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Spong Hill, Worfolk September 1961

The Textiles

Elisabeth Crowfoot and Julie Jones

Fibres and spinning

The preservation of fibres in the Spong :{ill cemetery was poor
(Appendix , H.M.Appleyard and Julie Jones). In six cases vegetable
fibres were identified, one certainly flax, and possible animal fibres
in five; although from the evidence of other cemeteries these were
probably all sheep's wool, the fibres were too friable, and too
heavily obscured by minergl deposits for more definite adentification.
Samples from one grave (38), showing the spinning direction of the
threads énd a clear weave structure, were found to be completely
replaced by these deposits, as in an "earth replacement" noted at
Sewerby, Yorkshire. In all the other textile fragments preserved the
fibres had been replaced by metal oxides from the objects with which
they had been in contact.

The spinning, in flax and in wool, is Z throughout, with only
four exceptions, twills from Graves 24,39,57 and 58, where it is
Z in one system, S in the other. No selvedges are préserved on
these fabrics, but in Anglo-Saxon twills with mixed spinning the Z-
spun yarn is normally the warp.

Weaves

The weaves are those generally f.und in Anglo-Saxon cemeteries,

tabby (plain) weave, four-shed and three-shed twills, and tablet-weaves.

Tabby weaves (fig.l.a) survive in ten graves. One of these (Grave

38.8) has been identified as flax, and most of the others, from their
counts and the soft folds in which they are held, are probably also
linen from headveils and shirts. I'wo possible exceptions, rather
coagrser oxidised remains, are more likely to he wn~l, from g womar's
mlcave (firave 5) and perhaps from a cloak (grave 56).

Twill weaves predominate, as in most other cemeteries. Many, as far

as can be seen from such small fragments, werc probably simple four-
shed 2/2 constructions (fig.l.b), dbut in possibly =ix cxamples

these have had either chevron (harrin bone) reverasns, or brokea
lizao1a7 (logzense) patterns, though they vary in style and quality.
This eceritalaly applies to the two with nixed sginaiy, thoush both
would have been woollen fabrics, perhaps, from their position on the
brooches, cloaks. The coarse twill in Grave 39 is g louse vonvae,
liable 1o pull di- nnally, with only one reverse visible on the
fragments that survive, which may well hove becu a simple wide

chevron pattern (Cf, Bruce-Mitford 1975, SH 2,fig.327). In the
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finer fabric from Grave 24(0) the pieces are too small and deteriorated
for the pattern to be clear, though some reverses suggest a broken
diamond .

Among the twills with Z spinning in warp and weft, the regular
broken diamond from the Grave 40 shield grip could be ol either fibre,
but two others have been identified as probably flux. Replaced
visces from an annukar brooch in Grave 12 ~"»w gy close weave, with
uneven spinning and a high, nearly even count, and chevron reverses
(fig.2); in one area damaged threads suggest this may have included
broken diamonds. The fragment on the pair to this brooch, identified
as ?flax, has no reverses, but its similar position and appearance
suggest both come from thé same fabric, perhaps something like the flax
twill with a "workbox" iiom Kempston, Bedford, where the diamonds have

a large adjolning area of chevron twill. The replaced Grave 12

fragment shows a fragment of tubular selvedge (fig.3), a practical

and hard-wearing type ol side-—edge which appears first in Burope in

the Danish Bronze Age and later moss finds of ¢.400 A.D. (Hald 1950,
155-157), and later in a number of Anglo-S5axon cemeteries, on flax
weaves at Wakerley, Morthants, and Barrington and Haslingzfield, Cambridge,
on wool at Broomfield Barrow, kssex, lakerley, and Sewerby, Yorkshire,
and replaced at Bergh Apton and Fonaby (Crowfoot,& 1978,1063 Crowfoot,t
1981,96). This t,pe of selvedge appears also on the best preserved
broken diamond twill (Grave 24 (a),fig.4), though with a wider tubular
edge; the diamond pattern is identical with that in Grave 40, a large
even version with the centre most commonly found in Anglo-Saxon

