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Discussion
It ig clear that the textiles in this cemetery werd ol good

quality, but unforiviately they survive only in very deteriorated
condition. Fibres could be identified in tour cases, one weave
(Grave 1) orobably tlax, and ‘three unwoven threads, one bant, vouwsibly
flax {rave 44), and two of animal fibres, likely here tc¢ be sheopts
woul (Graves 41,A81%. ven where weove frageonts brve Leol preeerved
by the replacement of iheir 'ibres by metal oxides, appearanhces
often suggest that the threads had started to decay belore this
ocourred. The surfaces ol sume pieces are covered by a "s:kin",
which has to be removed before the weave can be clearly seen, a
feature noted on other sites; sometimes Lhis scems to have vreserved
the reticular marking of human skin, in other cases it suyggests
iteather. The latter effect can be produced by the crushing of
textile fibres by the weighl oi earth in o grave; fibrous Iragments
with a convincing leather-like appearance lound under a bronze bowl
5% ©nape, Suffolk, proved to be made up entirely of broken down
flax fibres from the cloth wrapeing the bowl (1.

Thae twill weaves, as Tar as can be Jjudged from small frasments
found in nine graves, are all Z-spun Four-shed (2/2) consiructions
of grod workmanship. The use of 4 spinning in warp and weft sugpests
these were probably simple diagonal twille; until ewmedbebdy after the
7th century the more decoraltive twill weaves, lozenges and chevrons,
normally have Z-spun warp and S-spun weft, when woven in wool, and
the appearance of the replaced twills from Portway East, their coarse
to medium counts, and pesition in the graves, suggest wool rather
than flax.

The tabby (plain) weavey, five in number, are more variable.
Tn tw~ cases the rather uneven appearance of the threads suggests
flaxs in one {(Grave 54.1. P'l, Jthe variation is so marked as to
sugpent a delibernte sell-stripo, or occasional throw of coarser
thread which mer perhaps hare been coloured.,

An indication that the quality ol texiiles in the settlement was
gzond is orapvided by the tablet—-woven braids tound in brooches 'rom
four women':, graves {Graven 1,25,38.52}, possibly decorating the

neckline of the overpgown; in two casges thene were certainly patterned.
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Bvidence from other English and Scandinavian sites indioetes thaﬁ these

more decorstive tablel-weuves were not made as borders duriﬁg the

woavifig of the cloth, but mse separate braids, gewn to the neckliﬁeg:'

wriata and Homs of the garments (2). 'The type of ﬁiagonal pattern

woave reoognieable here in Grave 1, of which fragments have beén found

in England at Mucking, Bergh Apton and Fonaby (3), is related to well-
preseived Scandinavian braids publiehed by Bifrn Hougen and Hens Dedekam (4).
To make the patterns effective these braids must have been coloured, and |
traces of blue, purple or red, and possibly yellow, can still be seen

in fragments of braide from Mucking and Fonaby.

Appendix o Fibres

A fragment from the tabby weave (c) on brooch 2, Grave 1, in which
the fibres were still unreplaced was examined by H.M.Appleyard, F.T.I.
who wrotes This is certainly a bast fibre, in which it is possible
in parts to see sleve platesy 1t agrees generally with flax.

Three fragments of thread were later identified by J.W.Hedges:
gGrave 41.1. Brooch. Animal fibre.

Grave 44.1. Toilet set. Vegetable, bast fibre.
Grave 4B8.112. Needle case. Animal fibre.
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The sbhreviation "replaced" is usad

b~ 4he letters 5 and 2, the

trrbable

Textiles. Portway Zest, Ancover

for "fikres replzced bv metal oxides".
warp thrsad heing placed first.

The spinning direction of yarns iz indicezted

Cverzll measurements of bes*t fragments

&Te given

in ems, and weave counts in threads per com, except where otherwise stated.
rave  Rumber Object Position Fibre Spin Yeave Count Yeasurement Commentsg
AP 1. Ag disc breoeh, front {2) replsced - - - - fibres, Punspun, possibly only
{r.clavicle) deteriorated textile
“ack,asbove, (b) replaced Z/2,Sply tablet, 10(8 mm)/ 4.0 X 2.5 sv inned™ prer f,, V3 braid,horder
& under pin L=hole, 12 p.cm ’ .2 wide one glie, wwists *I,zE,
diagonal lS 12,18,1%,15, treu aeteriorated;
pattern cleer eres lzter, dizgonzl pstiern
. - 1 cm wides traces other border.
R Ae disc brooch front, & {c) basi,?flax Z/7 tebby 16(8,5mz) 1.1 X 0.7 spin fairly ever, finer in Twarp
- lump back edge ’ /1L {4pp. )
back of lump(b) replaced Z/ % tablet - c.1.2 X 0.7 remains tehlet twists, lying S,Z,S,
{4 mr) and ﬂe*e"lorateé paitern
F}oo2. Fe belt buckle buckle & chape replaced z/Z 2/z disgonal 12—13/12 2.5 X 1.8 spimning znd vezving even
twill
3 bBuckle plate replaced Z/Z Ttwill - C.h X O.h 8ll probably same twill
s trianguisr Zoth sides replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill  13-14/11-12 1.0 X 1.0 oiker traces
fitting 1.3 X 1,0 detached
7 W) 2. Fe buckle over top of replzced z/z tabby 18/18 3.0 X 2.2 (P1. Jepin veristle, giving ridged
chape onto efiecty, probetly flzx; weave even
ring
. M) 4.  #bield boss on iron replaced z/z 2/2 diagonal 11,,/1: 1.0 X 1.2 in double layer or fold; yern in
' ' ' twill o - Twarp finer then Tweft
A{F) 1. Fe pin head & pin replaced 2/z Ttwill - - deteriorated
A \u), l. Ae disc brooch head & pin replaced Z/7 2/2 diagonal 8/7-8 Ce2.5 X 2.5 fairly cosrse
F ' twill
1. Roman coin from both sides replaced - P+avhy - - dark metier & replsced fibres,
‘ broken up es if in tabby
lying =cross replaced Z thread - - coerse, lighily spun
U AF) 4. Fe pin over pin & heed rezlaced 2/Z twill - - deteriorated




