
l 

oitiM;;WilNY ~NTI LAIORAVORY QEOPHYIICI.ICTaON 

MPORT ON MAGNeTOMETER SURvey 

"'WY: DANESHILL, BA.SINGS'I\)KE DA,..: 19/5/81 

........ 11/81 


1. 	 liTE 

01", ,...,••••: SU 651 542 (approx.) pl.I.... ­

~a mile to the NE of Basingstoke • 

...~: clay with gravel. rleading Beds. 

Ant........I••' MI....: Bronze Age crem1.ltion cemetery with later di tches 
exposed in trial trenches. 

I. SURVEY 


.....: to investigdte are;~ under threat al de route of new ro~d. 


C., 	 ............. , 
T,,. .. eurv.,: Traverses rer-orded A. t 1m interval Fl on 50m grid. .............: f J U J(f~d t.e R.....: 

1.....1...................ttl... - Y: 10 ylam 

X: 1: 200 acale 

C', 	.. ..... 

(I) 	.....................,: 

.......1: 10.13 .....11: 7.1 fill: 5.8 .10-~ S1 units/kg 


(0.5m depth) ( ditch fill ~ (.IIrI..............' 
(In 0.6m depth).. 

... 
..., ........... Ie: road construction pegs • 


.,'-'..... ........: loc;.;tion pJiln, wi th the posl tion of sienificant maf,net.ic 
anomalies. 

com, 


http:maf,net.ic


Conditions at this 8ite are not favourable for magnetic detection and only 
a limited range of archaeological features is likely to respond. The 80il 
ma.gnetic susceptibility readings show, as is often the case on gravel, no 
clear contrast betwecm samples of topsoil and subsoil. The readings are 
low, and the value obtained from the fill of one of the small excavated 
ditches is lower than from the surrounding subsoil. Earth-filled features 
are therefore unlikely to be detected in the absence of a local source of 
magnetic disturbance of the kind often a.ssociated with occupation or with 
industria.l activity. 

• 

The magnetic anomalies fOllnd are outlined on the site plan. There are none 
south of the new road (squares 7 and 8) in the area where the cremation urns 
were found, but the response from a cemetery is usually very incomplete even 
in favourable conditions. 

On the north side of the road v:iriolls small ditches, typically ~ wide when 
exposed at a depth of 50-1,.0 em, h:we been uncovered in 2m square test pits 
wi thin the area surveyed. Su.ch di tchee would be detectl1.ble criven good 
magnetic contrar.t between natural i)U~):joi.l and fill, but not in the conditions 
prevailing here. It T:d. .:;ht the:-e foI") be si,:;-nificl1n"t that the survey findinf;G 
Viere not completely neE;l1.tive, :'1l1d th:'1t, a iiteh,vdth another f1horter one 
parall e 1 to i. t, and a t l~HS t one pi t 'Im re found towards the north of the 
survey in sQuare 2. ThA survey provi(le~> no direct e'ridence for occupation 
or other activi ty apart from t.hh; pit and a p0'38 i ble feature in nquare 5, bu t 
the fact that the ditch :md the,~e fE:la1;ur():~ respond :l.t all might indtcate that 
square 2 is a focus of aetivi t;{ \'Ill i.Gh 1fl lacki t1e or less intensiva elsewhere 
on the site. 

The two south8rnrJoBt anor.1aU.8~1 in f)"jUill'A 5 ;l.re 1,'lrise uni.dentifiable metalli.c 
obJects. The third anonaly n8::J.rby ic: partly ob~~'-;ured by the d:isturbanee 
they create, but it may be 0 f :H(~haeoloGical origin. 
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