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Department of Archoecology, University of Eovthamplon

Two sherds of Late Norse poltery, one from the Brough of Birsay
and onc¢ from the Beach View Studio Site, Birsey, were submit-
ted for fabric eixamination in thin scetion under the petrolog-
ical microscope. IMunscll colour charls are referred to,
together with free descriptive LL’]“I“ The results are as

ollows: !
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FLOUGH OF GIRSAY  BB7G ML (873%)
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Hord, fairly smooth, elightly sandy fabric with some vegetable
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Ilpressi 0ns on Llie i BUILinE, Velry devals Saay (c.._).]. 1;‘){/)

ouwlber suifuece and core, lighier immer surflocce Thin section-
ing reveals g growndnass of snoeerous well-sorted guartys graing,
averoge size 0.10mm and under, togetler with some small picccs
o' sundovone, Llecks of mie . and a muaber of elungate vesicles
in the fubric wiwre veseladlce matter (Ychopped grass or chaft)

Les been buent ovd d@urdng 07200,

DA VIEW SWU0Te ST%8, MLasAY BV 99 I (3530).

Fairly soft, rough faubric, contwining freguent vegetable
impressions (Pchopped sruss or chwaff) bolh on the surloces. of
the ghierd and in the cliay dhoell. Tdght brownish-grey (LOYR 6/2)

virfaces, reddich--rey eore. Thin scectioning shwowy a fabric

i

folrly simidar to ihie shierd ifyow Brough off Birsty.
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Corurienlis

Both the Lrough of Birsay site anc the Beuch View Studio site
are situcled on Middle 0ld Red S:ndstone Depositls, capped with
boulder clay, and are less than @ mile from ewch other. It is
quite possible, tliierefore, that the similarities in fabric
between the two sherds mnerely reflect the use of similar vaw
muterials at both sites. Alternatively, a coumon origin for
these sherds should not be ruled out wimhqut a larger progranune
of analysgis on pottery from boih sites. Vegetable-tempered
Lale Norse poltery from Freswick Links has also been exanined
in thin section, but apsrt from sharing a common feature of
vegeltable~tenpering, does not cldsely resemble the fabric from
the two Birsuy sites. The shurds from the latter two sites
tend to be nore finer-textured than the majority of sherds

sarpled from Preswick Linlks.
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