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Small numbers of insect remains Here sorted from three sample flotants from 

Rolll811 features at the site of Pinge1-1ood, and submitted to the Ancient 

!1onuments Laboratory for identification. Seeds similarly extracted from 

Roman and earlier samples uere also sent nnd these form a separate report 

by Hiss P,Para.dine. 

Preservation of the insects H2Al c;enera.lly good, although some of the scleri tes 

l·rere fragmented, but numbers Here ve:..--y lou, possibly resulting from lack of 

recognition. These are given ''-S 'l'able I. The paucity of species prevents 

Bny attempt at faunal assesament, but certain indicator species m.:·e Sl..l[)'gestive 

of possible elements in the local enviromnent. The dune; beetles and 'dor' 

beetles Colobopterus fossor, Aphooius sp. and Geotrupes sp. suggest large 

mammals, possibly implying g-rm,ing, although it must be stressed that all 

are strong fliers, Dung, if present, 1·rould have provided a sui table habitat 

for Anotylus rugosus. A single head of AnobiUlll punctatum vras recorded in 

F253. The larvae of this species are the infamous 1~ood1·rorm 1·rhich bore into 

vrood, especially dead trees, structural timbers and furniture, but the 

adults fly strongly and 1100d cannot be infe=ed from an isolated occu=ence. 

The small group of 6 11Sevils provide possible e1fidence of food plants. 

Both Si tona species e.ttack various clovers and other Papilionaoeae, and 

HyPera ptmctata feed.s on a variety o:f open ground plants, including !1edicam 

(lucerne), Ononis (rentha=OI·r) m1d Trifolium (clover). Acalles ptinoides 

has been recordecl on you.ne oalc oo.plingn and from heclc(es but it also occurs 

on ling (Call una) or moss eo. Notaris acriclnlus feeds on a V<l.riety of 

l·!aterside veg-et<>:tion ru1d the ti.rw ueevil Tan.yspl1yrnn lemnae feeds 

exclusively on clucbreecl. A mooaic of any or all theoe vegetation types, 

possibly ~?i th some grazing, might have existed in the local Rorna11 landscape 

at PingeHood. 



TABLE I 

Insect species from Pinge~TOod 

SAI1PLE corn 

Dermaptera 

Forficula auricularia 

Coleoptera 

Carabidae 

Carabus violaceus I,. 

Nebria brevicollis (:c•.) 

Amara sp. 

Dromius linearis (01.) 

Geotrupidae 

Geotrupes sp. 

Scarabaeidae 

Colobopterus fossor (L,) 

Aphodius spp. 

Staphylinidae 

Anotylus r u,gosus (F,) 

Anobiidae 

Anobium puncta tum (Deg.) 

Curculionidae 

Sitona sulcifrons (Tlnm,) 

S,sut.ralis Steph, 

Uypera punctata (F.) 

Tan,ysphyrus lemnae (Peyk.) 

F2 

1 

1 

1!'236 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F253 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



F2 F236 F253 

Not~is a¢ridulus (L,) 1 

Acalles ptinoidea (Marsh.) 2 1 

Hymenoptera 

Formicinae 2 

Olptera 

Puparia 8 
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PLANT REMAlliS . FROM BRONZE AGE ANJl ROMAN CONTEXTS A'I' PlliGEWOOD 

PM Paradine 

The samples from Roman (Ref, PE1 78) and Bronze Age (Ref, PE2 79) layers 

were received as sieved and sorted material, this probably resulting in a 

bias in favour of those seeds which float naturally. 

The dry material was in a relatively good state of preservation, having 

been recovered from waterlogged sediments. Only the cereals in samples 

F2 and F253 and the Agrostenuna githago "ho;red any indication of carbonisation. 

The species found in the samples do not f:lll into nny convenient plant groups, 

and they may simply represent a conglomcrntc collection of debris from the 

su=ounding area, or this may be the reeml t of smnpling. It is most likely 

that the seeds found in the samples examined represent only a small proportion 

of the species present at the site. Evidence of this can be shown in sample 

F253 where a single nutlet of Lycopus europaeus L. was found adhering to 

the mud lining the inner shell surface of the Corylus avellana fragments. 

