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A tutal of ei.ghL J"nlt~Jnerrt:...; vf glazec.l terracotta, two p:ieces oJ· glazed 

pottery anJ unu pit:;Ce each of ung1i.!~;cd Ler:r:acotta and lrr:i.ck Here examtnud 

(Mi Nos, B1 SOOil-19). Al] w<>ru tholllf,ht to date to the mid 1(th century. The 

gla:ooos '""r~ all analysed qual Hatively by an energy dispersive x-ray ['luore"cence 

system ( xn~!~) and the fabr.i.c::J of ul1 the pieces Here compared . 

The fabric of all Lht~ glt.1~ed terracotta was the same and was very 

similar to that of the ungla,e<l lc.,n:acotta and also to that of one of the 

glazed potsherds (Af.l 81501Cl) which ,;uggests they may all have been made from 

the same clay. The other potsherd (AH 815019) >~as of a diff'erent fabric and had 

a reduced core. The brick (Mi 81')009) >~as of a far coarser and quite different 

fabric to all the J'e:ot oi' the material examined. 

The glazes on thu terracottas (AJ.I 815010-17) were all tin opacified 

lead glazes. Thb gave the white b:lckt,round on Hhich a design was painted in 

one or more colours. The co] ours no\.t;d Here blue, yeJ low and t~een and the 

colourants (idunLifled lly (il\') were resped.lvely cobalt, antimony and copper. 

On uome pi.cces (ef': AJ~; 81')01h) there Here patches of different colours although 

no design \'lCu_; o,pllarent. AuaJ.yG j ~~ coni' irrned the presence of more than one 

coloLti'ing ar:cnt ~~u it wo11Jd ~..;ec~f!l lhaL o.fter the design was painted on, the 

p;lazf; had tun. Ov urhea tint~ Hou 1 d ha Vt~ cau:::;ed this but it is irnposs ibl e to say 

if Lhe accident uccur·ced in the kiln Hhere the tiles were being v-,lav.,ed or in 

son~t:: olht::r event., :_--;uch a:.; dt.:st..ructlon hy fire of the structure of which tlw 

ti1es were a part. lt is i~owever noLiceable that. there is no extraneous matter 

stuck Lo the run ;';Ja~.e so the !'iln overheating could be considered a rather 

more likely origin for these 'Hi:i..t.>'Ler:::. •. Their general lemon-yellOH surface was 

probably not an oriu;inal f<eature but appears to be a decay product of the 

overbea t.ed gla'!.c:. 

TIH.· glaY.r>;; on tt,e poLLery contain far less tin than those on the 

-Lerracol.ta but art~ ~jtill l t~ad-ln~;eci. 