Grave  HNumber . Object Position Fipre Spin Weave Lount Mpgsurement Comments
25.(F) 1. - ‘Bmall lohg back pin-head(a) - Z/Z 2/2 twill - . surface & fibre deteriorated -
brooch sgainst plate(b) - z/? tablet, 5 twists/ 0.7 X 1.3 twists lie §,Z,S,5,S
ST L~hole . 6 on 5 mm
3 hrOOch(waist) pin head (c) - 2,8ply ?tablet - : - tiny scrap, deterioratesd
Le ¥e pin all over ?(s) replaced 2/Z 2/2 twill 6/6 on 5 mm 0.6 X 0.5 replaced threads frow itis elsc on
, chalk round breoch
T Fe buckle on 2 pieces {a) replaced Z/Z Tiebby 13(5 on 5mm) 2.0 X 0. other smallerscrepsy open wesve
i
1.{F) 1. small long  round pin spring replaced 2 thread - - wounéd tigktly rouni spring
brooch replaced Z/Z - - - tiny fragment textiile
oy 1. Fe fragment - replaced Z/Z tathy E/6 on Smm C.5 X 0.k lump textile, smzll ares clear
J5.0F) 1. “Ae saucer pinhead repleces Z/2 2/2 twill 6-7/6-7 2.2 X 1.7 surface deteriorzied, part clesr
brooch replaced S thread - - one ccerse threzd lying zcross
38.{F) 1. dise brooch  round pinhead(a) replzced Z/Z twill - - very deteriore<zd frazmerts
: top of pin (%)  replaced Z/Z teablet, 10twisis/10 1.2 X 1.3 twists in chevrezs, S,2,5,7 ciear
o L=hple ; couns taken orn /% mm clear
Ce disc broock back of disc (2) repleced /2 2/2 twill 6/% on Smr  c.2.0 X 1.. cne fregment pulles ;iagonally,
but provatls che same twill
Kl.(P) 1. ssucer brooch back pinhsad (&) replaced Z/Z 2/2 +will  .11/10 1.0 X 1.5 surfzrz poor
under pinhead(d) animel zZ threads - - trist of thrsais (App. )
2. saucer brooch back pinhead (a7 replsced Z/7Z twill - zs orn 1, de~zricrated
T end of pinbeaa(b) animal z knot - 0. 6—0 7 scress firnger krot, ccarse, Thead threa
LR ) B T ‘dige brooch rourid pin & head replaced Z. threads - - plyed thread under pinhesd,’ -63
mass Z threads rrund pin, some
?interlace, ends plyed, possibly -
frirge pinned ty broock
(F}) 1-3. +4oilet set ring of ear-pick vegetable 2 +thread - - loose spin (App. )
A IR 1,2. pair ssucer back, pierced pin replaced Z/Z twill - - broken threads in weave
on 2 .
6. Fe pin - Z - - - fivres dameged, weave unidentifie
A112. Heedle czse Tound end near animal Z,5ply thread - ares 4.5 om icosely spur thread, wound round

ioop

ring, ¢ cw zctual ithread present

{app. e




irave Number Object Position Fibre Spin Yigave Count Yeasurement Comments
1.(F) 3. = ‘buckle tlate {a) replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill, c.l4/12 1.5 X 1.5,  regular spin and weave
d1 gongl i.5%X 1,2
buckle ring(ag replaced 2/Z 2/7 twill: 12/12 1.8 X 1.3 1ying in folid, round the curve
Le chatelaine one loop (a) replazced Z2/Z 2/2 twill  c.12/12 1.5 X 1.2 most of surfsce, one cleer area
group second loopla) replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill " remains one sicde
(b) replaced Z/2 tabhy 6/5 on 5 me 0.9 X 0.8 on other side
large ring (b} replaced Z/Z tabby 1.3 X 1. 5, remaing, clearly of same tabhy
& other pieces 1.5 X 0.5
52,(F) 1,2. -disc brooches pin head & pin replaced 2/ tablet, - c.lelh X 1.1  some S twists clear on broock 1
pierced pin L-hole over and under ping lie of twistt
patterned indicates diagonzl pattern -
S5La{F) 1. wopden bucket on handle replaced 2/Z tabby 10/10 c.5.0 X1.5 (Pl. ) yarms uneven, but some
very thick threazds probebly
intentional, ¥colour, or self-
stripe
56, (F) 1. smell long pin head {a) replaced Z/Z - - - layers, surface deteriorated
brooch () replaced =z thread - - thicker, 7 bead thread
61.(F) 19. chatelaine Ae sirip - z/z twill - 0.8 X 0.5  too deterioreted for identificetior
67.(F) 8. be fragments en loop replaced  Z,Sply  threads - - 3 lying side Dy side round loop :
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