twills (Bruce-Mitford 1975, SH 1,S8H 9, SH 12, 445,447; Crowfoot,E
1967,21; Crowfoot,B 1969,51; Crowfoot,B 1978,104; Crowfoot,k 1981,97;
Crovfoot,G.M.1951,31). The remains of three or possibly four twills
in Grave 24 are confusing - (c), with Z/S spinning, is clear on two of
the brooches, (b) present only at waist-level, has noticeably coarser
yarns than those in the other fragments; (a), again at the waist, and
the fragments (d),on the brooches, both have variable counts and
rather different appearances, but it is possible that all belong to

the same flax twill.

One fragment of Iinec threse-rhed twill 1lies in lclds on 1he knife
Prow Greve 31, so that ereas showing both sides of the weave, the 2/1

(verp frce) and 1/2 (weft face) are clear (fiw.l.c,d). “he three-shed
coactruction has been regerded as ubsuited to the warp-woighted loog

in uce among the Anglo-Saxons (Hoffmznn 1964,251=253), ond in Scandinavia
1t does not scem to appear till the Viking period. On the Confinert

how=zver it has a rnurh sorliev history, with Iron Age finds (Jlundt 1964,180f;
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Schlabow 1976,81). The first example in Bngland comes from a Roman

hoard of the 1lst century A.D. from Corbridge (Wild 1970,101;. But

the distribution in the Anglo-Saxon poricd, with a veriety of siylas

and qualities in flax and wool, seems to suggest local production

rather than imported goods (Bruce-Mitford 1975,446,450; Crowfoot,K.1966,29;
Crowfoot,E.1978,105; Crowfoot,E. 1981,97-8; Crowfoot,G.M.1952,1903
Crowfoot,G.M. 1953.61, and unpublished) and this perhaps may imply

the use of a two-beamed loom (Wild 1970,69ff.).

Tablet-weaves have been found in six graves. In one, @rave 42, this
appears to be a border, made with four-hole tablets on a twili weaves
the edge loops are missing,; but its width may have been no larger than
the four twists that survive. 1t was probabiy a side-border, =ince

the threads appear to enter the twill weave uncrossed (Henshall 1959,
18-21,fig.8; Crowfoot,E.1967,38,fig.6).

The other tablet-weaves are patterned braids that would have been
woven separately and then sewn zs decoration on menf{s and women's upper
garments . Two varieties of pattern technique have been found in
Anglo-Saxon graves, and both are represented hcre. In*four graves
(31,38,45,46) the braids would have had a simple edge of four-hole
twists, but the centre with an in-woven pattern of which the diagonal
lines are occasionally clear, though all the Spong Hill examples are
badly damaged. These designs would have been emphasised by the use
of colours as can still be seen in some fragments, purple (or red)
and blue, with yellow or white, from Fonaby (Crowfoot,E. 1981,98-0).
Replaced examples clearly in the same technique have been recorded
from Mucking, Portway Bast,Hampshire, and Bergh Apton (Crowfoot,H.
1978, Grave 37). The braid in the wrist-clasps from Grave 5 is very
different, with four-hole twists lying in chevrons throughout,
decorated with brocading or embroidery, the pattern weft seen in one
area as a paired thread passing over and under the twists, and in
others as a thread wrapping round two twists of the warp as in a soumak
weave (fig.5). Possible brocaded patterns on tablet-weaves have been
noted from Bergh Apton (Crowfoot,k.1978,106) and on a braid from a

6th century brooch from Bekesbourne, Kent.
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Miscellaneous

On some objects replaced unwoven threads can be seen, parallel
S-plyed threads on a cruciform brooch from Grave 22, that may
possibly come from a fringe, anhd a fragment of 3-plait on an annular
brooch from Grave 14. Other threads, going round the arms of the
florid cruciform brooch in Grave 2 were probably used to fasten on
the side pieces, as in the coarse vegetable, i.e. flax, plyed
threads on a cruciform brooch at Wakerkey (Grave 74).

