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IHTIWJlUCTIOU 

A number of SMall sanplc~ hf Roman a mphorae fr om Canterhury 

we~e ~ubmitte d for exaMination in thi n section unde r t he petrol ogical 

cicroscop~ . Tho oh j ec t of the ana l y s is was twofold: (1) t o 

characterize in detail the fahrics i nvolved a nd compare t llcM with 

each other, and (2) if po~~ihl c to ind ica t e likely ~ource areas. 

PP.T~WLOG~ 

1 • St. rIS. 7 9 Ii (61c;) (44). IDr. lB 71 
• 

2. HIV . 80 (848) (3 46) 7 5 . 'Dr. lB ?. , . 
-3 . HIV. 80 (711) ( 304) 7 1 • 'Dr. lD ? , . 
4. HIlI . 80 (27 ) (204). ' Hr. 1H handle'. 

5. HY . 80 ( 506 ) (nR ) . l ilr. 1B ?' . 

6. St . aadiguncl ~ no. :!1. 

Sherds 1-4 a re quite d istinctive in t hin s ection , e9.ch con t aining 

frequent grain~ of augi t e, ~uartz, felspar and volcan i c rock, with 

SOMe accessory garnet. In addition, sherds 3 and 4 a lso contltif'l 

cryptocrystalline liMe stone . l'his Mineralogy is ind i s tinguishable 

from that associated witll cer t ain Italian Dressel lsp and 2-4 wine 

amphorae, with an or ig i n in !!5cuthern Latium or Campania (Peacock, 

1971, Pnbri c 1) , or perha])s Btrnrin. (Peacock,1978h) . Shercl 5 is 

similar in thin section t o the ahove four shcrds, except that it 

lacks inclusion~ of liMeston~ a.nd has in!'lteacl a hir,h content of 

augite, In the hnnd-e~ecimen thi~ shcrd can clearly be ~een to 



have pres..,nt in the fahric nurwroul'! inclusion~ of dark coloured 

augi te, Peacock t 3 (1971 ) 'hlacl{. !'land t fabric. An origin in t he 

Latium area has been ~'lRge~te d for thi~ di~tinctive fabric, on the 

basis of the pre~ence of yellow garne t when viewed in thin ~ection 

(Courtois and Ve lde, 1C)78). However, ye llow-brown garnet is also a 

teature of the ~fl.nds furth~r ~Ollt", nnd a Campanian origin, in 

particular the area arollnrl ])ompcii and He r culaneum, ha s bee n more 

convinc ingly ar [{u ed by Peacock ( 1 977'J. In Br itain, the au/'{i te-ric h 

'black-sand' fabric is a~sociated. with the J)res~el lB and 2-4 

forms rather than the earlier lA type (Peacock,1971). 

In thin ~ection i t can be dif f icul t to differentiate between 

amphorae of th~ Ur. l ~p variety and the later 2-4 fo r rn~ o Sherd 

4 is stated ' to he fro m a Dr. 111 handle , and thi~ may g i v e SOl'!le 

indication of the t~rpc represented by the o t her she rd ~J i f found in 

association with shard 4 or in ear l y levels. No details lTere given 

about sherd 6, but its mineralogy is ~imi lar to sherds 1 and 2, 

80 it may also he from a Dr o ls p or 2-4 amphorae, or at least have 

a likely Italian origin. 

7. RL/P. 77 (1 O~) no. 21. ''? Dr. 2-4'. 

In thin section thi :'! l'Jhcr(l i~ !'!een to conta.in frequent 

grains of quartz and some felspar . Prom this it is not possibl e 

to indicate i t the !'dwrd is lil{.elyto belon~ to the Dr . 2-4 form 

or to make a !'!u~ge!'!tion ahout o rigin~. 

8. HY . 79 (315) (24). 'Body sherd fror.1 a cylindrica l amphora'. 

Thin sectioning shows f requent inclusions of quartz and liMe~tone , 

8imilar to the fabric a~sociated with North African cylindrica l 

amphorae from Byzacenn. The principnl contents of th i~ amphorn 

type was probahly olive-oil, sinc~ th i "J was one of the main products 

of Roman North Africa. Fish products may also have been carried, 

http:conta.in


though thi~ trade wa~ of le~~er i mportance. 

