope , the fabric of the majority of sherds appears to 

be ve:;oy similaro This is a hard, fairl.y rough s2J1dy fabric in 

various shades of dark grey~ Numerous quartz grains are scattere~ 

'throuchout the clay, often protrudjng through the surfaces and 

givinG tho mat8ri a.l a 'pimply' look, though some samples have 

received a l ight burnishtng to the outer surface, making i. t 

reasonably SL100th. Small pieces of sandstone and lime stone can 

usually be se en in most of the sherds. There is, howeve r, sorup 

7J isl);ll. v a riety :in the mate.d.al, ~ .e. ,axol'; -wr _l ·'(F ' r,] (8) C(' l tr. ~ ~ , ; 

H [ ·!O Y'(; than c.woI' a c;e amount of s (mCi~~ t one, r~nQ j-" 'l '; ";( -S) is 

' , (dn~;WJ1 : 1 t vesicular in appearance .. 
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Thin E:,8ct:Loning of selective sDmple~] corlj'j 'cmc the vi~~n:ll 

J r.l. l) !~ ic idcl1cifici::1t:Lon. The clay body of the shen: ;:) ana ly ze C:~ 

c onlains numerous grains of Quartz, and a scatter 0:C i'ragf.1 ;mts 

of qU8r t z semel stone and limeBtone, wi tIl the odd pi ec ~ of 

iO S f]j liferous shell present in SOlle of tl18 s ample s. The re i s 

thUEJ :no indication of any drallllltic char{';0 in the fabric, r "(l 

bJ tmpli c ation the source ( s), of '~he Odell pottery duri ng the 

';; ..~J:l od of oceupation of the si te. Odel1 i::: situate d on Bould C:1' 

C], 'I,)i.; w:i,th deposits of Great Oolite limestone, CornDl'ash, Oxford 

Clay a,":'ld Upper E stu.:r.'ine limestone situated close by, a nd 

NorthaDptonshi re Ironstone :3 miles to the north .. All the l'klte r :i. 8.1s 

prenent in the Odell pottery could have been obt8.~Lned '.·,it11:l.n a 

re2.Gon3,ble distance of the find-site, and there fW8ms n o pcl son 

to su::;poct an.ytlling other than a fo,irly IClcal origin. 


