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Many of tile rnt~tHl .'(i,tif":lC-j ~-' in t[18 t,I'aves ot V/est lieslerLon 

were found to hnve C].Hill] ,'1:8['8 of textile reml.ius adhering to 

their sUl'fRces. Althout;h U,ec;e remains were often little more 

th~n one centimetre squfire, it was usually possible to identify 

the technical detfiils of thd original fabric, such as the weave 

and tbe direction of Bpin of the yarn. Fibres had for the most 

jJnrt been reVIElCed by the corrosion products of the met.al goods 

to which they were att.ached, but it was occasionally possible 

to find intact fibres which could be identified. 

The weave structures of these textile remains proved to be in 

the same range as those found in many AnglO-Saxon graves in 

southern England and EBst Anglia - that is, t(lbby (plain weave), 

ribbed tabby, 2/2 twill, 2/2 diamond twill, tablet weaving, 

weaves with B vile worked in ODd a variety of cordo lInd plaits. 

The tRbbies were usually finer than the twills, moot being in 

the region of 11.-H3 ti.,'pads [Jer centimetre, but; some up to 22 

tl8 r (>f1. ,\,0:: t 01' !; he ;'1 ,,,. ri t)ee en :DB de wi ttl Z- s 'pun y"Tn (t lin tis, 

Y8rn et'oduccci by t.LlY'ni.lJ~·; i,Le spindle clockwise) in [loth WDf'p and 

weft, [lnd,wI1er'e 0r'i~i~~J_ fibres hDd uurvived, theRe ZZ taubies 

vroved 1.0 be flAX or :~Oifie other vebetable stern fibre. llowever, 

r· . ;,11 r!Il:n1Jer wer'e vlo~'~·:E~d 'lI"i t.tl l-:::;pun yr~l'n in one system, 

l,ClI-;"ibly the V/fit'1', ,·.nel ~)-'jl)(Hl ("nti-clockwiDe) in the other, Bnd 

'hc'·:.(: 7,') ('llbr1c;, CllLlI:J ,l:'u·lly be identified al1 wool. 

U(il--' of t llese JEst, =.'r'O:L L,r'f.1Ve }310, had & J!ile of wenl{ly twisted 

LL)'C[,_ds ,,\,ul'k?c1 i:n, LU .. t i~, 'I,; :3 not clear whether this v,;'a.s a 1)iled 

'licve l'Ltlicr- of the ,,:ooth c.ven type seenet Sutton Hoo, Suffolk, 

",(j bcoolflt'ield LaITolI', E,';eiex (cJ'(lVIfoot 19'76 1'70) or the she,ggy 

varip\:y used for tIll' Vikinb eta'iks of Kildonan 8nd Jurby (Crowfoot 

L(JI'J iJv?5-27) or wi,e! her ti.e J!.i.le had oeen darned in after 

WL[·vi,!1t-;, P.f3 iIl tile illle! o-ScDndiXliw.i.{~n f.i.nds at Ydrk (Hedges 1982 

L)}> Ll]-LL4). 
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j{108L of' tLe taoutcn ht.d 13q<ul.l tJ'Jeee,-)-counts in wr .. rl) [i.nd weft, 

bitt [Jome, called f'ib' .. ed I "lliJ.i.u[;, hud [, fin(, well-spaced yarn 

in one s,YBtem (wr-'Y'J!?) WlJ L18 th8 ~:lecond ~=)'ysteln., v,hich wvs more 

closely- jJIH;]wd, 'Nove J'OlUlU til0 firtlt, w'],ing [< strong ribbed 

fallric, wbiGb Jfl[,y ,Hive oecn owed for surmeJlts, but whieh is also 

sllitnble for llordel's or belLe. 

The twills WBf'e mainly in the range of B to 12 tilroads jJer centi­

metre, al thollgh one Wa(; us fine as 12 x 16 and another, on an 

iron spearhead frOID grave F12, was a very ~oose 5 x 6 per cm. 

Here again SOJJle were worked from Z-Sj}UIl yarn and some from a 

combination of Z- and 3-sjJun, but the linen twills, where identifie~. 

were always Z- sjJun only. 'rwo examples of brok\w diq.mond twills 

were found (see figs), both with mixed (Z3) spinning. one from 

grave lJ85 has reverses in the diagonals after 10Z an(1 153 threads. 

while the other (itn unlaoelled find) has irregularly shapect 

diaJJJonds, one Illade up from only 6Z and 53 threads. 

BI'oken diamond 2/2 twills of this type are known from northern 

Europe and 3candirwviD from LLlG first to eleventh centuries, and 

seve r'al Anglo- Saxon exnJill'Jes bn ve been found, for ins t.cince at 

fir'i',lef3ham (Crowfoot 19')8 fig 10, pp36-37) Rnd Coombe in Kent 

(Ccr)wfoot 1967 fig G, ~~3!1-39) :nd Rt 3waffham (Crowfoot 1978a, 

L't" 30, fig 12) l"nd Ilergll j'jJton in East Anglia (Crowfoot 1978b, 

;'1", 110 ~,p99,L03,105). \'IL2re borders have survived on diamond 

L .. vi"~_J G wj.th fftixed s.vinninGt the Z-s}lun system has proved to be 

',,2 ImI'p. 'rhe 1'a L tern n 1 the cenLre of these diamonds sometimes 

v1,c'iefJ, according to the order in v,'hich the heddle rods on the 

!')OJlJ hre lifted, ~s can bc Deen by comparing the two West Heslerton 

exam~leD, but the iJreak at the reverses in the diagonal lines are 

cilwaY:l 01 the S1),me soct, that is, with complete displacement. of 

ti,e twiLl pattern. 

