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Description and Report 

I'o,d from iron bound bucket: Taxus.sp (Yew)' 

\'iood from copper alloy moun ted casket: 

Acer.sp (Naple). 

,load frolll copper allay bound bucket: Taxus .sp 

Organic material from under the purse mount: 

wood in a very degraded condition, but the 

features observed include -

r.r.0. semi-ring porous with narrow rays. 

H.Le.::.l. Gimple purforation plates, with some 

rUJnClitis of spiral thickening in the vessels. 

i-rotably Uile of the Rosaceae family, such as 

~runu".sp (Gherry). 

Hincral replaced wood frorll iron bl..!d fi t Lings: 

all were found to be fraxinus .sp (Ash) •• 

i:"jany had trtlces of jointing, and this is 

discUfi.Gcd below • 

Lineral replaced wood on small eyelets: 

l"raxinus .sp 

l'heDe are probably related to the bed structure 

and are discussed along with the other bed 

fittings. 

;.1\./O irotl knives with mineral replaced organic on 

t!wir tangs: not wood, probably horn or bone • 

• Aldred refers to the use of Ash for beds in the 

.L"~OElan period, because of the natural spri ngyness 

of this wood. 
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Reconstruction of bed from the grain of tl\e millllra). ~evlaced wood found on 

the iron objects. 

1. Large iron bar, possibly a handrail, measuring 285mm long with spikes 

"overed in wood 32mm long. The main axis of the wood ~ies along the length 

9f the bar, with the spikes piercing through and tl~e bar resting on a radial 

section (R.L.S) of the wood. Because of. the grain direction on the large 

eYe~ets (mentioned below), the bar must have been attached to the narrow edge 

of ~ plank that had been flat sawn, and tb.erefore exhibHingface's of mainly 

. tangent+l'-l .section (T.L.S), see Fig.1. According to/1orgalJ. (1975) Ash timbers 

I,lre U.6ually flat saWn as the wood t~nds to spli t e,long the annual rillgs. 

Wood is preserved on the bar some distance from the .qpikes, but 

does not extend along the whole length. possibl;y the planls: b.as been cut 

a,wll.Y to afford a grip on the handrail. 

2. Large eyelets are split spiked loops that have been put through the planking 

and their ends folded over to secure them. The eyelets could have been either 

hammered through the plank or put through made holes. The latter seems more 

likely as on x-radiograph there are no traces of wood between the spikes, 

and the loops do not show signs of distortion that would have taken place 

if they had been forced through the wood. 

All the eyelets have been put t~rough the tangential surface of the 

plank, with the "eye" arranged vertically (see ~'ig.1). The depth of wood on 

the shanks of the eyelets, that caf! be measured, is between 21-23mm, and this 

measurement gives the thickness of the plankS. 

Two of the eyelets have traces of leather or cord passing through 

the loop, "750181 and '171l0491 , (see Hiss Crowfoot I s report). 

-
Fig.1 Heluti(,nshi.p of laree iron har and large eyelets. 
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3. H!)adboard stay, a large curved piece of iron spanning 3620101, and attached 

to the bed structure by two different types of terminals. One is shaped to 

fit over the top of a plank with a smooth curved surface. 1'his terminal is 

broken and the maximum width of plank it can be attached to, in this condition, 

'is 12mm. The preserved wood has a tangential section. The other terminal 

is a flat plate secured to the bed structure with a large iron nail. The 

r>r/ilserved wood remains only on the plate and can be seen as a narrow strip, 

140101 thick, lying at right angles to the main axis of the headboard stay. 

, TIle prElserved wood has a tangential section. 
, \ 

The sections of mineral preserved wood do not correspond to those 

of the handrail and large eyelets. Possibly this piece of ironwork was mounted 

on seperate pieces of wood jointed into the bed framework. 

'.4. Riveted straps associated with the footboard. 'fhere are six similar straps, 

all incomplete, but some of the smaller ones may be fragments of the same 

item. Three were found at each corner. 

\;750192, largest piece has evidence of jointing with two pieces of 

wood lying at right angles to one another. Both replacements are of tangential 

sections. Other fragments of iron have tangential surfaces preserved on them. 

\;780390, only one fragment has signs of jointing, an oblique radial 

surface with a tangential surface at right angles to it. Other fragments of 

iron have radial surfaces preoerved on them. 