Costume

The arrangement of the brocck-n in women's bnreial y, a cmaller
12l lying in front of the shoulders, and a large centrnl brooch
zbove or between them, is particularly clear in the plans of Graves
14422,24,26,38 cnd 39. As with many Anglo-Saxon grave: in eastern
shgland, particularly those from Fon:bty, Lincolnshire, and Sewarby,

Vorkanire, this arrang-ea:at suggests a woman's costume with features

in common with the Pannonian dress of the early conturies A.D.

(Garbsch 1965,11,:1s.1,6,13,16.1) and perhaps that shown Ly Gherlotte
2lindhaim as an interpretation of the Viking brooches and textile
remains from %i:%a (Blindheim 1945,143ff.Fis.3) - a long—cleeved

underdress, zad an overdress of more solid fabric, either witl haunds
over the shoulders, or simply a rectangle of woollen cloth, folded
and caught on the shoulders by the p.ir of smaller brooches. The
large brooch would probably have fastened the cloak or blanket
wrapped round the body, and a separate headcloth or veil is sug ested
by the tabby weaves, often in soft folds on the [ront of the brooches
or tucked in behind them (see Graves 12,1/m22, and 42). The tablet-
weaves in six graves point to decorative details, th:t in Grave 31
perhaps a belt, those from the brooches of Graves 38,42,45 and 46
from braids decorating the neckline or top edge of the overdress,

and that in the wrist-clasps of Grave 5 a braid cuff, a feature

shown clearly on the underdress in the Pannonian reliefs, and

clearly preserved in other Anglo-Saxon examples (Crowfoot,G.M.1951,

7L 3 CrovfootG.’ .. 1953,189fF.).


http:19~5,1~3ff.fi
http:gTi:l.Ve

Spong Hill

Notes

indic=2ted by the letters Z and S, the probable warp thread being placed first.

Textile Catalogue

The abbreviation "replaced'" is used for "fibres replaced by metal oxides'".

are given in cms, and weave counts in threads per cm, except where otherwise stated.

The spinning direction of y=rns is
Overall measurements of best fragments

threads, ?fastening on side

even spinning, weaving

crushed patch weave, coarse-
fibred *hresads lying above

small area clear, under 7skin

coarse, probably as on 6; 7skin

twists in chevrons, 2,5, pattern
brocaded (fig.5,p.3)

traces, weave not clear

in five lavers or folds

uneven spin, clese weave, one vey
coarse thread; see pp.},3;weaved
selvedge, figg.2g,#.3

