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Eight Edwrus of Lrne Norse pottery from lh·eswick Links, 

Caithness were subrilitted for fubr:ic examination in thin section 

·under the petrological microscope •. The vast majority of the 

J)Ottery recovered frora I•'reswick i.s said to be vege·~able-tenwered 

(Batey and Borris,l979; lhtey,l·Iox-:r:Ls and Rackham,-1979; Batey, 
' 

Jones al'lll !-Iorris,l9i30), I·1ost of the above samples contain 

easily :·eeoglliz:tble improscd.orw oJ" chOfJJJed l§rass or chaff, 

usually in -Llw form o.f eJ.ongu.te voi.dtJ, on both tlw inner and 

outer l. '1 '"Ol'' ~_, C ·· · '' E' r·· ql,. 0 ·.r·.l-1 .. 0 ut::: <-t'--'J'-'' '-" o..> the ch.y itself, 

Givun tbi.s COL1llon tec1Lno1og:Let,l elerneJtt vr·erHmt :in the mujnd.t,\' 

of the :t'reBvr~ ck JlOttery, the object of the analysi.s was t1vo1.'old: 

(1) to cLnntc'Lcrize the rock and mineral content of the sa1llples 

to sec it there is any signi:fi.cant variaUon within the group, 

and (2) if pouejbJ.e to GUi;uest whether the pottery sampled 

iil Jikely to J-""·ve beex1 made in the ar·ea u.f l!'rem·rick. Hunse11 

uo1oUl' ch;:r-tn rcl'8 referred to, to~_;etlwr \'I:Ltll free dcorJripti.ve 

ter1n:--:;, 

1' e tro).::!J:;,r'.._':l~l..cL3:a bri c:_ 

( s ~J.'[ty J.ind e l St!O 'C 1 
) 

Bard, rouc;h fabric with cl<w.r impre:3sions of vegetable l~a tter 

on tlle illner and ont(-)t' surfnec:s cf the Dherd 'and j_n fracture, 

licl!t lmff ('f,';JYJt 7/4) outer tnu?f<we, darker 1.nnor ilurfaoe and 

dm·J.: 1_;r''S' coro •. Thin sectionin& !)!lows n number of ves:Lclcs 



· uvore,ge rn:,;o 0 .l01mn and under, and flo olea of mica. 

]1;\/lliiO 2 ( r~tru.y f:lnds 19<\0 1 A' and 1 B•) 
--:----~- ...... --....-~--

Fairly similar fabrj_o in the hnnd-r;peeil'lon to l!'abr:Lc 1, but 

i.n thin nect:ion inclnsio1n1 of mmdstonc can 1Je seen which 

were not noted :Ln. l<'abr:Lc 1, to[;etller with ·numerous quartz c;rains, 

avorage size 0.05-.20mm, with occasional larger ;;rains up to 

0. 60mm across, . fleclm of rrd ca nwl elongate vesicles. 

FA@i1.<L2 (PL80 lill, l<'1d0 BN 16.9.80, Ji'LSO BI'l 20.9.80 and li'U:JO BH). 

Hard, rouGh faj_r1y sandy fabric, containing large inclusions 

of sandstone, darlc bnff to li.gllt brown ('(,')YR 6/4) outer surface, 

dL<rk grey inner surJ;~_ce and core. A fc)W vegetable impressions 

can De seeiL on the outer uurfH-ce r.,, but not nearly us many as 

are prerocnt in l!\J.br:Lc 1 nnd 2. ~Ch:in cr;c'Uoning shows pieces 

but :Lt lf3 diJ:C:ionlt to oonl'j dcntly :Lucntify theri1· in the other 

(PWO CN) 

Hard, rough sl :~gll tly sandy fn hric, Dome vegetable :Lmpre ss:Lons 

surf<weu, li;)tte:c· core, Th:Ln ~JHcL:Loning reveals fragments of 

(?) rrmdstouc, a little sunclotono und a scatter o:t: quar'~Z cra:Lns 

and flecLs oJ' wica. 

· Oonclu~:licms 
~-··---·--· -· 

There ie nothing in tho petrology of the eight shards from 

Prc'm~ick L;Lnlw 'th:lt DU/_';Ii.osts anytlliJ:t; olpe but a fairly loccJ. 



j_ o u 1. tuu;b e d :Ls eovc::r·cd by ()t;pcwi tn of Old lied ::::andutone, 

which would account for the r;:cndutorw :i.rH;luu:Lonu in ccrto..i n 

of the uherdn were ratlwr Ui!litll, r,JaLi.nt; idcmt:i.f:i.cation d:Li'ficnlt 

Jn fJowe casuu. However; tl1i11 scct:Loninr~ rcvcalD thtJ.t in only 

three of tlw fJhcrds arc there a ctmmtity ·of veuc:table inclu-

~Jions pro~Jent ·in tl1e body oi' tiw clay, cug;;est:i.n!; tlJo.t c)lO]JfHJd 

[;rasro/ch;o~ff i'ormed an Ul'lll'oci<cible temver consti tucmt. VeL;etublc-

tel!lpercd Late Horse pott():ry fr01a Brough of Birsay and Beach Viev1 

Studio Site, Birsay, Orkney, has also been examined in thin 

section, lmt apart from sharing a co]l]lnon feature of vogetnbJe-

temporjng, doc·S not closuly resci!iblo the Iabr1c from I<'reswick. 

'l'hc Gllordo froJn the latter G:i.te tcmd to be coarser-textured than 

the rnaj or:Lty of tho ulteJ•chl Gnlupl"cl J'rortl the two JHrsa,y sJ. ten. 

B.J~ tc,v, C .B. c._:.nll. 
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