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Catterick Bridge. Yorks. 

Geolo8l. A.Soli~ 

Permian kagneaian limestone to the aouth ana •••t,Carboniterou. limeatt 

-one to the nortb,Triaa.io Keuper and Bunter sandstone. to the aouth-ea.t and ..at. 

E.Drift. 

Undifferentiated river terrace. and eaae undifferentiated alluvium. 

Cataraotoni\D ia on Boulder ola,y. 
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Ca t ter ick Ext-Avat itl\ns 191'2*_J.. t, •• , * 

A six-~ek season of excavations, by the Department of the 
Environment ,(A.r... Branch), took place durino July and ,\ugust on 
d site north of the river Swale and cast ot Dere Stre, t. The 
land telongs to Cad~ury Sduleppes Foods Ltd., and much ~jratitude 
is owed to them tOr giving permission to excavate and tor the 
Ilk'lny ways in which they holp\!d to excavations. 

When Cadbury's factory was constructed in 1968, obs~rvation 
at building trenches produced evidence for an extensive northern 
suburb of the main vicus over the river. In addition, 'sections 
acros~ Dere Street were seen and four ditches t running approximately 
east-west; -.ere encountered (J.R.S.lix,20S). At the time, it was 
thou9ht that these,·di tches might be part of a defensive bridgehea.d 
associated with the campaigns of Petillius Cerealis in A.D.71-2. 

The present excavations confirmed the position of the eastern 
edge of the earliest surface Dere Street, boW'lded hy a ditch about 
4ft. across, and some~at east of the line later adopted. Some 
51 ight evidence was al so obt ained of ...!i~!~~!"cfi!l9s flanki~g 
,the road to the e,ast during the same per10d. There was noth~ng 
to su9gest that the road had been laid out be fnI" <' c. J\.L>.80, and 
it'" oonstruc::t~onpresutailblY followed the campaJ..cJns -of j\gricola. 

The innermost of the four defensive dit~hes referred to 
at?ove was also discovered. It had been partly cut through the 
earl iest surface. of Dere Street and it was 20ft. wide and 
9ft. deep. South of its inner lip across a berm 9ft. wide 
was found a turf rampart' set on a cobble foundation, 9ft. 9io. 
wioo at the base. The rampart oversailed the ,-:-arliest road 
surfaces. Both rampart and ditch, howover, were interrupted for 
a,' gate at a point 12ft • west of the edge of tiH'" earlier road. 
The gate had ,been constructed of timber and had been set bade 
sli9ht1y from the front of the rampart. The structure WAS 
founded on two posts, 7ft. apart, set close to the· end of thf> 
rampart. a central spina of three posts set in 1ioo 10ft. from 
tIl(' former, .l.nd presumably a pair of posts on the west .side of 
the gate matching those found. on the east. The latter could 
not 00 uncovered as they lay beneath a modern track. All the 
posts ~re 8in. square in c ross section. P<"Ists werE:: also looked 
for behind the gate, but were not found, and it must be concluded 
that the portal. were not flanked by tower s. 

Al though the pr esence of a defensi ve circui t north of the 
river was not unexpected, the a rea enclosed· and the dat~ of 
construction must cause .ome surprise. A trench dUI) furth~r 
e,\st to test the line of a later side street picked up al'io 
the inside lip of the inner ditch as it curved southward ... 
towards the river. 'The distance therefore from the 9;itE=~ to 
the eastern boundary of the enclosed area is a.bout ]20ft. 
Visual examination of an old pa sture west of the modern by-pass 
load (A.I.), revealed what could be the truncated rampart on the 
Wf~stern side of the enclosure, at a point some 300ft. w\..'<;1 of 
the gate. The rampart line is f."l.intly visihl(: in (}IlP of 
Dr. St.Joseph's ae,rial photographs (Soldier anci Civilian in 
Iloman Yorkshire (ed. R.M.Butler), p1.6). Certainly the field 

.....' 	 has never bean ploughed recently, as there arc no sjgn~ ()f 
l'idge and furrow; the postulated rampart is also cut hy ,:{ 
ditch associated with a hedge of considerable antiquity, ,l,nd 
wh ich survives only as three stunted hawthorns. The OVpr ,1.1 1 
dimensions of the onclosed area therefore woulrl seem t(1 b .. ­
ahout 650ft. east-west, but little more than JOOit. north-3C1l.lth; 
as the southern boundary is contained by the river, which c.\n 
have moved its course but little since the Roman perino. 

Nothing was fo""nd beneath the rampart to indicate> a d.)t('
of construction much later than the early Hadrianic l'1eriod_ 
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l"'~H.. id SU-)(H'st ':>",1 Antcninp. rat00.r than a Hi\drianic structur(!, dJ1ct a 

