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Molluscs from the 1979 excavation at Catsgore, Somerset,

and a preliminary examination of a sediment sample from

the Roman well.

By

Martin Bell.

During 1979 Peter Ellis of C.R.A.A.G.S. excavated part of the
largely Romano-British rural settlement at Catsgore. Numerous soil
samples were collected by the excavator but analytical work has been
concentrated on those from three contexts: (i) Colluvial sediments
overlying a Roman road, (ii) a Bronze Age pit, (iii) Romano-British
well.

(i) Colluvial sediments overlying Roman road

The purpose of taking these samples was to obtain data regarding
the post-Roman environment and specifically to test the hypothesis
that the line of the road may have been perpetuated since the Roman
period as a hedge line which borders the site., At the point where it
was sampled 60 cm. of colluvium overlay the road. Throughout its depth
the deposit contained numerous limestone pieces but there was a
particular concentration between 20 and 40 cm. Samples for mollusc
analysis were taken at 10 cm. intervals and the results are presented

in Figure I and Table 1.

The number of apices recorded in each sample was never more than
172 and this, together with the species composition, hints at an
environment which was not all that favourable for molluscan life. In

fact five species predominate in every sample, Trichia hispida,

Vallonia costata, Vallonia excentrica, Helicella itala and the Limacidae

and there is no suggestion of any clear ecological change during the
period when the sediments were accumulating. This rather restricted
range of predominant species is typical of colluvial assemblages from

lynchets and dry valley fills which almost certainly derive from

arable land (Bell 1981). Two other open country species, Vertigo pygmaea




and Pupilla muscorum, are present in small numbers but there is no

hint of peaks such as one might expect if arable conditions had been
interrupted by episodes of grassland.

Congidering the predominantly open country character of the
assemblage there is a surprising range of species which are normally
associated with shady conditions (all those to the left of Pomatias
olegans in Fig.I). Each of these species is, however, present in very
low numbers and their occurrence is remarkably patchy. Such a pattern
might result from the occasional spread of species from a hedge line
a little distance away but there is no evidence of ahady conditions,
or a hedge line, in the immediate vicinity of the sampling column. All
the evidence suggests that soon after the road went out of use it
became gradually covered by colluvial soil from arable land upslope

and that as a result cultivation extended over the line of the road.

This picture is broadly comparable to the results of earlier mollusc
analyses at Catsgore by Evans and Jones (1973) who examined three samples
of late and post Roman date from the previous excavations of Dr.Roger
Leech. They report largely open country assemblages, quite different
from the rock-rubble faunas which they found on many other limestone
sites. The present work has confirmed this in showing that even in
sediments containing limestone rubble, evidence of general environmental
conditions can be obtained provided the sediments are matrix supported
as opposed to skeleton supported sediments which may contain voids

with their own troglophile mollusc fauna.

An unusual feature of the mollusc assemblage is the occurrence of

individual examples of Lymnaea truncatula in all samples between the

present surface and 50 cm. This species is amphibious and can live out
of water in temporary ponds and ditches. We can suggest that some such
feature existed at no great distance ,more or less throughout the time

when the colluvium was accumulating.

(ii) Bronze Age feature

A single sample was examined from feature 1041 and produced an
assemblage very similar to that from the post Roman sediments. Feature
fills are by no means ideal for mollusc analysis but this does hint that
the Bronze Age landscape may have been open and not dissimilar to that

of the post Roman period.



T TTT T

N\

//W%

47

TR

soads e LGS %//

+

+

+

+

+

B s s S e St

+
+
; ¥

x

+

S

_

e s aan e SR

+

‘

-

+

v

10ds1e7)




0-10 | 10-a0)ao0-30] 30-40] 40 -50| s 0-60 1061 ] W/l

[,...: soll 487 | 38321377 13300 | 3187 | 946 /078 | 300

M ("1\'.' '!r) / o

Cﬁ‘!gk. éﬂ“q&n (R“'S 0) 3 I Q

(OI‘!'.M PPl (R'“"‘:“"')l

Cocklicopn Johriaely (Prrv) [
(oc/\/'&.:: SOp- 2 ! -

Webyo fy: e [Ompernend) | & S
Poplls mesim (Camsea) | S | &
Voloia _cosbita (Miler) AA| 2

m« exconbia steki | %2 | 32 | 34 | A% | A7
Aelale acolale (Haller) | 7
Era  obscurm (H_ﬁu) ] 7 ]
Pasctom _pygmatombpar |/ ! !

Discvs  robendatus (H;;Iler) 3 7 -+ /
Vibrisa__pellocidy (N.’;Hn) ]
Vitrea _Con brecta (wkstelond ) | 1 ] X

+

7]
/!