?lining or threads inside leather *

clearest areess, spinning &nd

scraps

CGrave Number Object Position Fibre Spin Veave Count Measurement Comments
2 1 florid cruci-~ round arms replaced Z,Sply - - -
form brooch of cross pleces
2 small-long br. back replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill - - scraps, deteriorated
3 annular brooch back replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill - - as abcve
8 florid cruci- pinhead replaced /% 2/2 twill 16-18/1L-16 5.0 X 3.5
o form brooch e B
3 2 annular brooch along pin  replaced 2/7 2/2 twill c.8/k on 1.0 X 0.5
5 mm
5 6 small-long back (2) —eplaced 712 2/2 twill 9/6 8+3.0 X.5.0
brooch, R front dateriorated 2 - - - scraps, fikres
6a small-long back replaced of & Ptwill - -
brooch, L
6b, wrist clasps detacied (b) replaced Z/Z tabby 10/8 c.1.0 X 1.0 rather open weave
back (c) deteriorated 2/7Sply L-hole 10 twists, 1.0 X 0.6
tablet, 8 wefts
brocaded
11 2 anmular brooch  back replaced Z/Z - - -
12 2 annular brooch  front,back (a? replaced Z/Z tabby 15/12 1.5 X 1.7
other side .
of pin (b) bast ?flax Z/Z 2/2 twill 18/16 1.5 X 247 underneath weave (a)
6 annular brooch  hack,face (c,?b) replaced Z/Z 2/2 chevron 18/17 cel.2 X 1.0
twill,
tubular selv.
L5 3 ?knife undee leather replac Z - - =
S" ;"‘a*h
1. 2 T2 ring over most of  replaced Z/Z 2/ t0ill 15-16/12-14 0.8 X 1.k,
1.2 X 1.5 weaving even
3 annular brooch front,back (a) replaced - 2/s 2/2 twill  16/12-13 3.0 X 2.0, folds both ends pin
2.5 & 2.0
back (b)replaced Z “*-plait I, 4hreads L.1.7,w.0.7 1lying across (2)
) , per unit
4 annular brooch back (a) replaced 27 2/2 tw. 11 16/14 - folds as on three,
5 small-long br. bamk (¢) replaced of & tabby 12/10 ce2.2 X 1.8 folds in Jvmp
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Grave Number Object Fosition Fibre Spin
16 3 Bquare-headed back (a) replaced 2/2
brooch back (b) replacea &f &
6 small-long back (?c) replaced i/?
brooch
19 2 Fe ring lumps replzced ;/7
22 3 cruciform brooch front é replacad /7
in knob, replaced ySply
and on pin
front (c) replaced z/Z
L small cruciform under: hone(c) replaced 2/ 7
brooch fra: uents(b) reslaced Ly Buly
6 small cruciform on pin {c) replaced 27
brooch
8 Ae buckle on Fe pin(d) replaced z/Z
9b latch lifter patches replaced Z/Z
2k La girdle hanger venind  (a) replaced 2/
cross end
Le Fe ring one side (b)replaced Z/%
Ld girdle hanger on all bits(a)reylaced 2/7
behind (a) (b)re;laced Z/L
5 square headed pin head (c)replaced z/8
breoch
detached (c)re.laced Z/s
6 annular brooch Yback,pin @(d)replaced z/7
detached ?(d)?flax, very Z/Z
deteriorated )
under pin ?(d) replaced 2/Z
and detached
against (#)?(c) replaced 2/S
front
9
alyla- rgsz
i annular brooch back,ring (d)vﬁggﬁadéi 2/z

e

chevron twill (estimate) .
2/? ?broken c.16/16 -
di-mond twill (estimate)

very deteriorated
not (a); same quality as (c)
but different spin and
missing threads (see p.Q~ )
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Weave Count Lieasurement Comments
tabby - - Tiny Zlcgmerts, oo sLeil
2/2 twill - - for count, (as and (b)
- - - confused threads, one system
not clear
2/2 twill ¢.10/10 1.0 X 1.0 very so0lid spin, one system
thicker than the other
tabby 20/14 1.0 X 1.2 ‘ragrents
threads - - lying side by side, ?from
' fringe
Ptwill - 0.7 X 0.5 scraps, coarser than (a)
2/2 twill . #13(l/ - scraps, count impossible
threads - ?fringe or string
2/2 twill 16/13 6/7-8 - scrap
on 5 mm
2/2 twill 12/12(6 on 5mm) 1.0 X 0.8 even spin, weave
Ttwill - -
2/2 broken cell/1h  ce2.5 X 2.2 in folds (see peR flg 4 )
diamond twill
2/2 twill c.l2/12 0.8 X 1.1 coarser threads, no sign of
reverses
2/2 broken 18/16 CoksO X 4.0 in folds, hard to see
diz..ond twill reverses
2/2 twill 12/12 3.5 X 1.8 no rsverses
2/2 broken 7/6=1 c.leH X 1.2 (1. ) very even spin,weave,
diemond or per 5 mm reverse.
chevron twill - - tiny scrap, centre damaged
2/2 twill - Ce243 X 2.3  fclds held by and below pin =
2/2 twill 13-14/12 1.5 X 0.7 even spinning, weaving
2/2 twill, celoly X 1.3 traces, with fragments
tuhular selvedge 715-16 L.1.8, 0.9 selvedge (fige @ ) and ?
warps twisted round pin
2/2 broken
liariond or c.16/18  c.2.5 X 1.0 two adjoining fragments,



