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o MAGTUS (S 75) City of London

The IMioh lones

Sone 67 fish bones were recovered during excavations, later sieving of bulk
goll samples did not yield any more fishbone,

The following species were identified; roker (Raja clavata), elasmobranchs,

herring (Clupea harensus), cod (Cadus morhua), haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus),

whiting (Merlongive merlangus), ling (Molva molva), dory (Zeus faber), black

sea~bream (Spondyliosoma cantharus), mackerel (Scomber scombrus), plaice

(Pleuronectes platessa).

A1l these species are sea {ish and suggest a number of fishing methods.

Cod appears in all phases, and btogether with ling is suggestive of a deep water
fishery in all periacds. Today the southern limits of the digtribution of ling
are the northern Iorth Sea to Yorkshire wmo, unless its distribution has changed
in recent +time, due to heavy fishing ox climatic change, this species would be
transported a great distance probably dried or salted. Cod has been a steple
food Tish throughout history ond was often marketed dried or galted as stockfish,

‘"he nhaddock lives close to the sea bed in depths of 40-300 metres (VWheeler
1978, 152) shallower than cod and ling, and could be cauvght off the south east
coast, probably on lines. Vhiting are common in shallow inshore waters and are
also found off the south east coast, both haddock and whiting were preserved when
the slowmess of transport precluded the economic marketing of fresh fish.

The roker is also common in shallow water, especially in the breeding season
and was probably caught on lines as would have been the plaice., Both could have
been caught in the intertidal zone where they feed at high tide being trapped in
Tkiddles! which caught the fish on their return with the tide to deeper water
(Wheeler 1979, 80). These traps are age old and are mentioned in the Magna Carta.

The herring fishery developed with the manufacture of fine meshed 'drif’t
nets'!, vhose firsgt use is not known, mackerel might also be caught in such nets
(Wilson 1973, 27). The herring was abundant in the North Sea until its present

over-fighing and was smoked, salted and pickled.



Dory is rare today in the southern HWorth Sea, which is ite northerly limit,
aqinshore solitaxry fiah it breeds in summer in the English Chammel. Dory make
very good eating and have long been prized.

Thre black gsea~bream is found in the ¥nglish Channel, and in summer may
migrate further north, one ol its favourite Lreeding grounds is off Littlehampton
on the gravel., This fish is rare in the Thames Bstuary (Wheeler 1979, 191) and
wag probably caught on a line.

Size comparisons were made against modern reference specimens whenever
possible, the dentary of the dory was slightly larger than that of a modern specimen
of total length 65 cms, so the S5t lMagnus specimen was a large one and therefore
probably a female (Wheeler 1978, 190). The size of the other species were not
remarkable.

A Imifecut was seen on the vertebral columm of a black sea~bream from context
286 (a Roman deposit), and also on the vertebral centrum of a cod from context 99,
the most recent phase, (fourteenth century).

This collection of bone spamuning the Roman to Hedieval periods consistently
produced the same siaple food fish, i.e. cod, ling, haddock, and whiting as well
as some more luxurious items such as dory and sea~bream, suggesting a variety of
Tighing activities.

T would like to thank Mr A Wheeler (DILH) for his help and the use of his

reference collection.
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PHASE CONTEXT  SPECIES ARATORY
ROHAN
Feriod | Fhase 1 286 Cod 1 dentary
Biack 1 vertebral
gea-hreas centrum
Unident, o f1i rays
4 fraguents
357 Ling 1 preopercular
Period | Phase & 301 Unident 6 fraguents
(dth
Period 2 Fhase 1 143 Dary 1 dentary
CBth-10th 293 Hackerel 1 vert cent
River silt dump Flaice 1 vert cent
Late Saxon 193 Unident 1 fin ray
Feriod 2 Fhage 2 220 Flaice 2 vert cent
Black L vert cent
Cyth:10th silt seabrean
Hhiting I vert cent
Cod 2 vert cent
Unident 2 frageents
221 Flaice 1 vert cent
Saxo-Horman ¥ Cod 1 vert cent
Backfill to Cad\iing i opercuiar
waterfront frag
1050 AD - 1100 AD Haddock i cleithrus
Fiaice i vert cent
Rackerel 1 premacilla
thident 3 Jert cent
feriod 3 Fhase 3 184 Cod 1 vert cent
Late Ciith riversilt
Early C12th river 192 Cod I parasphenoid
silt Ling ! vert cent
Roker i dewticle
Herring t guadrate
1 ceratohyal
Haddotk 1 uadrate
Gadoid 1 vert tent
Elaswobranch 1 vert cent
Unident 2 skull frag
10 frags
Ygoood 3 Phase § 0 &2 Cod 1 parasphenoid
%g&—612rh "199; nake up Herringisprat ¢ ofit bultae
arly C13th river 144 Lo Lonperewizn
510t
Period 4 Fhase ¢ ¥ Loc T vert o
Later “edieval 13001350 aD
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