~J

»

S

o
5@“*‘;0’4

"tso\h‘tr!a xmum_oﬁi_s (S(ri)'m) |

Aeyapinella_pura (Alder) 3
ﬂei.pv'nclla wibid oy (Uu,wn S ¢ X / 3 /
OKJC,\i Ls Cc"qn'us (”J /7") 7 i’ /

Lidacddae 32 | 17 [38 | & [ G| &
Cwlfodc; n.c_iw/q (’13/’&) @ @ @ /
Cochlodina laminde (Hort)] 1

Claesifn bideateta (Sfr'ém) | / I 4 5
Candidu l iqf"a:‘nlpoiug / /

Helicolle iGala (L’nndvt) ] 1S o] 7 6

‘rﬁ(‘h ‘I"Scio(a_ (Linna.us) 17 I3 3 ] 3( ] J IL'L
Hc‘lu’o Ne l:,.id& (Lino\uu)

_Cepaea  spp l / 3 A
i‘i"‘""‘ Q»MJJ;(H&"&) | | | J

s ey (Coranr)

(..)_"_t.'_',‘\g MM"; ((ﬁmaws)

+

Tobal (mines Cacieda)=| 160 | 133 | 1220 139 | 131 | 7 g | /s




(i44) Ecmsno-Eritisk well

Excavation of the well ceased at L.6m wrere the depcsite were
waterlogged but the bottom had nct yet been reached. 4 preliminary
exsxination ¢f the lcwest sawple frox betweer 4.4 and &4.6p wes carried
out with the obtject of establishing what biclogical evidence was present.
The well fill at this level was clearly not a dumped deposit dut con-
sisted of fine to mediur sand in an easily dissaggregated silty deposit.
These characteristics, together with the wealth of biological evidence
which it contaived, suggest that it accumulated over a lengthy period
in water at the bottom of tbe well. It is also possible that this
includes & component of material washed in from the walls of the well
or fror some neighbouring source since the sediment has & close super-

ficial similarity to sandy rainwash otserved on tracks &nd paths.

800 grams of the sediment were placed in water and the flot was

decanted onto a 300 uw sieve. The remaining material was then washed

on & nest of sieves, the smallest of which was 300 um. Material retained

on the sieves was then sorted wet under the binocular microscope; it
was found to be exceptionally rich in biclogical evidence and this was
sorted into categories for subtmission to specialists., A large number
of seeds have been submitted to Miss Fam Paradine for identification.
Beetles were also abundant and as an additional check for these the
already sorted seliment was used for paraffin flotation according to
the procedure described by Kenward et al. (1980). These beetles have
been submitted to Dr. Maureen Girling for identification. Small
quantities of fisk bone, fish scales, small mammal and amphibian bone
and fragments ¢f mammal bones were also recovered and are being examined
by Dr. Bob Everton as part cf hie animal bore report. There were nine
species of land mo.ilusc present but each was represented by just a few
apices and the numbers are insufficient for interpretation. Also

present was the marshland species Oxyloma pfeifferi and fragments of

the marine species Mytilus edulis (mussel) and Ostrea edulis (oyster),

The remainder of the biological evidence eonsisted of small fragments
of wcod and moss. A much fuller picture of the sites environment and
economy at the time of the wells use should emerge when specialist

reports are available on the various categories of biological evidence.
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{iv, ‘Flart mecrcfescils fron trne well

ified 275 rlapt macrofossils froz the
well szmyle anz tnrse rerresent 37 species (Tsbtle 1I;. ALl have teen

yreserved by waterlo_ ging excert for tne carbinized seeas of Medicego

arabicz and lwe Carpornizel recrnis se.m-nt: of Triticum spelta, A

a
rotatie feature oF tne scsemilage is trnat tre latter is tne only majicr
crop domzsticate presert; gpreviously it has been reported, in ouch
larger gquantities, among sarries fronm earlier excavatiors at Catsgore
(Billman 1982). Tne remsinder of the sp:sCies are wild plants whicen,
judging by tne nature of the sediments (discussed above) and the species
in question, are most unlikely to represent dumped material and much
more likely to have been brought to the well vy faunal agencies or been

wastied or rlowr into t.e wster over & longiskt ypericd. I7 this drter-

)

jretstick [« uorrect ther the: wil

“ereely reflect vegetsticn ir tre
surrou~dirg area. Tre vast majority of the species &are ruderals generally
associated wit: waste ground and cultivated areas, e.g. Crerorodium

album; Convolvulus arvensis; Sonchnus asyper; :stellaria media; Arctiurn

la;ja; Carseils ourss-rzstoris; Cironopus sguamatus; Laniaceae;
FOlYgEOnuT aviCu.ére; KipeX crispus ani Tarixacor colficinale. TUrticacesze

