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wo.d from iron bound bucket: Taxus.sp (Yew)-

Wood from copper alloy mounted casketi

Acer.sp (Maple).

Wood from copper alloy bound bucket: Taxus.sp

Organic material from under the purse mount:
wood in a very degraded condition, but the
features observed include -

oo - > > ¥ N
T.5. semi-ring porous with narrow rays.

#,L.8, simple perforation plates, with some

remains of spiral thickening in the vessels.

trobably une of the Rosaceae family, such as

crunus.sp (Cherry).

FHineral replaced wood from iron bud fittings:
all were found to be Fraxinus.sp (ssh).s
tiany had traces of jointing, and this is

discussed below.

liineral replaced wood on small eyelets:
raxinus.sp
Ihese are probably related to the bed structure
and are discussed along with the other bed

fittings.

Two iron knives with mineral replaced organic on

their tangs: not wood, probably horn or bone.

* Aldred refers to the use of Ash for beds in the
<{oman period, because of the natural springyness

of this wood.

28045k

7H0205




Reconstruction of bed from the grain of the miparglgqéplqceq_uqod found on
. the iron objects. IR '

];4. Large iron bar, possibly a handrail, measuring 285mm long with spikes
covered in wood 32mm long. The main axis of the wood llea along the length
iof the bar, with the spikes piercing through and the bar resting on a radial
-sectlon (RuL.S) of the wood. Because of. the grain direction on the large

eyelets (mentioned below), the bar must have been attached. to the narrow edge

'Tyf=of a plank that had been flat sawn, and therefore exhlbitlng facgs of mainly

‘H;{tangantlal section (T.L.S), see Fig.1. According to Morgan (1975) Ash timbers
"are uaually flat sawn as the wood tends to Bpllt along the annual rings. '
WOod is preserved on the bar some distance from the apikes, but
7does not extend along the whole length, Possibly the plank has been cut
'E}faway to afford a grip on the handrail. B

a2. Large eyelets are split spiked loops that have been put through the planking
ﬁnd their ends folded over to secure them. The eyelets could have been either
hammered through the plank or put through made holes.-The latter seems more
likely as on x~radiograph there are no traces of wood between the spikes,

and the loops do not show signs of distortion that would have taken place

if they had been forced through the wood.

All the eyelets have been put through the tangential surface of the
plank, with the "eye'" arranged vertically (see Fig.1)., The depth of wood on
the shanks of the eyelets, that can be measured, is between 21-23mm, and this
measurement gives the thickness of the planks.

Twe of the eyelets have traces of leather or cord passing through

the loop, W750181 and W?80491, (see Miss Crowfoot's report).

Fig.1 Relaticunship of large iron bar and large eyelets.



'3. Headboard stay, a large curved piece .of iron spanning 362mm, and attached

to the bed structure by two different typés of terminals. One is. shaped to

':_flt over the top of a plank with a smooth curved surface. This terminal is

l‘fbrgken and the maximum width of plank it can be attached to, in this condition,
18 12mm. Thé preserved wood has a tangential section. The other terminal
 i5fa;flat plate secured to the bed structure with a large iron nail. The
"préserved wood remains only on the plate and can bé Been as a narrow strip,

. 1#mm thlck lying at right angles to the main axis of the headboard stay.

2 The preserved wood has a tangential section.

" The sections of mineral preserved wood do not correspond to those

of the handrail and large eyelets. Possibly this piece of 1ronwork was mounted

S on Seperate pieces of wood jointed into the- bed framework.

h Rlveted straps associated with the footboard There are six similar straps,
all 1ncomplete, but some of the smaller ones may be fragments of the same
1tem. Three were found at each corner.

W7/50192, largest piece has evidence of jointing with two pieces of
wood lying at right angles to one another, Both replacements are of tangential
sections, Uther fragments of iron have tangential surfaces preserved on them.

W780%90, only one fragment has signs of jointing, an oblique radial
surface with a tangential surface at right angles to it. Other fragments of
iron have radial surfaces preserved on them.

These straps were probably used to join two pieces of wood together,

but their exact alignment with the other fittings is difficult to interpret.