Grave Number Object Position Fibre Spin Weave Count licgsurement  Comments
26 La knife near tip (a) replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill 12/12 l.2 X 1.0 ever spin, weavejappearance
suggests flax
5 cruciform brooch pin hinge(b) replaced B/E tabby 10/10 1.8 X 1.2 fine threads, open weave
6 disc brooch pin hinge ?(a)replaced -Z/Z twill c.8(4 on Smm) - deteriorated, fragments, with
(Roman) "gkin" over
28 4 Fe buckle both sides replaced 2/7 ?twill - - coarse threads, deteriorated
folds
29 1,2 arnular brooches detached replaced %2 twill - - small fragments,weave confused
6 Fe fitting one side replaced ZVZ 2/2 twill 12/10—11 1.1 X 2.0 coarse spin, rather uneven weav
zl 8 near knife detached (b) replaced - ?tablet weave - - see 9 and 12
9 dagger under blade (a)replaced Z/2 2/1 twill  c.18/16 2.1 X 0.8 other scraps; felded back on
and tang (¢/8 on 5mm) ?hilt to show 1/2 side of weav
under (a) and (?39-!'C/<L)
opposite edge(b)replaced Z,S/Z,Sply tablet 0 twists, 1.3 X 0.8, pattern with diegonal lines,
near hilt L=hole, 8 wefts, 0.6 X 0.8 area underneath twill
patterned per 5 mm
12 Fe knife one side (b) replaced Z,5/Z,Sply tablet c.18/11 cele2 X 1,0 very damaged, but 2 and S twist
as above (9 on S5mm) and plyed wefts clear; folds

7?fine textile lapping edge

e e —_— — -— — — — —— e 2 e —————

32 2 Buckle underneath, replaced 7/2 2/1 twill c.14/15 1.9 X 1.4 parts clear, uneven spinning,
and fragments (7/7 on 5mm) 1.0 X 1.0 even weave
36 1 shield grip detached scrap replaced Z/ 2 2/2 twill c.6/6 on 5mm 1.3 X 1.8 even spin and .save
3 spearhead along blade, replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill 16—18/12 1.2 X 1.5 one side; probably same weave
and folding edge 12—1h/12 1.0 X 3.0 threads closer packed in parts
in one ares replaced Z threads - 1.3 X 1.3 lying perallel, very few across
Ttorn edge
37 7 Fe and Ae scraps 7pin replaced 2/7 2/2 twill 9/c<9 cel.0 X 1.0 scraps ir folds on most pieces,
: even syinning
38 le Ae buckle underside (a) replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill A/L on 5 mm c.7 X 7 mm coarse yarns, threads 2zainst
: leather of telt
2 Fe knife or earth (a) ?replaced &/Z 2/2 twill 9/c.8(on 5 mm) 0.9 X 0.5 fibres (p.l 10) coarse, fragment
and inside sheath ' ‘ c.10/10 1.8 X 0.7 mixed with grass
Lb Fe rings patches (a) replaced 2/7 2/2 twill ¢.10/10 - very similar to above
7 square headed front (b) replaced z/z tabby 14/12-14(est.) 1.8 X 0.7 wmass small folds, soft,cathered
brooch i1

round bow,catch replaced Z threads - - coarsey pound bow under (b)

