
8'1' JIAG:ru;o Uni 7'2) City of London 

'.2he Pioh :dones 

SoLJe 67 fish bones um·e recovered during excavations, later sieving of bulk 

soil samples did not yield cu:ry more fishbone, 

The :folloHine species Here identified; rolcer (Tia,ia clavata), elasmobranchs, 

herring ( Clupea harencus), cod (Gadus mo:chua), haddock (Helanogrammus aeglefinus), 

l·rhitine (llerlfl.!lCiuo merlanguo), ling (Holva molva), dory (Zeus faber), black 

sea-bream (8ponc1Yliosoma can:thax~ts), mackerel (Scomber scombrus), plaice 

(Pleuronectes platessa). 

All these species are sea fish and suggest a number of fishing methods. 

Cod appears in all phases, £111<1 together Hi th ling is suggestive of a deep \·Ia ter 

fishej_'Y in all periods. 'roday the southern limits of the distribution of ling 

are the northern !Torth Sea ·co Yorkshire so, unless its distribution has changed 

in recent time, clue to heavy i'ishilv; oJ: climatic change, tlris species uould be 

tran:>pOl'ted a &,'l'eo.t distance probably clried or sal ted. Cod has been a ste,ple 

food fish throughout history end Has often maxketed dried or salted as stockfish. 

'.Che haddock liven close to the sea bed in depths of 40-300 metres (\·fi1eeler 

1978, 152) shalloHer than cod ::md liug, and could be caught off the south east 

coast, probably on lines. Hhiting are common in shalloH inshore 1·1aters and are 

also found off the south east coast, both haddock and 1-rlri ting were preserved lrhen 

the slo1mess of tranoport precluded the economic marketing of fresh fish. 

'i'he roker is also common in shalloH 1mter, especially in the breeding season 

and Has probably caught on lines as 1wuld have been the plaice. Both could have 

been caught in the intertidal :<one 11here they feed at !ugh tide being trapped in 

1 kiddles 1 \Jhich caught the fish on their return vri th the tide to deeper 1mter 

(1·fueeler 1979, 80). These traps are age old and are mentioned in the !1agna Carta, 

The herring fishery developed 1·ri th the manufactuxe of fine meshed 1 drift 

nets', 1rhose first use is not lmo1·m, mackerel might also be caught in such nets 

(Hilson 1973, 27). The herring vras abundant in the North Sea until its present 

over-fishing and ~ras smoked, sal ted and pickled, 



Dor<J is rare today in the Gouthern North :>ea, \'lhich is its northerly limit, 

ruJ.nshore solitary fish it breeds in summer in the English Channel. Dory make 

very good eating and have lone; been pri"ed. 

The black seo,-bream is found in the Ji}nglish Channel, and in summer may 

migrate further north, one of its favourite breeding grounds is off Li ttlehampton 

on the gravel. This fish is rare in the 'l'hames Ji}stuary (vlheeler 1979, 191) and 

t-ras probably caught on a line, 

Size comparisons t-rere made against modern reference specimens \·lhenever 

possible, the dentary of the dory Has slightly larger than that of a modern specimen 

of total length 65 ems, so the St Hagnus specimen ;ras a large one and therefore 

probably a .female (>/heeler 1978, 190). ~'he size of the other species Here not 

remarkable, 

A lmifecut ;ras seen on the vertebral column of a black sear-bream from context 

286 (a Roman deposit), and also 011 the vertebral centrum of a cod from context 99, 

the most recent phase, (fourteenth century). 

'.i'his collection of bone opa.nnip_g the Roman to Heclieval periods consistently 

produced the same staple foocl fish, i.e. cod, ling, haddock, and 11hi ting as \·Jell 

as some more luxurious items such aG clor<J and sea-bream, suggestine; a variety of 

lishin{; activities. 

I Hould like to thank Hr A Hheeler (mrrm) for his help and the use of his 

reference collection. 
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