9. Your thin iron plates attached to wood by small riyets or nails, although
scattered over the northern half of the grave, are thought to be associated
with the headboard. As none are complete they may be the remaining fragments
of one thin iron bar. All show two pileces of wood joined together with a

Tmm gap between the wood sections. The upper half appears to be a tangential
section with varying depth of between 10-14mm. The lower half a radial section
between 12-13mm deep. The different wood sections presented by the two planks
may be a result of either a) one plank butt jointed to the edge of another
plank. or b) two planks joined together, one having been sawn frqm the edge

of the trunk, and the other across the centre,

6. W750176, an iron strap with folded ends that appear to have been driven
into wood. An oblique radial surface has been preserved along the length

of the strap, If this strap belongs tc the same wooden structure as the



u

handrall and large eyelets, it must have been mounted vertlcally on the
planklng.. “ ' '

/.. 7+ Large riveted straps, These were found in pairs running in two lines

'fdown the length of the grave. None of the pairs join together any longer,
' :thg palr with the longest remaining rivet shanks (W750185) glves a minimum
.dlstance between the two straps of 25mm. Some of the straps ‘are stepped,
'ag ;f_they have been hammered over the join of two pieces of wood of different
tﬁiéknesses or having tapering sections. The surfaces preserved vary from
'ijtangential to radial, and in the majority of cases the main ax1s of the wood
- 1l6$ at ‘right angles to the length of the straps. '

It is difficult to incorporate these straps onto the same wooden
structure as the handrail and large eyelets, The preserved wood surfaces

are yery variable in their direction, and-appear to have been mounted on

7.'planks thicker than the ones the eyelets were pushed through. P0531bly they

: fbelong to some other piece of carpentry asscciated with ‘the burial.

8. Small eyelets, split spiked loops that have been put through wood and
their ends folded over to secure them, the points sometimes having been
forced back into the wood. The complete examples vary between 23-3lmm in
height., All have been put through tangential surfaces, with the eye in line
with the main axis of the wood. The depth of wood preserved on these eyelets
falls into three categories: a) 11-1hmm, six examples; b) 9mm, four examples;
¢) ones with jointing, two examples. W780331, each side of the eyelet shank
has three sections of preserved wood, the middle section always with grain
direction at right angles to the other two. This could be a result of the
eyelet passing through a piece of wood 6mm thick sandwiched between two
pieces of wood 2mm and 6mm thick and lying at right angles to itj or an
off centre tongue and groove joint where two pieces of wood approximately
15mm thick meet at right angles., All types were scattered over the grave,
and it is difficult to interpret their relationship, However, the thicknesses
of the wood preserved on them and evidence of jointing suggest that they
belong to a structure other than the main planking of the bed,

In many examples, traces of a cord passing thirough the eyelet were
observed, along with traces of textile covering the looped end(see Miss 7
Crowfoot's report). Possibly these small eyelets were used to secure a fabric

lining of some kind to the bed structure.

9. Small nails, all of which have been forced through tangential woocd surfaces,

and their points hammered back into the wood. All have traces of jointing,



and there are two distinct types represented: a) two pieces of wood with
their grain lying at right angles to each other., Hoth sections of wood are
-usually between 9-~1Z2mm thick, and could be part of a rebated or a lap joint
" “(Hodges, 1964). b) 'hree sections of wood preserved on all sides of shank,
' ;with middle section always lying at right angles to the other two. This is
f3£he game jointing as seen on the small eyelet wy803%31.
1 | Many of the nails have textiles leplaced on the heads (see Miss
Crowfoot & report).

From their positions in the grave, the nails may be part of
"woodan lattice fixed to the base of the bed, and possibly the sides. The
k small eyelets appear to be incororated in ‘such a structure. This lattlcework

may have supported the mattress, which could have been held in place by

- cords attached to the small eyelets.

aﬂO. Square plates riveted together with wood between them. Two of these objects
“were found lying a few inches apart in the grave, and they sandwich between
“them 6mm of preserved wood. The plates are attached to radial surfaces and

are pierced in the centre. They could be all that remains of a wooden object,

and not in any way related to the main bed structure.
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