\ -
ﬂ'H N ?@oif}?’
365

PEYROLOGICAL AUALYSIS OF HEDIAEVAL POPTERY FROM LEXITER

D. P. Williams, Ph.D,, F.S.A.
(DOE Ceranic Petrology Project)
Department of Archaeology, University of Southampton

Introduction

Two sherds of Mediaeval pottery from Exeter (Nos. 1356 and
3026) suspected of being S8t. Germans ware, were submittéd for
examinafidn in thin section under the petrologica1 microscope.
Samples of 'standard' St. Germans ware were provided £eor com-—
parative purposes, togetiher with a sherd of early Mediaeval
local ware from Plymouth. HMunsell colour charts are referred

to, together with free descriptive terms.

Results

(1) Exeter sherd 1356

Very hard, rough sligutly micaeeous-sandy fabric, pale brown

to zrey (1O0YR 7/4 to 5/1) surfaces and srey core. Thin sect-
ioning slows & pgroundrness of quartz grainsg, average size 0.20 ru:
and under, with a scatter of larger grains up to 1.20 mm across,
quartzite and flecks of nica. The dispurity in size betiween

the two classes of quartz 5rainé strongly sugzzests that the

larger-sized grains were deliberately added as temper,

(2) Exeter sherd 3026

Herd, sligitly nicaceous and woderately sandy fabrie, yellowish-

vrowvn (1OYR 4/6) sluze on the imnner surface, reddish-brown

- (5YR 5/3%) rough outer surfuce and grey core. Thin sectioning

" reveols sinilarities in tie counposition of tie izclusions



between tils shierd and lio. 1%56, though the former tends to
be slightly lore micaceous and with less of the larger-sized

guartz grains that were noted in the latter sherd.

(3) 'Standard' St. Gerians ware : LS 73 AS

Hard, slightly rough sundy fabric, with ruch white felspar,
.Whitish ?s8lip on the outer surface, grey inner surface with
fraces of a green glaze «nd grey core. Thin sectioning shows
frequent quartz'grains in ithe size~-range 0.20~) mm, discrete
grains of plegioclase and potash felspar ond large flalies of

biotite mica,

(4) '"Stundard' St. Geriins ware : 72(4)

Very hard, iloderuiely simooth siij;hily sandy fadbriec, grey

3

(vetween 5Y 6/1 ani 5/1) outer surface und core, durk green
slaze on tuz inner surfuce. Thin sccebioning shnows frequent
quartz groils, average size 0,05-0.30 1z, with o few siijitly
larger jruins, Tieciis of nica, includiing large fiakes of
muscoviite, and witii gone rtelitic wnd unidentified fine-

srained roci.S.

(5) Locul ecriry ilediievel sierd from ¥lymouth : PATH

+

“hin, hard, roug. saundy nlcaeceous {obric, liget red (between
2.57R 6/8 end 5YR) outer surfoce, light grey inner surface
and core., Thin scctioning siows a fairly cleun clay matrix
- containing sone granite, iarse discrete flakes of biotite,
tourzaline, potash felspar, o pelific rocik and a scatter of

guartz roins up to l.40 M across.



Coments

Neither of tite two Bxeter sherds (liou. 1356 and 3026) compare
Tavourably in tl:in sccetion to the two 'standard' Ot%t. Gernans
sherds or to tiae carly lledinzeval sherd Irom Plynouth, Unfor-
tunately, tie non-. lostic inclusions uresent in the two
Exeter shovds are not distinetive enough to indicate zlter-
nétivé source areas wit: zsny precision. A non-Exeter origl
may possibly be iinlied as both sherds appear to lack inclu-
éions bf sendostone and cliert waich are commonly found in
'produéts from the Saxo-Uoran kiln in Bedford Street, Exeter.
However, aﬁ tils szTzze zn clternative local production site
utilizging different raw ncterials to tiiose available to the

Bedford Street -otters connot, of course be ruled out,

[

There are fabric lfzrerces in tie Ut., Gerians ware sierds
ooieh mignt iomly . dlZferent cholce of raw mwterials for
certain closces of vogsczoz, o alternstively a change in
supnlies o W rimorialz over a oseriod of tine. Acceniting
of course, Tzt voth oozrds wre L roducts of tle sane produc-
tion centre. Inn Tiis conzzxt tine ewrly ledizeval saerd from
Plyuouth is cleurly in a uite different fabric to the other
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rociis, and 05 suco woull seenr To rule oul o Flynouth origin.




