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Soil Report for the Bancroft Site (MK343) MH ton Keynes 

By Helen C M Keeley 

A series of samples were taken from a '{ater-logged deposit at Bancroft (MK3t\ 3), 

adjacent to a Roman Site. A number of finds had occurred in thR deposit, as 

shown in Figure 1. Section 1 is descri·ned below:-

1. Very dark greyish brmm ( 10Y11 3/2) moderately friable organic si 1 t lofWl 1·:.ith 

feH, coarse distinct dark reddish brmm (SYI< 3/3) mottles and moderate, ffiPIHum 

subangular bloclcy' structure. Hoots Her<c abuilll811t, coarse to fine Fihrouo· and sto1ws 

.few (gravel). r.1any remains of plants mJd ;r;;_l:".lo.cv)'cf \·Jere pr0sent. 

2. Dark gTeyish brovm (10YR tl/2) modc;ratr,'lr friable org-::mic silt lon.m l·r.ith 

many coarse distinct ydlmrish rrecl (5YH t\/6) motUes (about ?fJ}!,) a.nri mor1Prnt,c 

medium blocky structure. Stones HQre al1nent; roots n.bundallt, coarne to fine 

f:JJ;ro\1.8, IJ_'hcre uere m::my !:•oLL1J.~.H~Fj and plant remains. 

3. GrP.yish hrovm ( 10YR 5/2) firm, plast.ic s il tJr cln.;y lawn Hi th some co::1rr:w sn;nd 

and about 10% reddish hrmm (5Y11 4/ I)) coarsn di sti.nct .mottles. Structurn Han vre~.k 

mediwn prismatic, rootu Here m8,ny, coarnP to fi.nr: fib:r'O\\G, fl.nd oton.o;J fc:H (r~r:::wr· 1). 

There HerR many pla.nt rrcmains and moll use: s. 

4. Very dark grey ( 10Y11 3/1) sli(;'htl.'! friabl<' organic si1t lonm ;~ith common 

medium to fine distinct dark reddish brmm (5YR 3/3) mottles in root chfmncls and 

moderate medium prismatic structure. Stonen vrer8 absent, roots common, coe:r·sp to fine 

fibr0us 1 and there ;~ere many plant rerna.ins but fr»r molluscs. 

5. Black ( 10YR 2. 5/1) moderat0ly friable or,n;anic silt loam Hi th some coar.qe sand 

and feH fin<' diRtinct d.:trk rcddinh lwmm ()Yil 3/3) mottles in root chonnels. 

P8.tches of livht grey ( 10Y1( 7/1) coarse r:wncly clny (about 20)~) HC!rr' n.lso present. 

StructuJ-:'0 Has moderate, mcdimn an81Jlar bloc ley, stones VJCTI'.:~ aboc:nt RJ1d .roots few, 

medium to fine fihrous.. rl'her~ Herr: mn.ny vlnnt _rPmains hut no molluncs Here RP0n. 

6" Very dark brmm (10YH ?/2) fria.bl0 orr;anic silty loam vr.it1: ]Jatch<•3 of 

r;:reyish brown ( 10Xll 5/2) coarse loamy sand. This layo: v•as quit<' peaty and appPared 

to have the highest organic matter content of those cxamirwd. 'lt.ntCturc l·mn 

motlerat0 medium angular blocky, ston0s ur-re fcH (c:r~).v~l) Pncl rootn fr'\·r, fin(' fibx-ous. 

Ah1mi!Bnt molluscs and plant remo.in.s occnrrr>d" 



7. Dark greyish brmm (10YR 4/2) moderately friable coarse saxtdy loam with weak 

medium subangular blocky structuTe, Roots ani! stones were absent. This lens 

contained many molluscs but fe>~ plant remains, 

8, Very dark broVIll ( 10YR 2/2) moderately friable organic silt loam l·li th moderate 

medium subangular blocky structure. Roots and stones uere absent; there were many 

molluscs and plant remains. 

9. At the base of the section, presum!lbly representinG' the odgin!ll stream berl, Has 

&rey ( 10YR 5/1) slightly friable coarse loamy mmd Hi th r::ommon mfldlum distinct 

strong br01m (7.5YR 5/8) mottles and Heak suba.ngular blocky structure. Stones Here 

a.btmcla.nt (about 80'}6), gravel to medium, rowrrled pebl·les ancl roots absento Fe1·1 

me lluf'cs and plant rema.ins occuxred. 

These sediments Here conoistent Hi th tt m0.rsh deposit, n.s indicated by the 

molluscan evidence (Spencer, 1')02). 
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