These straps were probably used to join two pieces of wood together, 

but their exact alignment >lith the other fittings is difficult to interpret. 

5. ~'our thin iron jJlates attached to wood by small rivets or nails, although 

scattered over tile northern half of the p;rave, are thought to be associated 

with the headboard. itf; none are complete they may be the remaining fragments 

of one thin iron bar. illl sho>l two pieces of wood joined together wi th a 

101m gap between the wood sections. The upper half appears to be a tangential 

section with varying depth of between 10-141001. The lower half a radial section 

between 12-150101 deep. The different wood sections presented by the two planks 

may be a result of either a) one plank butt jointed to the edge of another 

plank. or b) two planks joined together, one having been sawn from the edge 

of the trunk, and the other across the centre. 

6. \'750176, an iron strap with folded ends that appear to have Qeen dJ;'iven 

into wood. An oblique radial surface has been preserved along the length 

of the strap. If this strap belongs to the same wooden structure ~ the 
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handrai). (illd large eyelets, it'must havQ been Jl]ounted vertically on the' 

planking. 

7. Large riveted straps. These were found in pairs running in two lines 

down the length of the grave. None of the pairs join together any longer, 

t~ pair with the longest remaining rivet shanks (11'750185) gives a minimum 

distance ,between the two straps of 25mm. Some of t~e straps are stepped, 

as if they h«ve been hammered over the join of two pieces of wood of different 

tb;L<;\<nesses or having tapering sections. 'fhe surfa<;es preserved vary from 

tangential to radial, and in the majority of caSeS the main axi,s 'of the wood 

~ies'at right angles to the length of the straps. 

It is difficult to incorporate these straps onto the same wooden 

fjtructure as the handrail and large eyeleta. ~Jw, preserved woolf surf«ces 

are very variable in their direction, and appear to have been mounted on 
" 

planks thicker than the oneS the eyelets were pushed through. Posaibly they 

belong to some other piece of carpentry associated with the burial. 

8. Small eyelets, split spiked loops that have been put through wood and 

their ends folded over to secure them, the points sometimes having been 

forced back into the wood. 'rhe complete examples vary between 23-34mm in 

height. All have been put through tangential surfaces, with the eye in line 

with the main axis of the wood. The depth of wood preserved on these eyelets 

falls into three categories: a) 11-14mm, six examples; b) 9mm, four examples; 

c) ones with jointing, two examples. \v780331, each side of the eyelet shank 

has three sections of preserved wood, the middle section always with grain 

direction at right angles to the other two. This could be a result of the 

eyelet passing through a piece of wood 6mm thick sandwiched between two 

pieces of wood 3mm and 6wm thick and lying at right angles to it; or an 

off centre tongue and groove joint where two pieces of wood approximately 

15mm thick meet at right angles. illl types were scattered over the grave, 

and it is difficult to interpret their relationship. However, the thicknesses 

of the wood preserved on them and evidence of jointing suggest that they 

belong to a structure other tilan the main planking of the bed. 

In many examples, traces of a cord passing t'irough the eyelet were 

observeEi, along with traces of textile covering the looped end(see Hiss 

Crowfoot's report). Possibly these small eyelets were used to secure a fabric 

lining of some kind to the bed structure. 

9. Small nails, all of which have been forced through tangential wood surfaces, 

and their points hammered back into the wood. All have traces of jointing, 
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and there are two distinct types represented: a) two pieces of wood with 

their grain lying at right angles to each other. ]3oth sections of wood are 

usually between 9-12mm thick, and could be part of a rebated or a lap joint 

(Hodges, 1964). b) Three sections of wood preserved on all sides of shank, 

. with middle section always lying at right angles to the other two. 'l'his is 

the tlMle,j.ointing as seen on the small eyelet W780331. 

Hany of the nails have textiles replaced on the heads (see Niss 

Crowfoot's report). 

E'rom their posi tions in the grave, the nails, may be part of a 

wooden lattice fixed to the base of the bed, and possibly the sides. The 

small eyelets appear to be incororated in such a structure. This latticework 

may have supported the mattress, which could have been held in place by 

(,:ords attached to the small eyelets. 

10. Square plates riveted together with wood between them. Two of these objects 

'were found lying a few inches apart in the grave, and they sandwich between 

them 6mm of preserved wood. The plates are attached to radial surfaces and 

are pierced in the centre. They could be all that remains of a wooden object, 

and not in any way related to ,the main bed structure. 
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