-



srave lumber Object Position fibre Spin lieave Count Measurement Comments f%-
(z8) 8 armular brooch deta’chedgb) flax g tabby 14/14,16/13 0,7 X 0.5 uneven spin
detached c) replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill est.14/14  Oak X 035 even spin and weave
back,pierced(d) replaced Z/Z,Sply tablet 10 twists 1.6 wide troken twist at edge; twistes edge
by pin,under : weave,L-hole, " SZ8Z, centre diagonal pattern
frazments (b) diagonal (pe 3 )braig.
under (@) (c) replaced J/Z 2/2 twill - - traces under braid
0 annular brooch detached replaced Zyoply  thread - L.1.0 em
39 1 comeiform back,pinhead(a) replaced Z/S 2/2 chevron 9/9 ce4s0 X 2.0 lump; wezave loose,pulled; S yarn
brooch & detached twill variable, some thicler
2 arnular brooch detached (a) replaced Z/S 2/2 chevron 9/9-10 3.5 X 3.5 as above, some S threads damaged;
twill reverse 2 cm from edge (p.l )
on pin (b) reglaced Z/Z 2/2 twill 1&/12 3.0 X 2.0 even spin, weavej; folds
6 Fe buckle undernsath (c) replaced /% ?tabby c.14 /14 2.0 X 1.2 tight folds, appearance sugcests
- flex
7 annular brooch under pin (b) replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill 13—1&/12 2.5 X 3.0 other confused scraps
above (b) (a) replaccd Z/S twill - - deteriorated traces
L0 L shield grip on handle replaced Z/Z 2/2 broken 12/12 3.5 X 2.3, even spinning, weaving (fig.fi)
diamond L5 X 4.5 larger area snall scraps
. _ twill _ _ __ o
52 5 small-long front (a) replaced . 2/2 2/2 twill 16/14 1.4 X 1.9 regular spin, weave
brooch back, and (b) animal(wool) Z/Z tablet-weave 4 twists L.celel cm  twists border SZS5Z; on detached
L=hole (4 mm) fragment, 4 mm of twill joining,
16 wefts i.e.g8tarting or ending border
‘ per cm on twill (a)
6 small-long vack, front, (a) animal 2/2 2/2 twill 15/14, 3.0 X 2.5 thick layer, de*erioreted;
brooch under wood 13/12 6.0 X 5.0 c.6 layers or folés
a:ainst bow(c} deterioreted Z/Z te" by c.lb/l} - tiny fragments, open weave
& on head (est.)
L5 1 annular brooch behind pin . (a) ?animal Z/2,Sply tabletyweave - 1.5 X 0.6 very deteriorated area
detached, (b) replaced %/ 2/2 +uill c.12/12 1.0 X 0.7 even spinjg tetlet twist on one
from pin side
2 amular brooch bhelow pin (a) replaced 2/Z,Sply tablet,4- c.18 twists, c.1.0 X 1.0 with break in middle; pattern
hele,diagonal 10 wefts diagonal tp.3,4), braid
8 brooch underneath  (b) replaced 2/2 2/2 twill c.12 £ 12 1,7 X 1.7 not clear, fragments end traces,
and on soil impressions cn soil,broken thread
L6 L equal -armed vinhead,and (a) replaced Z/2,Sply teblet-meave, 14 twists 1.4 X 1.3, pattern weave broken down centre
brooch and on pin L-hole, Cc.10 wefts 1.2 X 1.3 dizgonel, damaged (pe3 4 )braig
dizzonal
2 equal-armed pin catch (2) replaced Z/%Z,Sply tablet - -

