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Potn·teen samplPs of >lerli;wvA-1 floor-tiles from Hailes Alll>0y 

were sul>mitted for thin 11ectioninr, nnd study under the petrn1o?,icnl 

microscope. 'l'he object of the exRPlinn.t.ion was to test the vn.liclity 

of allocA-tion grouping~'! l1ased on typnloJ•ical considerations (see 

atL1cllf'd list), :lunsell colour charts are referred to togetllPr 

with free clnscriptive tern!!, 

1, ''lleral_d_Lc..li'': A atHt ll, 

Both samples are in a !'loft fabric, and d<'<.:oraiecl on tlw surface 

1-:i th white inlaid "lip. Sanpl e A has a dark grey ( SYH 4/1) core 

>.hile B has a lir,ht reclclish-hrown (SYI( o/4) c·,re, Both tileR have 

been l~la7.ed, a.lthour~h the con<lition of tlw tiles is much ahraiclecl, 

ancl the uncl!'rsirles are stn.hbecl for better honrling with the nor tar, 

In thin s!'ction snmplP A contain" a I( round mass of silt-sized 

quart?. grains ann plr>ntiful fleclls of mien.; a scA-tter of lar~er 

qun..rt,z ~rain.q, up to O.BCkwl n.crn_q,={, n__] _Q.O occurs, togf~thnr \o.ri th a 

litt.lf' qunrt.?.ite, plnr;inclftse fP!Sf"tr, flint n.ncl sanr\stnne, 'lnmple 

H appears to he in a qui tp diJ'fprc•nt f>thric, cnntnininf( l i ttlP 

,_)l~f' }Jilt frectuent ""''P.ll--~-;nrt(•1l ljll:trtz t;rctinct, avPt'ftJ-~f' ~iz.f' ().)(}-
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,60mM, and a little iron ore, set in a matrix of fine clay, 

2. ' 1 Chertsey School' 1 : q and 22. 

Both samples are in a soft fnl>ric, deeorated with inlaid white 

slip and green gla7.e, and "With a light red (2 ,5YR 6/8) core, 

The underside of sarlpln 9 contain>~ !1. ridr,e and trour,h, 

Thin sectionin1~ shaH>~ that saMplP 9 contains frP<jUr>nt inclusi0ns 

of wr>ll-sorted quart7 grains, average size 0.10-.40mM, flecks of 

mica and a little iror1 ore, SaMplP 22 seeMs to he in a cliffr>rent 

fahric, containinr laq~e inclu!'lions of lirn<>stone, a scatter of quartz 

rrains up to 0,90rJM in size, quartzite, iron ore and flecks of ni,rt, 

J. "cliJ!)an\L_Gr_otm" 11th arHI Hth rPnturies: JR and 41. 

Both sanplcs B• e in a soft fabric 1 nn•1 ar0 clecoratecl •·ith inlairl 

while slip with a lirht r!'rl (2,';YH h/il) core. 

Thin sectioning revpa].~ t).,,t 81\I'J]'l"s JH and 41 contain a .scattPr o 

'1"~-rt7. grains up to 0,60rm in silo<", clrt,'-' pnllets, qunrt7.i.tn ctncl 

f]Pck!l of rnicct. 

·1, 1 '.t\.ir!J.n.nr\ Gro-"w'' 1,1th nne! 1 :.h cPnturif's: 1) nnd ,1), 

!loth samples nrE> in n soft fahr·ic, r\r•cnrf!tPd with inlair\ white 

slip and colourless vla7.f' o11 thf• "llrf'flcP, sicles and under'lirle, nnd 

"'ith a reddish-yellow (SYlc h/h ln 6/il) cnrr·. 

In thin section sarr1plf' 1:3 c:nnlain:-' frapmt>nts of ~nndRtone, 

clny pPllets, flint, f[llftl't~i LP 1 n !'lcnttnr of ']Hartz grains up to 

O,HOrnrn fLCl'os:l and flechs of r~ica, Sn:·•plc 43 is different to tld11, 

containing frequent, uell-sort,.<t q_tJn.rtz ~~ra i .<J, av{\rave gizf' o.:~O-

.SOrnm, and a littlr- quarl,zilP, Tlli.<=~ ~r.r1plP h0n.rs ~i0!11P rf'~(~r·lhlnnce 

t 0 ]\ 0 f t llfl I I ll f! r C\, J d i_ C ~ (j ]' () lJ j1 I I 0 
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5. ''Hidland Group'' 15th century: 74 and 78, 

Doth samples are in a soft fabric, decorated with inlaid white 

slip and colourle!!s glt~.z.,, witha reddish-yellow (5YR 7/6 to 7/R) 

core, 

In thin ~action hot!• sa~plas contain fragments of sand~tono, 

. I . 
a scatter of q•1artz gra1ns up to 0,60mm across and flocks of 

r1icn. 