(netties) in yartic lsr are likely to reflec: rnitro.ern-ricsn conditions
assocliztes witlrn ths settlement. Ceriain of tne spicies present are

normilly associated with grassy pesstoral areas, e.g. Anagallis arvensis;

leortogor =isridus: keaicagc arabica; rolygonum kydropiper; Ranunculus

bulrosus ard Stellzris ,raminea, althoug.. several ol tnese ma: also Te

fours orn aisturc-a sites on hedgebanss ani On damjper sites. 3¢me speciles

2 ourroins-fen LT3 willno L0 &.sl Supgested Ly tne presence ol z Iew
“clliusce ¢f wet ani zarscy ylaces. Tne Cisdium, fowever, seex: nozil
ligely

te hzve been Lroagnt to the site by marn, pernzgs &s a rocfine
m3-erial (Limbleby 3727, r.45). Also presumably brought to the site, in

ror so1: cisztance, is S3cirpus cespitasus wanicn is generally

mel wit:n o urland acid sites. There was alsc a little evidence of woody
sypecies, rorgiviy 3 hed e, 1n tne area: a numoer of wood fragments were

found in the samp.e witrn nuts of Corylus (nuzel), seeds of Saxzbucus nigra

ani RuousS. 1L geneisi, however, tie jlart macrofossils suggest a largely

disturved agricultura: landscape.
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1 am grateful to Dr. Keitk Crabiree for suggestions as tc tke
interpretation of the plant macrofossils and to Julie Sracxlezon for

bely with the extraction ani sorting of the mcllusc samples.
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Table 11

1 lan

1 mad

rotossiles

from .4 to li.6m in

the

Catsgore well,identified by

Miss lFam Faradine.

alagallile arvensis L.

Arctium lappa L.

“Brassica nigra (L) Koch

Gapsella buisa-pastoris (i) melic.

Chenopodium albuu Ll.egg.

Cirsium sp.

Cladium mariscus (L)

R.Hr.

Convolvalun arvensis

k.

Coronopus squaitiatus {

Fork )

A

Corylus avellana L.
Guleopsis sp.
Hlyoscyamus niger |.
lamiaceae sy,
Leontodon hispidus L.

VS

Heidicapo

arabica (1) duds.

Folygonun avicalaore L.

F. hydropiper L.

1. lapathitolium i.
rolentilla sy,
Frunella vulparis 1.

Ranunculus bulbosus [.

#. ficaria L.

Rubus sp.

Kumex crispus .

k. 5.

Sambucus nipra ..
Sclrpus cespltosus .

5. Bf.

Solanum nigrum L.

Sonchus asper (L) :iill,

Stellaria graminea L.

S. media (1) Vill.
Taraxacum officinale

el .

Triticum spelta L.

scarlet jimpernel
Great burdock
Black mu.sturd

Shepherd's purse
Fal hen

Thistle

Great fen edpe

lncer bindweed

Lwinewort

daecr]l nut

dengpnettle

e e
sead nettde

Fowrd 1t

Spotled medlck

o 5

o tle s
vyaler-jpeojper

fole persicaria
Tormentil
sell-tieul

Hulbous butiercup
Celanaine
slacanerty

)

Sutlea gLk

utn ur coriel

cldertverry

Peerl praoss
~hue wroopike rush

vlace L lghtshade

Sow-tnistle

1Less - r stitehwort

Ctiickweed

vandelion

Speit wiieal

1 seed

1 achiene
Pragtments of testa
2 seeds

% seeds

2 achenes

24 nuts

Halft
39 fruits
Broken shells

Seued

1 nutlet
1Y seeds
1 natlet

1T achena
4 sewds {  .rvouized)
(_“-/“ aClielicd
acChefne.
Joache e
G sChienss
Jonuwtlets
< achenes
< achenes
Y oseeds
aclhielleo
1 aclene
10 Leedo
U nuts
5 nuts
1 seed
5 oacnelies
1 5 ed
1 seeds
1 acnene

£ racnis oubments(carbona;eq>



Table 11 Cont/evs-.

Urtica dioica L. Slilping nhetlle 51 achenecs
aotuls stinging nettle 50 acheties
2 fruits

U.urens L.
VitV il

Verbena officinalis ..

Die eminules not diealificd ere Lot daba ed Lo aos€os al a specafic fevel.




