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Fight sherds_éf Taie Norse pottery from Preswick ILinks,
Cailthness weregsubmitted for fabric examination in thin section
-under the betrological microscope. . The vast majority of thé
poLtery recovcred from Freswick is said to be vegetable~tempered
(Batey and Morris,1979; Batey,lMorris and Rackham,1979; Batey,

. ' . :
Jones and Morris,l980)., Most of the above sampiem contain
easily recopghizable impressions of chdpped grass or chaff,
usually in the form of elonpute voids, on'both the inner and
outer curiacco und, in some cages, also in lthe clay itself.
: Gi?en this common technological element hrosent in bhe majority
of the Freswick pottery, the object of the analysis was twoflold:
(1) 1o characlerize the rock aund mineral content of the samples
to see iI there is any significant variation within the group,
and (2)  if bossable to sugsest whether the pottery sampled
is Tikely to huwve been made in the area of Lreswick., Munsell
colour charts cre referred to, together with free deseriptive
ternis,

Pebvolowy 1d_Fabric
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FADBRIC 1 (S.Lr:s,y finds 1880 tC) |

Hord, rough. de“JC with clear 1mplnr3lons'of vegetdble mdtter
on ‘the duner and outvv surfaces of the sherd -and in fraéture,
light bu; O BXR {/4) out r suprface, darker inner surfaoé and
dark grny'core,' Th¢n nPGLiOHln“ uhO”a a number of vestclou

in ﬁhe faubric whern Lhu vvgetubie mattLJ JITRRS bgen arnt out
togotlicr with E,L‘:ci;g nent well-gorted quartz groing,

drains D0
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‘average size 0,10mm and under, and flecks of mica,
CPABRIC 2 (stray finds 1980 'A' and 'B')

-‘Fairly ginmilar fabric in the hand-specinen to Fabrile l; but
' in4thih section inclusions of sundstone can be seen which

‘WQre not noted in,FabriC_l, together with'numerous gquartz groains,
.Zayerage slre 0,00-.20mm, with occasional larger grains up to

.O.60mm‘across,_flecks of mica and elongate vesicles.
_E&legwi' (FL30 BD, PL80 BM 16.9.80, FL30 BM 20,9.80 and F180 BN).

Hard, rough fﬁirly sandy fabric, containing large inciusions

of sundétoné,-dafk pulf to lipght brown (7.5YR 6/4) outer surface,
dark grey inner surface and core. A Tew vegetable inpressions
can e seen on the onter vurfrces, bﬁt not nearly as'many as

Care present in Yobric 1 oand 2. Yhin gectioning shows pieces

of sundstone,muidstone, nunerous grains of quarty and Flecls

of wiea.  Vepgetable vesicles con he seen in FL30 BM 20.9.80,

but it as difiicult to confidently identifly them in the. other
stinless

PANIC 4 (LSO C1Y)

- P

Haxrd, rough'slightly éandy Tabric, some vegetable impressioné : -
can be scen on thic surfaces,‘durk'grey (2.5YR W4/ to T.3YR 15/) ‘
surfaces; lighter core. Thin SHCtioning reveals fragments of

(?) mudstona; o Little sandotone und a scatter of quartz grains

and flecks o mica,

'Conclusions

A I

fhere ig nothing in the petrology of. the eight sherds from

Freswick Links That sugdests anything elge but a fairly local

origin.  The uworth-cust region of Caitlmess, where Freswicl -



io sitﬁuted-, iﬁ covered by deposits of 0ld HRed Bandstone,

wiiich would account for the sundutoné inclusions in certain

of the sherds. BMHost, i not «ll, of the ssuwple sherds contain
vepgetoble dmpressions on the éutside surfaces, thoupgh a murber.
nof the sherds were rather uﬁull, muking identification difficult
in sone cascs.  However, thin suctioning'reveals that in ondy
three of the sherds are there a quanlity of vegefable inelu-~
.sions present-in tiie bhody of the clay, sugsesting that chopped
gfass/chaff formed an appreciable temper constituent. Vegetable—~
tempéred Late Norse poftery from Brough of Birséy.and Beach View
Studio Site, Birsay, Orlkmey, has also been examined in thin
‘section, but apart from sharing a common feature of vegetable-—
tenpering, does not closely rescmble the Labric {rom Freswick,.
The sherds from the latier site tend to be coarser-textured than

the majority of the sherds sawpled Lrom the two Birsay sites. -
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