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'l'echnu " lo.~ici.J.l dPI :ril.l ~;iJ.l or ceramic rna terial ( ' brick' & pottery) 

0 ,~verci.l fr'agrnen ts or ' \: 1'1 ck I, \/1iit ~ tI first r ec c:.i ved, appe a red so similar 

to 'burnt daub' frorn i·,edieval 61 t l ; L; exnmined here that the first reaction was 

to doubt their postulated age. Huwever, further s pecimens were requested, 

to~e ther with pottery from the site (Beaker) and these were examined a ll t ogethe r, 

both microscopically and X-ra:1] up:raphically (by Justine &y] ey). 

'l'his ~ xamination sugge,sts, in gener'al, that there is no reason why all the 

materiar should not oe contemporary. In particular, the whole suite of s peCi me Q6 

(with the exc eption of ~ 269, which is a stone fragment) is characterised by the 

same type and distribution of radiopaque particles , although they occur more 

s;.;arsely in some of the finer pottery (eg P 29 & 257). Indeed, such dis tinctions 

between brick and pot as can '8e r1ade X",radiographically are based on the ... 

~enerally rougher t~xture and simpler'sweep', as well as the frequent and l arge 

cracks , rather than on the 'fabric'. In some of the brick there are also s ome 

near-pebble siL:ed inclusions, some of them @.diopaque (ironstone), and in 

g neral the pottery shows evidence of vegetable tempering. But such distinct ions 

are not universally valid . Depending on what one could accept as pottery on 

typoloBical trounds, it i ~ clear that eg B 388, B 674, and even B 511 might 

qu a lify on the prese nt ~ u ~ Jence. 

It fid 'lher follows from Liw u bove that a local source for the pot tery is 

quite likely, since it i cs virt.ually certain that the clay from whic h the brick 

was formed (presumably il " a r"esu] t of i;( fierce conflagration on the spot) would 

not have been imported. I.or e r efin ed di s tinc tions are possible between the 

various diL"erent pott t r' Y c;Ilel ds on the present basis (see Lliek & Bayley 1978) 

but mj)re specimens would be n2cded for a firm interpretation. 
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