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Introducti()..!! 

Two sherds of Hediaeval pottery from Exeter (Nos. 1356 and 

3026) suspected of beir..e; St. Germans ware, were sublJitted for 

examina tion in thin section under the, petrological microscope 0 

Samples of 'standard' St. Germans ware were provided {or CODl-

parati ve purposes, to,;et'ler wi th a sherd of early Nediaeva.l 

local ware from IJIJ';nouth. l-Iunsell colour cllarts are referred 

to, together with free descriptive terms. 

(1) Exeter sherd 1356 ., 

Very hard, rough slig;ltly ~licaceous scUldy fabric, pale brown 

to grey (lOYR 7/4 to 5/1) surfaces dld c:,rey core. Thin sect-

ioning s~!.o\.,s L Gl"oundnass of quartz grains, average size 0 ,,20 DL 

and under, with a scatter of larger crains up to 1.20 mm across, 

quartzi te and flecks of l.lica. The uisp:.<ri ty in size be~ween 

the two classes of qWc.l'tz grains stron,~ly sugges ts that tOte 

larger-",ized crail~s weC'e deliberately added as temper. 

(2) Exeter slierd 3026 - -
EC'.rd, sliSll tly l:lic "ceous and illOdel'ately sandy fubric', yellowish,-

oroVIll (lOYR 4/6) t;L,ze on t11e inner surface, reddish-brown 

(5YR 5/» rough outer surf~ce and Grey core. Thin s8ctionin.s 
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be twe en t:li s sl,e rd '.lnr} 1; ° . 1356, though t~e former tends to 

be sliGhtly ~:ore ~.1ic<J.ceous !wd with less of the larBer-sized 

quartz cr<J.i:-ls that Ilere lioted in U,e lutter sherd. 

(3) 'Standard' St. Ger!;ans ware: ns 73 AS 

Hard, slightly rough se.ndy fClbric, with [Juch white felspar, 

whitish ?slip on tl~e outer surface, L~ey irmer surface with 

traces of a green glaze i.nd Grey core. Thin sectioning sho\'ls 

frequent quartz Grains in the size-range 0.20-1 Jilm, discrete 

grains of pl~gioclase and potash felspar lilld large fl~:es of 

biotite mica. 

(4) 'St:mda'nd' St. Ger,·,:.:'!" \'/Cire : 72(iI.) 

Very hftrd, ;.ode:'[, oely s;;,ooth slii~lttly se.ndy fabric, grey 

(oetVleen 5Y 6/1 a."1i 5/1) outer curface !md core, du.rlc creen 

,2;laze on ~;J.'3 in.ner surf~-,-ce. 1J.'!lin ~)(;C tion5.ng 8110\'/3 frequent 

qUD . .:::tz ~r:_~]._.~, L~ve~2~._.;e s:i.ze 0.05-0.30 I.U., v/itfl £~ fevl sli~~l~.:.tly 

l"1.r:ser~r:':'Ls, flec:.s of ::iC8., includillC large flakes of 

muscovite, ox ... J ':ll-C.l.: 80:,1(; :'elj.tic (,:.llt1 unJdentified fine­

~~rained l'ocl~8. 

(5) Loc"l e~~rl:.' ::ed~~,ev<.,l s~.~[d l'rOr:l l'lJrmouth : PA76 

'i.llli':l, ':-:..ard, rol..l';~:' ~·a~:J.~' ~ .. 2.c.::~ceous fL.bric, lit;i~t red (between 

2.5YR 6/3 uld 5Ylt) oute!' surLloe, lig;lt Grey inner surface 

and core. ~hin s2ctionin8 SllOWS a fairly cle~,n clay ma~rix 

containing SOLie g.rar,i te, 1.,r,..:e discrete flakes of biotite, 

tour::laline, ,)otc,sl: i'els1l2.r, n :<eli tic rool: and a scutter of 
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COI.uller, ts 

Neither of tile two Bxeter she~'ds Oioo. 1356 s.nd 3026) COHpare 

favourably in:LL, section to tile two 'utandard' St. Geruans 

sherds or to tlle early ::edi:cevn.l s:,erd from l)lynouth. Unfor­

tunately, t:,e llon-, L'.stic inclusions lTes.mt in the t'/ro 

Exeter shards o.:..'e !lot 'i:'.stinctive enouch to inelicate 3.1 ter­

native source [,reo.s wi t:, 2.11y precision. A non-Exeter origin 

rna.\, possibly be iLc lied as both sherds appear to lack inclu­

sions of S!;.ll:1,nOne and c::erL \'uicll are comrilonly found in 

products froL1 tile Saxo-e: or:"'·.n ldli1 in Beclfo:cd Street, Exeter. 

However, at olli s s o~.;e C'.n ",I tenk. ti ve local produc tion si te 

u til i zing eli i'ferel: t r2.W :·.lc·.terials to tl:ose available to the 

Bedfor~ S-treet .-otters cc~not, of COU~Ge 1)8 ruled out. 

',,'.·.~:i.ch r:liG~1t i_:~>l.:/ .. :l~ ::..-':f·=,"::,-'e~lt choice of r'El}:1 r.l:..'. tertnls for 

certain cl:.sses 0: ':e522_'", 0:'" al tern;·.tivcly a chr.,nce in 

tion ce';'i-c.re. 

P1Yl.:outil is c'"-·"',1'l/ in "v.l te c,iffel"ent fabric to the other 

r;:in8ral~~J s-~:":_'8s-~ r-. sO-.;.:C'8': ~n or c...:..osc; to ,'J.ll Ui.-'ea 01' t;':'''LUli tic 

I'OC~_S, and ,,":.3 s·~!.c_.:. \-::' .. :2.:' ~::C~:i to r~.;_le uut 0. l-·l.Y-1.~outll Ol .... J_Clll. 


