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Introduction

Eight sherds of llediaeval pottery from Exeter were submitted

for fabric examination in thin section under the petrological
microscope. The eight sherds, all fronm cohtexts dated c. A.D.
1230-1300, are largely micaceous in the hand-specinen, and

are generally thought to »e non-Corznish in origin - vossibly
from 3rittany. The objiect of the anulysis was therefore
twofold: (1) to characterize in detail the fibrics involved

and comnare them with esch other, and (2) if possible, to
suggest likely source areas. ilunsell colour cuarts are referred

to, togetlier with free descriptive torus,
Results

(1) 3216 : GS 39-46--9

Hdard, noderately rough sandy and slighty micaceous fabric,
reddish-yellow (between SYR 7/6 and6/6) throughout. Thin

sectioning siiows frequent srains of quartz up to 0.70 nm in

size, red iron ore and flecks of mica. The common nature of

the iinclusions ive no indication of origin.

(2) 1064 : F256

iloderately hoerd, rough sundy micuceous fabric, green glaze
(vetween 5Y 6/4 and 5/3) on the outer surfoce, light grey

inner‘surface and core.




(3) 1284 : GS F243

Hard, moderately rough sandy mlcaceous fabric, dark reddish-
grey (S5YR 4/2) outer surfuce and core, dark jrey inner surface.

(4) 1447 : P393

Hard,; rough sandy micaceous fubric, dark green (5Y 4/3) glaze

covered by a lighter coloured patina on parts of the outer
surface, reddish-brown (5YR 5/4) elsewhere.

(5) 1085 : T8 Fo51

‘Hard, moderately rough saundy micaceous fabric, greyish-brown
(10YR 5/2) outer surface and core, patchy dark grey inner sur-
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face.,

(6) 2310 : WS Pit 12

Hard, moderately rough sendy nicaceous fubrie, dark green
(5Y 4/3) gilaze on perts of the outer surfice, grey core and

reddish-brown (between 2.5YR 6/4 and 5/4) elsewhere,

In thin section sauples 2-6 siow a sidilar range of inclusions,
tiie ain Tfewvures of whichn zre ifreguent quartz grains up to

1 wm in size, plentiful discrete grains of bilotite and :uscovite,
chlorite, quartz-iica-schist and a little iron ore and quertzite.
This composition clearly indicates on origin in an area domin-
ated by wetancrphnic umdca schists. Tihe nearest large source

of such rocks to Exeter is in DBrittany, and this could be
sig;imlcﬂqt in view of the (?)typoloy 1c 1 features of tlhiese
sherds which led to tiie suggestion of a Breuon ergln. How-
ever,.scatﬁered putcrogs of mica schists wlso occﬁr in Devoﬁ

‘and Co:@wa}l,fin thé,urea of Bolt Head and the Lizard penin~
Sula'fdr éxanole, and further xorh needs to be done 1n order

'té “ore 003 1d ﬂtlj allochte this nmterlal to its source.




(7) 1451 : ¥393

Smzll ribbed hendle. Hurd, moderately swooth sandy micaceous
fabrie, light reddish=-brown (2.5YR 6/4) surfuces, srey core.
Thin scection study shiows a groundmass couposed of rnumerous

silt-sized quartz gruins and small flecks of mica, together
._with a scatterof larger-sized quartz_gfainé and bluack iron
ore. The prevelence of mica in this sherd suggests an origin
in or ciose to an ouutcrop of metamorphic rocks, and so thlie |
;possible éogrce areas nentioned for samplés:2~6 dould equally

apply in this case.

(8) 983 : F243
Hard, rough sandy fabric, very pale brown (1OYR 8/4) outer

sﬁrface, reddisn~brown inner surface .nd grey core, In thin
section tlils sherd is clhizructerized by lzrge Iragnents of a
volecanice roci:, coupceoed prineipally of felspur microlites set

in a dark browm altsred rwirix., Also present 1s a groundnass

of gquartz grains, -wverage size 0,095-0,20 mm,-with a scatter

of lerger groins up to 1.60 mm across, flecks of mica, discrete
grains of plagioclase felsper and a little chert. The coupos-
ition and condition of the volcaniec rock in this sauple suggests
an oorigin in the Permivn of the Bxeter district (Tidnursh, 1932).

If ziiis identificution is correct, the vessel nay li.ve bsen

mede fairly locally.
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