cia h! of (';>nstx'ucti 6;C~tound the middle' of the seC'.ond CA'l tury might 
ttu~rcfor(> h.? pnvisal)C'd. Unfortunately 1ht~r{! was little tim,! to 
"xpl()r~ the in~rior o~ this fortjfieo .:u.'<1. 'Such [)Llrts ,'s 
wer" I~)(c<'\vated revealed no sl(]n 0: cont cmporan; bu i lrti tl~;~; I ~i thor 
of stO"1,-:> or t.imhl'!:r:. It would not appear to be <l,n auxili"ry fort 
of ~ 1 :mcL.l.rd ~ U ern I but ~~E"ms morc 1 i kc A bri dt]ch(·,:'\c1 def~nse, 
,·d 1h(iu')h it is niffieult to s(~e "hat hi~torical (~V"nt5 cilu&~d 
its cr(~ction. In thi£: respect it must also be' linked with th~~ 
seqUC'ncc lvhich has bOfD established for the kno\\n fort south 
of the river t\nd under Tho!:'llborm.l("lh Far!!1 (Soldier and <;:i"i1ian 
in Roman Yorkshir:£J n •.167). The J\gricolan-i'Or'i-thern appears to 
have b~en evacuated 2~::::Y in the H::..drianic period. when" lIlatlsio 
was constructwi clo~::! to its e..:\~te:rn limit. Fpw other signs of 
Hadri<U1ic occupt.tion y:Gre n~)tcd in the arc.:\, ,'\nd there wa.s a.n 
i'} most Mnlplcte absen(;~ of cOln!: 2'.nd p(')ttery d.-\. te>O to tht~t 
pr incipe'\te. Only ~.fter: £.A. V.l60 dce~ t;le fort sec:m to havp­
been reoccupied, so that the n~\'!ly-discover(~d forti ficat ion 
north of the rivp-r fall:. betwQen the evacuation anct th2 fe­
occupation. That hei~ so, it cottlcl relong tn om:> of two 
possible occasions: the governorship n[ Julius Spverus (A.D. 
130-3), although such an interprefation would imply trouble once 
more j.n.Brj.gantia, as well perhaps as furth0.r H'H1h, but in 

_~upport· there is the renewed acti'.'; ty at the ne,:ubv fnrt at 
Ho\",I..~s under the same governor. AlternativelY it. might have been 
eH~cted during the Brigantian ::-:ebellion of /\.V.l~4-C;. 

The i\bandori~nt of thl3 fo:-tL"icatinns north o( the river 
did rot itJITI(>di a tely cause any fu r ther t;h;lnCJ~s. :: ht::rl~, ~nd a 
sizeable ~;uburb <31 d not begin ~o CJrow until th0 fourth cent ury. 
Two houses or shops oating to the later years ·nf the century 
were! uncovererl east of Del:'e Strcet, .:.no one at lea"t was 
occupind until the end or the century if not b.'yond. It is 
difficult to S(\y to what eX".:mt thi s suhurb ow:-d its existence 
to the post-370 reorga:-dsation o( the fortifi(!d vicus south 
of the ri ver, hut if civilians were thea be.; nl) f("\r-cihly remnved 
to mak.li~ way for an ,l my detachment, it is more than likely that 
some w:iuld have moved over the river. The two buildings 
referrt>d to we:::c sC'parc.ted by a narrow side street \.Jbich was 
traced c<\!o'twards for over 100 yds.South of them, a small 
teJllpl~ was found. Slig.htly trapl?zoid in shape it measured 
30ft. r:r:OM front to rear, 19ft. across at the front and lSft. 
clcrnss at t he hack. It was set back frC"m the m;\in rOMl ano 
acces~; was obtained th rOl'gh i\ colonnade I"'Ir il.rcaol', th(~ pi.!.r 
foundations of which were found. The temple itself (Y)l\sistfJd 
("If a sm.1.1l cella, the side walls cr ~..,hich proj(!cted forw,"\rds to 
form a portico. and t he ~hole -JJa-::. placed on a low podium. A 
ranarkable collection of objects \'1(;"'re found in wall robhing 
trmdles and includ~d a number of ccmpJete, bu.t crushed, late fourth­
century Castor-ware bowls, cup s C!.nd fl agons : one of the la t ter had 
rllouldpo figures of r.'le rcury in ;'~ 1ief nn the shou Idcr; iragJ'Dt?n t s of 
lamp dlimneys and ~zi; and half of a life-size f.:lce mask, i\150 

in Castor-ware.. The latter appears to have be<m' ,1. tragic mask 
It 	 and wt\S equipped wi th hole!; and loops fo-:: at tadullent over the 

face. 

South' of the temple 'fluS a P;lV<..>d area. raised to the samf~ 
height as the podium, but with little indication of surrounding 
or internal \.alls. The east end was semi-circUlar in shape 
with' a diameter of ?boat nft. It seemed to bolonq to the 
temple complex and it might be interpreted as ;\ small npHl 
theatre ·for the p<"xforne.nce or shows connected wi th the tf'mplc, 
or else as th.e poditun for a s (lcond t eruple, who se Wi\. 1] s IEHi nc t 
sur v ived. An Anglo-5<:\:=on ~l!b'2'nhau~ had been cut through the 
(last {'nd of thi s p<'\ved area to a depth or abOJt (>i9hteen inches. 
It mc,-l':.urvd about 12ft. by 8ft. and a number cf po~t -l('1il'~ 
surrounded it. Sc"!cr'il.l cru<~h(>d domestic: pots hCA.d t'C.'cn ~,r()ddcn 
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l~irgC' hue; .f~lu.rnen • So far, this is the most northerly Irl1benhaus 
t(.1 be discovcr~d in Britain, and is yet another piece 0 evidence 
tor oontiuui ty of 0 ecupa tion in the Catterick area. 

An attempt was also made to find the north abutment of the 
bridge carrying Dere Street over the river Swale. In view ot 
the natur c of the ri ver it must be concluded that a bridge once 
existed, as a tord alone would have been too uncertain a. _an. 
ot crossing. No standing masonry was tound, but a .ass of 
stone anrl cobbles, \Ii) ich was mos t like ly packing behind an 
a.butment, oont ained large, roughly squa.red block. 01 .ill.tone 
grit; ~ley ~re best interpreted asmasona' waste. 

For the future, a careful watch should be kept on the 
fields west or the A.i, and excavation should certainly take 
place in advance of any possible development, as there will 
be tound the cont i nua tion of the second century fortifications, 
.nth ~y internal structures they may have posseased and, 
unlike the present site, probably unencumbered ~ later Roman 
buildings. 

J.S.Wacher 
University of Leicester. 
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