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Tower ol London, Martin Tower

Textile

plisabeth Crowflfoot

Al 620390, rracwects, all Crow the same textile, Pwarp, flax, undyed,
4 Gpun, Twel't, woul, dark emerald green, Z spun, weave
tabby (plain), count 11-12/8 threads per cm, surface probably
napped., ’
(a) ¢.2.0 (4.0 cam folded double) X 9.0 ¢my, iron nail at one end,
and scrap 2.5 L 4.0 cu.
(b) ¢.2.0(as in a) X 4.9 cm, two iron nails one end, one also
- holding & scrap of leather with a straight-cut edge 2 cm
- rrom the folued ed.e of the fabricy; the leather is light
brown with copper—-coloured gilding, painted also over the
nail that holds it.

(¢) fragment fabric with double fold, ¢.2.8 X 3.0 em, probably
Irom the corner, one nail goling through both folds and also
nolding a torn scrap of gilded leather, similar to that on (b).

{d) rragment 5.0 (folded) X 5.3 cm, with one nail hole.

The photograph shows that these fragments were originally nailed to

the top ed, e of a wooden partition, where it was fastened to the cross-

beam of the wall, Yhe textile was probably used to cover the partition

in the same way that "green baize" was used to cover passage doors, though
baize is correctly an all-wool falric. There is no way of telling how
much of the green tsztile was covered by the gilded leather, but the cut
edge perhaps suggesis 11 was sinply an edging strip.

ihe evidence ol the dye used in the textile (see below) suggests a

¢

late 19th century date.

sSibres

Heo chppleyard, o011,

Tdarp, bast Libres; the cross-sectional shape suggests they are flax.
TWelt, green dyed wocl in goeod condition, medium diameter fibres,
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some having fragmental medullae.

Uye
reselope Walton

Ihe saumple contalned ilndigotin, with an unidentifiable yellow dye,
wkise spectruwm was masked by the powerful synthetic blue. The first
synthetic dyestull (mauveine; tejan to be used comwercially in 1857.
liowever, this sauple was not very [ast, and generally reacted like
one of the early synthetics, so probably pre-20th century.




