
ANCIENT MONUMENTS LABORATORY 

. . 

REPORT 

3397 

• 

SERIES/No . CONTRACTOR 

AUTHOR . D FW1,1l1ams and D P S Peacock 
June 1981 , . 

TITLE 
AmphoraetrompoUndbury Camp. 

• Dorset • 

I 
-; 



(,:~ · .. · ... ·It~, ,. 

* JJ.l·'. lfilliaMIl, 1'h.D. and 1J.1'.fl. l'eacoc]" l'h.JJ. 

* (J)(m Gerarlic Petrolol<Y ]'roject) 

Department of Archaeolomr, University of Southampton ~ 

The amphorae sherf!" Wf!re classifio(] by fahric fl.n(] form an,l 

then I<ei~hod and counter\. The types represent'HI are Dressel 1 -

Pnscllal 1, Dre""el 2-4, Dr"s""l ;>0, J'nlichat 47, l'ort,h Africnrt 

cylin(]rical, lliv, Copt,ic "n(l h Ilunher or unas"igned type". '1'l", 

in context!=;. 

Total I<e ight of arlphorao 11 ,801 gm'l 

Totnl Il1tr~her of aMphorae shpI',ls 138 

,~ Total of_ each fahric 

ot Bv weight <Y' Dv count ,0 ,0 

Dr. 1 - l)as. 1 1 921 Hgms 10. 37~ 8 5 • 8~~ 

Dr. 2-4 121gf!\s 1 • OJ; 1 0.7% 

Dr. 20 7,7651:"'S 65 ,,8~~ 69 50.0% 

Pel. 47 2B4Hr.1'l 2 .4~~ 1 5 10. 9~~ 

N/African 56Hms O. 55~ 1 o. 75~ 

Div 30HM" o 0 J;~ 4 2. 9~~ 

Coptic 201(l'ls () '1(..1 
• £~/Q 1 0" 75~ 

Una""igned 2,307Hms 1 9 • 55~ 39 2B.3% 



Dre~~el 1 - Pa~cual 1 

Thi~ tYl'e of amphora is ,~har"cteri~tic of the Catalonia rnl:ion 

of Spain ann probahly cf',rried wine. The sherrls from l'oundbury 

are in my fabric 2 (lfilliftrls,19fllq), anel are light-buff to redrlish

buff 11i th frequent inclu!1ion~ of quartz and some felsl'ar. Lntn 

first century B.C. to pnrly first century A.D. in date. The sh"rc1.s 

which occur in Phase" Occul'"tion should therefore he regarned 

a~ residual, possihly fron the l're-.toman occupation of the site. 

])r81'1s81 2-4 

This type of aMphora wa" Made in a nUMher of places during the 

first and second cBnturie~ h.])., e.g. Italy, southern France and 

Spain, and was prohfthly llsB,l for carrying wine 0 Unstratified at 

Poundburyo 

Dre1'l~el 20 

j)ressel 20 amphorne COMe frOM the (}uadaleLuivir region of Spain, 

hetwe(Jn Seville and Gordoha, where t.hey were used principally 

for the transportation of olive-oil. 'i?hi1'l type of amphora ha1'l 

a wine da te-ran!(e fronl the pre·~!(oman Period 1 levels at Gamuloclunum 

to the third'/fourth centuries A.D. However, the numher of Dressel 

20 1'Iherds from late- cont"xt~ at }'onnellmry is surprising, for hy 

the thirn/fourth centnry the trRn" in this amphora was much reduced 

compared to the large consinnMents tllat reached Britain in the 

second century. It sngl~"sts that some of the Dressel 20 sherds 

from l'oundbury may !tn,vB heen derived from earlier levels o 

l'elich"t, 47 

\/ine-Rmphora, probably frO"1 southern liRnl, in particular the Rrea 

aronnd the month of the [Otan" , In Britain, these vessels d",tB 



from the latter lmlf of the first century A.D. to the he$(inninl~ 

of the third century, with the Plain concentration occurin~ 

durinl! the second half of the second century. The sherds which 

occur in Phase 4 occupation shoul<1 therefore he r,,!(arderi as~ 

residulll. 

North African cylindricrtl 

This type 0 r fLm]lhora is known to hrtve been made in the llyzacenrt 

re~ion of North Africa, Thesn aElphorae prohahly start'Hl "rrivin'! 

in ilritain during the thirtl century A.D, and inrportation l'lRy 

have continued into tlw fifth century. '.!hat is surprisin$; "t 

/late 
l'ounclbury is that only one shenl of this amphorae tyl''' is reprpsen ted 

(unstratifiecl). Onf) wonld have eXjJf)dted more evidence of North llfrican 

amphorae in contexts which are a~sumed to he late, 

Div (see Thomas,1,))')) 

The two-handled version at' this fonl first appears in the late 

fourth century and seerlS to last until the mid-seventh centllry. 

In Britain, this type is associated with post-Roman contexts, 

llowever, a similar form of l'licaceous amphora, hut witll only one 

handle, occurs in pre-fifth century levels (\{illiam~119R1b). As 

the }'oundbury material is cOl'lpo~()d of small bodysherd~, i t i~ no t. 

pos"ihle to say to which form they heloni~' A source in Asia Ninor 

for the Div amphonte seems likely. 

Coptic 

One gherd or fm BgYllti!1n !1mphora ty-p" from Phase 4 occupation, 

prohably to be dated fourth to seventh c'entury. 



SlImmpry of amphorao preS0,lLUIl t1w....llJ.fferent phases 

Iron Age / ~arlv !:MUtllO Ilri tish di teh 

Dr. 20 

1716. 

Pha.qe 3 occupation 

Dr. 20 

932,1074,1159,996, 13n, 901, :'71, 9913, 901, 1004, 99B. 

Pel. 47 

782. 

Unas"i<1netl 

1324, 998, 1667, 1276, lJ32. 

Pha'H! 3 cemetery 

Dr <1 20 

1 05?, 1330, 1367. 

Pel. 47 

1049, 1101. 

Unas'ligned 

10B6. 

Pht",e 3/4 destruction 

Dr. 20 

10(,0. 

1',,1, 47 

1 on . 



Iliv 

1019. 

Una.ssigned 

1))1,1060,1)25,1212. 

l'hn.!lO 4 occupation 

Dr. 1 - Pets. 1 

683, 1269. 

Dr. 20 

1)58,16)4,1)15,12)4, 12(i3', (,46,126),1257,1315. 

1'01. 47 

1296. 

Biv 

883. 

Contic 

1 0:' 2 • 

LA.. te l~oman cemetery 

Dr. 20 

1001, 1033, 1560, 38, 10),r, %9,1061,1373,1183,273,1)08,1079. 

Pel. 47 

1309. 

Unrt!l'lig'ne<l 

1663, 1665, 992, 1592, 642. 

Un,,;tratified. and Post I:omrtn ~llrviYrtl,,; 

Dr,1 - Pet,,;, 1 



-()-

Dr. :' -,I 

777. 

Dr t- ?O 

1067,1672',1677,338,174(,,579. 

1'el 47 

1 \; 75 • 

North African 

578. 

Biv 

596, 600. 

Una1'"irnecl 

'i'iR, 1676, 1747, 17, 5')0, 579. 
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PC 1657 Phase 3 occuJlation. 
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