It is also most unlikely that sample F446 contained only water buttercup 

achenes; these achenes become naturally enn1eshed in the plant's own growth, 

forming a continuous dense mat of vegetation as they germinate. This mat 

floats usually just below water level forming a natural trapping area for 

all floating debris and it often contains large 'deposits of various seeds, 

No accurate environmental picture can be deduced from the plant list, for, 

as stated above, there are no groups of habitats found in any one sample, 

The plants range from species such as Rosa sp., Rubus spp., Sambucus nigra; 

Fragaria vesca; Ballota nigra nnd Glechomrt hederrtcea which suggest a >roodland/ 

copse edge and Rurrounding grcwsy slop inc; lmnk ,.,i th associated hedgerow-type 

1 



growth of plants associated with water. Marginal aquatics are represented 

by Alisma plantago-aquatica and Lycopus europaeus, both of which can surviVe 

in muddy ditches; Callitriche can exist in a relatively shallow brackish 

position but plants such as Apium nodiflorum and Ranunculus subgenus Batrachium' 

require fresh running water to establish and produce fertile fruits. The 

last group of plants are those commonly found around disturbed/cultivated 

ground, ie Aethusa cynapium and the Polygonum combined with ruderals such 

as Thlaspi; Cirsium spp. and Urtica spp., in association >1ith plants 

found as "weeds" in cereA.l fields. 



PI~EWOOD Fruits and seeds found in hotanical samphs from Rolliln and Brom.f' AgP layers 

, Jl.anuncu la ceae 
Ranunculue subgenus Batrachium 
R.acris L. 
R.bu.lhosus L. 
R. rf' pe 011 L. 

FnJTI8 riac~>ae 
Fumitorv officinalie L. 

AchP ne 
Ar.hPne 
Ac hPne 
AchPne 

BraRsicaceae (Cruciferae) 
Alliaria pPtiolata (Bieh.) Cav Pt (iranrl. 

Thla~pi arvrnse L. 

Violaceae 
Viola sp. subgenus Melanium 

Caryophyllaceae 
Agrostemrna githa~o L. 
CeraRtium sp. 
S te llaria jraminea L. 
S .media (L_ Vill. 
Mo{'hringia trinPrvia (L) Clair. 

C h{' no podia cPae 
Chf'nopoilium album L. 
C .polyspernum L. 
A triplex pa tula L. 

Malvaceae 
Malva sylvf'stris L. 

RosacPae 
Fragaria Vf'f:C8 L. 
Potenti lla ere eta (L) 11Anf'lch. 
Prnnus e pi nos a L. 
Rosa sp. 
Ruhus spp. 

Calli trichac('ae 
Ca I li tri c he s p. 

Cornaceae 
Cornus sanguinea L. 

A piaceae (Umhf> lli ferae) 
A e thus a cyna pi unt L. 
Ae go pod i urn porlaga ria L . 
Apium norli flornm (L) Lag. 
Conium maculatum L. 

SHfl c 
SHrl 
SE>erl 
SHd 
Sef'rl 

Fruit 

Achf'nf' 
A c hr l1P 

S t,one 
AchenP 
S f!f' rl A 

frni.t 

Crrmocarp 
Crrmoca rp 
Crr moea rp 
C rrmnc~rp 

BJWNlE AGE: PE2. 79 

B\5 B\6 n\1:14 

1 

1 

Frag. 

Frar.. 

...! 7 

ltOMAN: IE 1 78 

F2 F84 

1 
9 

2 

1 

18 

6 
2 

Fra ~ 

1 
1 

5 

3 

1 

F2rl3 F253 F-446 F452 

1 
2 

37 
74 
{) 

1 

8 
- 13 

f~~::"~ of1 ~st. 
~Uhllf! Rpp . R40 
only in 
t his fiAmplP 

Fruit 

22 

RPgmf'nts 

lll 

2 
12 
4 

215 

Fraf! . 

! ', 

• I 





Poaceae (Gramineae) 
Ph1eum pratenRe L. 
Bromua seca1inus L. 
Triticum spe 1 ta L. 
Avena sp. 

\7. a r.v o ps is 3 
Caryopsis· C 

TlachiA & Caryopsis C, 
Caryop!'lis G 

a\134 F2 

1 
1 
1 

~3ft-· F253 -
2 
fj & n. 

All the lar~er sAmples contAined very many Rmnll frn trm.,nts of !'!P.Pcls and intPrnal t\ ~ ~nes,' the!'lr fro gmf'nt.g w1·r·<' not inc luded in 

the fip;ure!'l unless they werf! half or rnorf' thf' original size of thr cli!H~eminu1e. 

C = ca rboniseit 

n ~ rnc hit!! 
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PIAN'I'S IlF.PHESEN'l'F:D IN nttONZE A('if: AND ROMAN SAMPlES Ffiot.t PIN!iF.WOOD. 

H.anunculaceae 

Fmnariaceae 

Ha11unculus Huhgenus Datrachium 
R.acris L. 
It. bulbosus L. 
R.re(lf'ns L. 

Fumaria officina lis L. 

