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Soil Report for the Bamcroft Site (MK343) Milton Keynes

By Helen C M Keeley

A serieg of samples were taken from a water-logged deposit at Bancroft (MK343),
adjacent to a Romen Site., A mumber of findsg had occurred in the deposit, as

shown in Figure 1. BSection 1 is described below:-

1. Very dark greyish browm (1OYH,3/2) moderately friable organic silt loam with
few, coarse distinct dark reddish brown (5YR 3/3%) mottles and moderate, medium
subangular blocky  structure. Roots were abundant, coarse to fine fibrous and stones

few (gravel). Many remains of plants end malluncy were present.

2. Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) moderately friable orgsnic silt loam will
many coarse distinet yellowigh red (5YR 4/6) motiles (ahout 204) and moderate
medium blocky  structure. Stones were abgeni; roots abuondant, coarse to Tine

fibrovwa. There were many mollvsges and plant remains.

3. Greyish brown (1OYR 5/2) firm, plastic silty clay lomn with some conrse sand
and about 108 reddish browm (SYR 4/4) goaraa digbtinet mottles, Structure was weak
medium prismatic, roots were many, coarse to fine fibrows, and stones Tew {gravel).

There were many plant romains and molluses,

4. Very dark grey (1OYR 3/1) slightly friable organie silt loam with common
medium to fine distinct dark reddish browmn (SYR 5/3) mottles in root channcels and
moderate medium prismatic structure. Stones wvere absent, roots common, coarse to fine

fibrous, and there were many plant remains but few molluscs.

5. Black (10YR 2.5/1) moderately friable organic silt loam with some coarse sand
and few fine distinct dark reddish browm (5YR 3/3) mottles in root chernels.
Patches of light grey (10YR 7/1) coarse sandy clay {abount 2080) were also present,
Structure was moderate, medium angular blocky, stones were absent and roots few,

medium to fine fitrous. There were many plent vemains but no molluscs were seen,

6. Very dark brown (10YR 2/2) friable organic silty losm with patches of

rreyish brown (1QYR 5/2) coarse loamy sand, This layer vas quite peaty and appeared
to have the highest organic matter content of those exunined., Stricture wes
moderate medium angular blocky, stones were few (grovel) end roots fou, fine fibroue,

Abundant molluges and plant rempins occcourved,



7. Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) moderately friable coarse sandy losm with weak
medium subangular blocky structure. Roots and stones were absent. This lens

contained many molluscse but few plant remains.

8. Very dark brown (10YR 2/2) moderately friable organic silt loam with moderate

medium subangular blocky structure. Roots and stones were absent; there were many

mollugcs and plant remains,

9, At the bage of the section, presumably representing the original stream hed, was
grey (10YR 5/1) slightly friable coarse loamy sand with common madium distinet
strong brown {7.5YR 5/8) mottles and weak subangular blocky structurc. Stones were
abundant (about 80%%), gravel fo medium, vounded pebhles and roots absent, Few

meilusca and plant remaing occuried.

Theae sediments were consistent with a marsh deposit, as indicated by the

molluscan evidence (Spencer, 1962).

Reference
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f Grey/Brown humic peat

o Grey/Brown mottled silty peat

Grey gleyed clay

Dark grey silty clay

Grey/Black silty clay
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Wood
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