All three samples are ir1 ~ soft fal1ric 1 decorated witl1 inlaid 

white slip and colourlPss glaz,, anrl with a light red (2,5Yit 6/6 

to 6/8) core. 

In thin 'action Rll.Plple 1(, 1~ seen to contain largP inclusions 

of 1 irnestone, sol'!e sanc\iitonc anrl a >1cattor of quar' z grains, Sa~ples 

also contain n li.ttlr· lirestone, toPother witl1 clav 
·~ " 

pellf't~, a scntter of quartz ~~rain" an<l what appears to be sericite, 

Soft .fabric, relief <lccorat"d with ,.trrbhing on the unrlPrsic\e and 

a rod ( 5YH 6/il) to rtarl< l(r<'y ( 'iYlt 4/1) core, 

Thin sectioninH fihowP~ a .'iCft.ti.-t'J' of quartz grains, , . ..-j_th some 

sal!clstone, flint and flecks of ~icn. 

Of the nrours tester! with multiple sar•ples, onlJ the til.-, in 

Group:<~ 3, 5 !\rHl po~~ihly r, •·ere l'nough alike in thin section to 

inc-lu11ion type or tl'xturr> 1r1 the 11Rillple.• of' the r~maininf( f'.J '"P" 

to ""P~ct that. the.v dir\ nnt 11har·p lhn .·<;uw .'flliT"C"P. However, r1ore 

t,.,•nrh ob•liottsly !1fl(•'\,c; tn }Jp ,ll\llP nn thr•sf' Lypolpr~icnl r~r·oupint~~ to 

<~(''"' h 0 ,.,· nttch v.triati.nn 1hPT'I' i.q in any onp l':rnup, rtnd whf'thPr or 
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not in itself this "UP,_<{e"t"' a sin1rl" or multiple centrel'l of 

production, The inclttsiott type"~ pre"'ent in the fourteen sa~ples 

are all fairly common, a{ld thus it is not really feasible to 

try to pinpoint likely source arerts from this informrttion alone, 

What is required is conpar>:hle material from known or suspected 

origins in order to tie down nore Jlrecisely tl1e sources of tile 
I 

supply for Haile" Ahhey, 



1. Heraldios - 2 specimens. Cl3th - only found at Hailes though thought to 

be affiliated to the 'Wessex school'. 

2, Chertsey school - 2 examples. Cl3th/l4th- inlaid- are found at;-

9 - Warwickshire and HerefQrd and Worcestershire. 

22 - Surrey 

Other tiles in the same group are also found in other parts of Gloucestershire 

and Avon. 

3, Midland group - Cl3th/l4th 

38 Worcs and Warks 

41 - II II 

inlaid- are found in:. 2 examples 

4. Midland group - Cl4th/l5th - stamp on slip - 2 exam:oles - also found at:-

13 - Gloucestershire and Avon 

43 II II 

5, !1!_<!laJ:lsLJQ:Q.l!.l?. - Cl5th - stamp on sl.i p - 2 examples - also found at s-

74 - Glouoestershire and Avon 

78 - not known anyw!Jere else 

6, ~~-ly_es_n __ a_!"l~_Can,y_p_Gs_s __ ~..i'Jl.ec - ClSth - inlaid - 3 eJ<ampJ es - al2o found at:-

16 - Jloucestershire and Avon 

69 - Avon 

71 - Avon and Gloucsstershire 

B. 3e_1J:.~J - 1 eYt't:!!ple - not much knoHn about this t;:rour. 

7. is the Staf.fordjr.;el ton group ><hich have already been done. 

rihere Gloucs is mentioned as a loca.tion it meDns the tiles are found else­

where in the county, 

14 examples in all, 