Water butte rcupe 
Mnndow buttetcup 
Dulbosua buttercup 
Creeping buttercup 

Fumitory 

Brassicaceae (Crucifc rae) 

Violaceae 

Caryophyllaceae 

Che nopodiaceae 

Malvaceae 

Rosaceae 

Calli trichaceae 

Cornaceae 

Alliaria peti.olata (Dieh.) Cav. t>t Grnnrle 
;~hlaR pi arvenae L. 

,Jack-i n-thr-Hedge 
Pt- nny r-;rasl!l 

Y.iola sp. of suhgenua Mt>lanium (V .tricolor gr~) Heartsease 

Agrost'emma gi thago L. 
Ce~as tium sp .. 
Stellaria )rami.neae L. 
S.media (L Vill. 
'foehringia trinervia (L) Clair. 

Chenopodium alhnm L. 
C,pol;vspernum L. 
A triplex J8 tnla L. 

Malva sylvestris L. 

:<\:~.gada veR ca L. 
Fo '<,entilla erecta (L) Hausch. 
Prunus s pi n()sa L. 
R~"' ':~· 
?:_·~~· 

'> 1 i. :, ri c he s p. 

Corncodde 
Mouse - f' a red-c hi ckweed 
Lesser s ti tchwort 
Chiclcweed 
Sandwort 

Fat hen 
All-seed 
Common orac he 

Common rna llow 

Wild a trawbe rry 
Common tormentil 
Sloe 
Wild r ose 
lHackh~ rry 

Watt>r starwort 

W'. nguinra L. Doi!Wood 
::-·r n, 1'il~>lycrania sang:uinea (L) Fonrr. 

A piaceae (UmbP.ll i ferae) 

Polygonaceae 

Urticaceae 

Corylaceae 

Solanaceae 

S crophulariaceae 

Ae thu3a C'[_rtB pi nm 
At'l!oro<i_i. um norla . 
!- ''i ll.J" n--·rH fJ <• - urn 

·- . • - -- .:.;.:.;....~J..-.=.;.1::, 

· -, . '=~-:: ·_-_).'!-.t.nm L • . 

~: :. ' .. v..lJ:~.__':_t; o o.volvulus (L) DtmJOr~~ 
r,r l' . . Po.J~!"onum convolvulus ~. 

Fool' s parsley 
Gronnrl elder 
Fool's watercress 
HPm! ock 

Bin<h fecd. 

· , ::?."?.~1.m _f' ~1.larc L. H('d shank 
-'-: _ ~ .t'tl t ': · :> ·. L~----==-==========-- Pale_ pe..rei..caria 
i,,penJ i'·. , .- .. Persicaria 
Rumex en. :' ·p·:!_ ·J. ., Curhd doclr 
R.obtus if('l :__iv~ . L . Broad-leaved dock 

Urtica di o.i_ c~:_~. 
U.nrens L . 

Cor:vl us an : e_~. 

GrP.ater stinging nettle 
Smaller stinging nettle 

Haze 1 nut 

DeadJ.:: nightshade 



Lamiaceae (labiatae) 

Capri folinceae 

Va lf' rianacf'ae 

A,j11ga n ptans L. 
Ballota nigra L. 
Glechoma hPCleracea L. 
Lye opns f' m·opa~ us L. 
Prunella vulgaris L. 
S tac hys sp. 

Smllhnc.n!'l nigra L. 

Valrrinnf'lla clentata Poir. 

As tP racene (Com..P_osij.ae) 
La psana 
Cirs ium 
C. vu 1 fTO rf' 
Cardm1H ~ r . 

A 1i ~macene (A lisma tar.en<>) 

. Juncaceae 

Cyr£ raceae 

Poaceae (G raminea) 

Ali ~rna r lfl n t-~ rro-nq no ti ca L. 

,Juncm~ s p • 

CarPx fln cca Sr.hrPh , 
C .di ndsa Stoler!-! 
C . l r pidoca I'J"8 rausch. 
ElPochoris paluRtris (L) ll . . S· S. 
? Ca rf' x R .P • 

Ph le urn pua te nRe L. 
Bronltls flPcnlinus L. 
Tri t.icum SJ)fl 1 t.a L. 
Ave na s .E.!_ 

·. 

' • 

Dur~ lP 
liM rhnnnrl 
G r onnrl ivy 
Gi psywort 
s.- 1 r hi' n 1 
Wonnclworts 

E l<lr f'lw rry 

Corn sa l arl 

Ni pplPwort 
C rN• r ing thist l e 
S p•·n r t hi t: t.le 
'r hi II t}p 

W o tf' r p 1 n n ta in 

Carna t,j on l"ecige 
G rry fie d v.e 

Spilce p;rnsA 

'fimothy 
DromP grass 
S pP It wheat 
Oat 


