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Introduction 

Eight sherds of Iledi30eval pottery from Exeter were submitted 

for fab~ic examination in thin section under the petrological 

microscope. ~he eight sherds, all from contexts dated c. A.D. 

1230-1300, are Ibrgely micaceous in the hand-s~ecimen, and 

are gellerally thouGht to be llon-Corr,ish in origin - yossibly 

from 3rittan~'. The ob~ect of the cDl.:.'.lysis "lEeS therefore 

b/ofold: (1) to cl.arcccterize in detail the L,brics involved 

ar.d CO::;:95.re ther.l \'/i til ecwl! other, and (2) if iJossible, to 

sugGest li,cely source arec.s. i:unsell colour ci;arts are referred 

t::J, toget:,er with free , • -+-' uesCrJ.pl.1Ve tcrL:S. 

Results 

(1) 3('16: GS 39-46-9 

2,].rd, :.:oderately rough sandy o.nd slighty l.1icaceous f1lbric, 

reddish-yello'.'! (be'tween 5YR 7/6 and6/6) throughout. Thin 

sectioning sLows frequent crains of quartz up to 0.70 11m in 

size, red iron ore and flecks of mica. The COLmon nature of 

the inclusions cive no indica~ion of oriGin. 

::oderi.l tely 11".rd, rough s3.l!dy filicc\Ceous fabric, Green glaze 

(between 5Y 6/4 and 5/3) on the outer surL'.ce, light Grey 

inne,r s:.:rfllce and coro. 
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(3) 1284 : GS F243 

Hard, moderately rouc;h salldy J,1icaceolls f:,bric, dark reddish­

grey (5YR 4/2) outer surfuce Lend core, <lurk Grey inner surface. 

(4) 1447 : F393 

Hardi rough sandy micaceous fubric, dark green (51 4/3) glaze 

covered by a lighter coloured patina on pu.rts ot'the outer 

surface, reddish-brovm (5IR 5/4) elsewhere. 

(5) 1085 : TS F251 

Hard, moderately rouch saildy micaceous fabric, greyish-brown 

(lOYR 5/2) outer surface and core, pi.J.tchy dark erey inner sur­

face. 

(6) 2310 : WS Pit 12 

Hard, modera tel,',' rough saldy uicaceou.s f~,bri c, dark ,;reen 

(51 4/3) Gh~ze on pc'.rts of the ou tel' su~~f,:"ce, erey core and 

reddisll-bro\'ffi (between 2.5YR 6/4 E'.nd 5/4) elsewhere. 

In thin section s8.uples 2-6 S~iOW 8. si;.;ilc,r 1'aBb e of inclusions, 

tlie L,.in fe'~"uu.res of ',ll11cl1 ',,:'e frequent qu:.rtz Grdins up to 

1 L.;:, in size, plentiful discrete (;ro.i11s of bloti te nud >l~lScovi te, 

chlori te, quartz-Lica-sc':list and a little iron ore and gU2.rtzi te. 

This cO::1:)osi tiol1 clee.rly indicates :'.n origin in an area domin-

0. ted by ~,le ta:lO rpr.i c ui co. sdd s t s. 'r:18 n8ilre s t LerlSe source 

of such rocks to Exeter is in Drittimy, and this could be 

si0 .;L;:'ic8.nt in vie'", of the (?) typoloLicc .. l features of these 

sherds ~Iicll led to t!le suggestion of a Breton origin. How-

ever, scc;ttered outcrops of mica schists [.lso occur in Devon 

and C0X;l}wall, in the ,.rea of Bolt Heud and the Lizard penin­

silla for eXcc;l)le, and furtiler work needs to be done in orqer 

to r,lore, pon:'?i;:lently alloce.ete this. IllLeterial to its S011rce. 
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(7) 1451 : F393 

Small ribbed hcUldle. Hlird, l!loderately s;,;ooth s(lndy Llicaceous 

fabric, light reddish-brown (2.5YR 6/4) surfu.ces, Grey core. 

Thin section study shows a c;roulldmass cor.iposed of Y',umerous 

sil t-sized quartz gruins and Sl1all flecks of mica, toge ther 

with a scatterof larger-sized quartz grains and black iron 

ore. ThE) llrevulence of mica in this sherd suggests an origin 

in or close to an outcrop of r.leta.morpltic rocks, and so the 

possible source areas mentioned for sanples 2-6 could !'lqually 

apply1n this case. 

(0) 983 : F243 

Hu.rd, rough sandy fabric, very pale brovm (lOYR 8/4) outer , 

surface, 'reddisl1-oroun i,mel' Gt,rface .. nd (jl'ey core. In thin 

dection t~_is sherd 2.D C:lr:.ructerized by l~',r~e i'r2.t;I.lents of a 

volc2.r .. ic rocl:, cC;"l';c:;ecl )rincillally of fels;;c·.r Liicroli tes set 

in a d"crk browll alter'ed l.:ltrix. Also IJresent ::.s a Groundnass 

of quartz graj.~ls, ~:vera~e size 0.05-0.20 un, with a scntter 

of hrser Gr ... i!ls 1).1) to 1.60 Ell:l across, flecks of uica, discrete 

grains of plagioclase fel Slll;.r and a Ii ttle chert. The COl.:pos-

i tion 8.nd condition of the volcanic rock in this sf'.clple sUGgests 

an ol'iGin in the Pern::'l .. n of the Exeter district (Tidr.lclrsh, 1932). 

If 1;;:is icler.tific.,tiol1 is correct, the vessel nay ll.\cve been 

::lcide. fairly locally • 

. Ticln,,-~'shi W. G. (1932) , The Per::l:j.an lavas of Devon' Quart. 

J. Geol. Soc., 38(1932), 712-775. 


