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TL• excavation of a v~terfront site at Narrow ~uay in Bristol, vas 

carried out by G.L. Good of the City of Bristol Museum in 1978, A 

number of the archaeological deposits were sampled and three of these 

were selected for analysis of biological evidence. 

Sut-sarr.ples of 500 gra~s were removed, and the sediment washed 

through a graded bank of sieves: 5.6mm, 2mm, 1mc and 0.5mm. The residue 

from samples BAC S~4 and AAD SS1 was allowed to dry slowly, ana examined 

uc.ier X1C u.&gr,ific&tion. J...l tho~gh the soil SCLLfles haJ dried to some 

extent sir;ce the excavation, the ci~gree of preservation was found to be 

good, and it .as decided ~o exam~e the sediment from BAC SS5 wet. The 

plant remains and fish-scales ex~racted from ttis sample only were stored 

in a preserving mixture o!' alcobcl-glycerine-formalin, and the ir~sect 

rerr;ac!ls in alcohol. Tile bor,es and shells were allo~o~ed to dry. 

Context 

2 sam.rles were exami::ed froa: .:::ontext EAC, a lare,e pit measuring 

19 x 4 x 0.6 metros. The fill of this fit was iescribed by the excavator 

as a mainly black ashy soil wi tb mar.y po tcbes and spreads of pinkish and 

buff mvrtar~ soils, brown sand0• soil, and pale grey ash. The area occupied 

by this fit is tr,ought to ref:-esent St.Cle:oents Dock, whicio was backfilled 

ir, a sbort period tet.~·een 1521 and 160~). 

This secimer,t ""s a very dorK grey (1CYR .3/1) clay loam. (All 

v.~nsell colo;;rs are described me is t). H a:r.t~ined 25)1;. anthropogenic 

incl~sions (debris relating to human activity), with large and small, 

and many very small angular (gravel grade) inclusions. (Particle size 

d~finitions follow Hodgson 1976). These included auimal bone, oyster and 

m~ssel shells, wood, coal, cbareoal, mortar, slate, tile and clinker/slag, 

The organic matcer content was about 50%. The unsorted nature of the 

sediment and mass of ar;tbropogenic inclueio~s give this the appearance 

of dumped material. 
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The sediment was 2orted .·et, 10~ of all fractionE being examined 

under X10 magr.i!icotiot,. Bird bones ar,d egg ahells were present a& were 

1uunmal bones. }'ist; appeared to be well represented with fisb-acalee as 

well as bones being recovered. Alao present were small fragments of 

mussel (Mytilus edulis), oyster (Ostrea edulia) and land mo:luaca 

(Limacidae and Helix aspersa). Beetles and other arthropods were 

abundant, over 10~ fragments being recovered, and about 48 species of 

seed with fragments of nuts and moss. 

BAC Soil Sa~.ple 4 

This sediment was very similar to BAC SS5, a very dark grey (10 YR 

3/1) clay loam. It contained 35% anthropogenic inclusions with large, 

medium and very small angular to sub-angular anthropogenic inclusiora. 

These included ar.imal bone, oys'.er, a little wood, coal, mortar, sla.g/ 

clinker, and some small lumps of grey clay. The ore;anic l!l!itter content 

was about 5~. The u~sorted nature and many anthropogenic inclusior~ 

in this sedimen: o.gair. suggest dumped material. 

This sediment was sorted dry. 1~ of the 5.6mm and 2mm fractions, 

and 50% (using a sample divider) of the 1mn and 0.5mrn fractions. Bird 

bones and egg shell and mammal bones ~ere recovered, with fish bones 

and scales again well represented. Mussel (Mytilus edulis) and oyster 

(Ostrea edulie) fragments were present. Over 70 fr11gments of beetles 

and other arthropods were extracted, including 2 beetles heads and a 

possible mite, with about 10 ex4mples of fly pupae. Only about 12 species 

and 30 individual seeds were recov€:red, witt 2 fruit stalks and a grape 

pip. 

Cor:text AAJ Soi.l Saa:r.~e 1 

'This sam~le came froiL Context A!Jo, a h)C>-1500 pit described by 

tne exc&.vator as having a fill of blacK orgar,ic peaty e<>il. 

This sed:Cment was a dark greyish brown ( 10 YR 4/2) silty clay with 

sorr.e very dark grey ( 10 YR 3/1) bands and so!Le rejdisb brown flecks 

(2.5 YR 4/6), possibly iron mottling. Only 10% anthropogenic inclusions 

wer~ noted, mainly twigs and shells, with 25-50% organic inclusions. 

Alkougb containing few stones and inclusions the markedly mottl~d nature 

of the sediment again suggests dumped material. 



A ccnsideratle number of bcnes """' recovered, both ~~amul and bird 

including atarl~ identified by E.:_.evitan. Egg shell fr~egments were 

present, and fie.b-bcnes and scQles were well represented. Five land 

molluscs were pr•sent Tricnia striclata (2), Limacidae (2) and Ccchliccpa (1). 

There were alae two freanwater ap~ciea bithynia tentaculsta (1), which ia 

generally fcur,d in quiet rivera witlo hard water and Tr.eodoxua :fluviatis (1) 

which is found under etones or wood in fresh and estuarine conditions 

'o'here salinity does not exceed 6%c\Graham 1971, p.52). Marine mollusca 

were represented by snell fragmer.ta of cockle (Cerastoderllllil edule) 1 

mussel (Hvtilus edul ia) and cya ter ( Oa tree edulia). Fourteen pla tea of 

acorn barr~cles were also present. Beetles and other arthropods were 

abundant with over 300 fragments inc}uding fly pu~ae. Over 1275 seeds 

from 30 or more di!·:erent s~Hies were extracted "ith frag~>ents of cherry 

lilld other fruit stones. 

BAR Soil Samflea 6 and 7 

Botb saiL flea came frorr, the foundbtion treLch of a "all but are 

quite different from tne sort of deposit one might expect to fllld in 

that si tc;a tion. Tr.e sediment is of a fairly uniform olive to pale olive 

colour (5Y 5/3 to 5Y 6/4). l ts composition is very pure and consists 

of clay grade particles, the overall texture being similar to soap. Under 

lc" power (X 10) magnific& ticn it a~pears closely comparable to 1 though 

less pure than, a sam}le of Fullers Earth provided by ~~. Geoffrey Egar 

fro~ a 14th-15th century context in :...Codon. 

This }Jrelitr.inary examinstiou ha.s s!-.own tnat, despite some drying out 

of tr,e satL}.:les s:r.ce the- excavation, biological remains are well preserved. 

~he above descri~tiOLs of the sediment and mo~luscan content c~L be 

rtga.rded o...s fir.al but furt"b12r SJ.'ecialist wort\ is required to realize the 

full poter.tial cf tnese sarLples. Fisr. and cird bones recovered by sieving 

wi:l o·cviously be ar. important addi ti.on to those recovered during the 

excavation. It is also hoped to arrange for sp~cialist identification of 

the seeds and beetles as a prelude to m~ch more detailed work on the major 

water fror. t si tea of Bristol BrU,;e and Dundas Wharf, 
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