brococh

traces, as on 1
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Grave Number Object Position Fibre Spin Jeave Count ileasurement - Comments 3
(,6) 3 cruciform detached (a) replaced 2/Z,Sply tablet-weave =~ - dema.-"ed lumps
brooch (1,2,3) (b) replaced 2/7 2/2 twill 1&—15/0.12 1.0 .6 hard even spin and weave,
on 5mm) 0.6,X 0.6 acvpearance suscests flax
L9 2 shield grip one piece (a) replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill 9/8(4 on Smm) c.l.l X 1.5 coarse threads, weave rather
open
another (b) replaced Z/% 2/2 twill c.16/14 ce3.5 & 2.8 very close even spin, weave,
unlikely to be part of (a)
3 spearhead tip and edge(a) replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill est)/7—8 celbe5 X 1,0 fragments, some detached
51 6 metal fragment replsaced - ?iwill - - very detericrated
57 7 cruciform from pin ?(a) replaced Z/S 2/2 twill - - swall fragments, pulled bias
brooch arainst “ack(a) animal z/S 2/2 twill 1L/12-14 2.5 X 15 lying with leather; pulled to
1.3 X 1.0, look almost like tatlet weave
ce2.3 X 1.8 layers jammed together; may
possibly have reverses
acainst (a)(b) vegetable 2 - - - deteriorated weave?{p.|0 )
9 annular brooch  from pin (c) replaced 7/ 7 2/2 twill 13/12(6 1.2 X 0.7 in folds as pinned
10 annular dbrooch detached ?(c) ?carbonised Z/Z twill -on 5 wmm) - lumps with very deteriorated
fabric adhering
58 3 cruciform back,azainst (a)animal z/7 2/2 twill est.c.16/16 1.3 X 1.0, crushed fabric, slightly pulled
brooch metal ' 2.0 X 1.5 diagonally
on pin (b) ?flax BFT 2/2 twill - - smgll areas, even, closer weave
La  ?knife blade ?(2)replaced  2/Z 2/2 twill est.c.12/12 1.5 X ¢.1.0
4b  ring on metal (c) replaced z/s 2/2 twill c.10/8 1.3 X 0.7 coarse open weave; d-teriorated
(5/4 on Smm) fragments from this or (a)
replaced Z threads - L.1.5 cm coarse threads lying side by
side, 7fringe
6 annular brooch soil around (d) renlaced Z/Z tabby c.10/8 0.5 X 0.5 clearsst area, even spin,weave

on Smm)

(5/u
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Appendix . Fibre Analysis

H.M.Appleyard, F.T.I1., and Julie Jones

A sample from Grave 12.2 (twill) was examined after
excavation by Julie Jones, and identified as a bast fibre, possibly
flax. Samples from six later graves were analysed by H.U.

Appleyard, F.T.I., who reported as follows:-

Grave 24.6. Two samples examined from weave (a) were of
vegetable fibre but in very poor condition,
from what can be seen almost certainly flax.

24 .7 . Fibres in even werse condition, but again
probably flax.

Grave 38.2-(3) Two samplés examined appear to be completely
replaced by mineral deposits, no sign of
fibres could be found.

38.8.(b) Vegetable fibre, with the narrow lumen znd
general appearance of flax.

Grave 42.5.(b) (Tablet weave) This is animal fibre, but there is
far too much degradation and too little evidence
of scale structure to say more.

42.6.(a) (1will) Pibres probably of animal origin, but
specimen very brittle and a considerable amount
of mineral deposit.

Grave 45.1.(a) (Tablet weave) Sanple very brittle and friable,
with much deposits, fibres very bad, but fragments
consistent with animal fibres.

Grave 57.7.(a) (Twill) These are animal fibres, but their condition
is such that it is not possible to say what type,
though some are fairly coarse and medullated.

57+7.(b) (?Textile against a) 1In very bad state, deposits
and some seeds, but almost certainly some vegetable
fibre.

Grave 58.3.(a) (Twill) A few very small fragments of badly
degenersted animal fibres, and vegetable matter
similar to some grasses.

58.3.(b) (Twill) Fibres again in very poor state, but
looking like flaxe
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1. Wea¥ess a Tabby weave. b Four-shed 2/2 twill.

¢ Three-shed twill,2/l (warp face), d 1/2 (weft face).

s 2. 2/2 twill with chevron reverses. l'he shaded portion shows the

area preserved in Grave 12.6 (p.2).

3. Diagram of tubular selvedge, the edge tube flaltened to show
passage of weflt; on 7 warps, as in Grave 12.6.

4. Broken diamond twill, Graves 24 and 40. The shaded portion
shows the bes} srea preserved (Gruve 24).

5. 4-hole tablet-weave, twists in chevrons, with brocaded pattern
as in Grave 5.6 (p.3).

Spong Hill: Textiles
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