9. MIV. 80 (712) (303) . 'South Gau l ?' 


10. St. MS. 79n 60. 


In the hand spec iMcn both 5h crd s appear ~imil~r in f~bric to 


the Peliche t 47 typo of amphora, however, it is 

difficult to be po eitivc with Buch smal l sample~. Thin sectionin g 

~hows the p r inc ipal conponente of sample 9 to be quartz, lineetono 

and mi c a, while s herd 1 0 contain~ quartz and mica. l'h i~ c ompoei tion 

re~embles that founel by Peaco ck (1978b) whe n sampling Pelichet 47 

veRsele. This flmp hora t ype probably carrie d wine, the r.lain area 

. of production being around the mou th of t he Rhone and the Gulf of 


Lyons. 


11. MIV 80 ( 7 028) 76 . 'Ribbed amphora, carr o t-shaped'. 


Thin sec t ionin g shows frequen t well round ed gr ains of quartz, 


fragments of l imc~tone nnd ~onc for a mini fera. The nature of the 


round i ng sugp,c stl! thr~ t this is \T ind - h lown sand, and sugg e s ts a 


dese r t e fiviro nment. Tilis ~arnple clo~ely r e sembles thin sec ti ons 


of carrot-a mpho r a, :!u s])ectcd of orig i nating f r om t h e Levant. 


12. MIl! 80 (27 ) (20~). 'Ribbed handle'. 


Thin sectioning shows frequent grains of quartz , wi t h some felspar, 


l ime stone and v o lcanic roch. The mi ne r alogy sugges t s an lt r ea of 


origin associa t ed with volcnnic and sedimentary roc)(s . I f we assume 


a Mediterranean source , a reas s u ch n::t Italy, Sardin i a , the Aegean 


and Anat oliA. should be considered.. 


13. HIV no (1 20) (347 ) 74. 'Ribbed amphora'. 

14. RL/77 (103) (4) 9. 'Ribbed ll.l!\phor n '. 

15. Rosemary Ln.n~· . (109) (4). '!tibbed amphora'. 



In thin section all threo ~herd~ cnn be ~een to contain inclusions 

ot cry p t ocrystaDinn liMestone, forMaminifera, quar t z and serp~ntine. 

Sherd 13 i~ more finer-tcxtnred thnn the othe r two. Th e mineralogy 

suggests an origin in an area of sed i mentary and u ltra -bas i c rocks. 

Ar,ain assuming tl Herliterrnncan s ou r ce, f a · ... y ne a r the con.~tline, 

ophioli tic rocl~5 (including .!'Ie r pe n t ine ) outcrop in Li ~ur ia, Centra 1 

Greece, CYJlrus, Lesbos, tho ft hodian Peraea and al ong t he s outh-ve!'Jt 

coast of Anatolia and n orthern Syria. 

16. St. US. (1035) 'Could thi~ be Ko"'n? ' . 

11. St. ~1S. 19B (584) 61. 'Could thi~ be Koan?'. 


In thin ~ection t he principal inc l \l !'S ion ~ present in ~herd 16 are 


quartz, l i me s tone and mica, while ~herd 17 contains l imestone, 


serpentine and a little p yroxene. The Is l and of Kog i~ made up 


principally of deposits of l imestone and trachyte. It is possible ~ 


there f ore, that sherd 16 ~ ir-ht have originated f r om t here , but 


_ the ran ge of i nclusions p re scnt in the sample are COfilmon a nd o t h e r 

areas are equally possible in thc nhsenc e of sui table co mpa r a nda. 

I t is most unlilcely t hat s herd 17 ha s a Koan origin. See a bove 

for the distrihution of Opll i olitic rocks in t he Me dite rranean area, 

however, there nre sinilaritic s betwe e n th i s s he rd and Peac ock's 

( 1 917~) Fabric 1 Hhodinn t y pe . 

'8. MIV 80 (247) (29) 78. ' Unus ua l min i ature a mphora ' . 


Thin sectioning !hows little e1ge bllt quartz grain! a nd s ome fragments 


ot limestone. Ori~in unlmown. 


19. St. Gab . 80 (41d) (26). ' Unu911al amphora with r ouletted decoration'. 

'l.'hi!1 gectioning show" numerous g r ains of quartz. Or i g in unknown. 
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