'Pwo exnltljJles of tabLet weaving were found, one (grave HE 46, 

described in report 1B.l.19(0), a patterned two-hole technique, 

and the other (grave F;J) B silllple four-hole technique with the 

tablets threaded al tel'lla"ceJ y froni; and back to give a chevron 

effect. Tablet weaving Wee' frequently worked as H.border for twilJ. 
,",,' 

fabriCS, as all intet;rn: ",art of the weaving process, and it was 
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81.s0 uBed on i t"J own for Gewn-on braids to edge &;oI'ments. Of 

the West Heslerton j'l.nds, one is vI'ulJUbJ.y tOil decorative to be 

a twill selved[;c and the other, on {J wf'i:Jt (!lcUJIJ, iG most 

yrobably <,art of [J GLiLclwd-on cuff, uiJlillul" to the one edging 

a twill sleeve u Ltactled to a wrist-clus.fJ froa, .i:ilp,enba.l·l, 

Sufi'olk (Gl'owfoo!; LC)~l p27,fig 1). 

Finally, sever;,l jJlied, cabled and jJ I til ted cords were .also 

found, often in aUlloclaLion with beadG. Two yieces of ~ tubula.r 

plait with knotted ends, probably from a belt, were found~in 

grave HE 46 and has been discussed in the earlier report. 

Although all of these fl'a@aents are very small, it is possible 

to draw some conclusiollS as Lo the dress of these East Yorkshire 

Anglo-Saxons. First of all, in tile graves of males (identified 

from the presence of weuyons) only twill Dnd diamond twill were 

to be found, the fine linen tabbies bein~ only in those graves 

where there wer'e two annul!iI' brooches, which is assumed to 

indicate D. [edlble in(lUlllation. It is known from stone-carvings 

and manuscriyt ilcu!3Li'DLionu I.i,[it I.he dress of Saxom men 

remained fOI' !3eveN,l centuries a silHple sleeved tunic with a 

cloak and i 1; wou.ld therefore appear that at West Hesler-ton 

i;he[)e two garrnen 1:3 '!fere ,(,:lde from twill or diamond twill. The 

lOOSe cLlrl!3 of fibre en, Llw sp8D.rhead of grave D75 J18y be from 

a fur or ~ piled-we~ve cloak or perhays from a blanke1: ylaced 

1Jelo',\ tile bod,Y. 

WOHlen's fusftioncl were ,:.lu,itlet to Hlo.ce ch8.nge, but il, t.he period 

before eonver'Gion to '.il('i,;ii:,nir,y, t.he general mode of dress was 

a 10U8E, !,Lluular i./,r:IlUl~., .. ,: lIlllch as nine feet. in circumference, 

held. LOLeLLeI' tiL Ll18 :.;(;ouJ.del' 'uy two brooches and tied at the 

wuist. lier;"ilth 1.rli.:3 ',v, " c. c:i.eeveLl g[,rment with cuffs, and over 

it a (;JOGk (DodwcllL':'ij? u1'iL'). 1>1 '"est Heslerton we lwve eXlj,mples 

of t.v1O difj·erent r,,\,l'LCiJ, !.lle one twill, the other either twill 

or !:ubIJY, vinneLl by L,." fi.IllmL,l' brooches just below shoulder 

level; ;,nd on I;he wci.si,--c1c'''.fJn ',.1'e also rernnfuns of twill with 

in one ca&e liable1 wC8vlnB fOl' the cuffs. These are yrobably 

"rlle rei:Jains of tl18 sLeeved uJlirt and overga.rment. In,,one gr8ve 1~ 

i;11e1'e N:.CS 8 ylaited [Je:t. a I; waiflt level and in others there was 

GOrnetililec; ribbed tabby, CI si).itn.ble belt material, in the same 

position. TwilJ war; "iDC fo:.md on lihe back of the cruciform 
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broocho8 wbieh weve t,.reGurnubly used to fafrten the eloek; 'on 

0118 annul:.:.L' brooch tht::i:e 'liDS alBO c1. ld.led f&lJl'ic - a COlU11l0n, 

cloak mi .. torial n '. I.hL.; tilll". 

A" well ":3 tL0:;O rel!lain:3, which fit tn well. vlith what is known 

of Anblo-S:_.XOll \;uulctme of' \ Ll~j L1(~ Le, trlere al~io frequently 

occur tiiecos of fille linen tabby on "ohe CrGYlt (If the annull;l.r 

and cruciform \)1'o,)cho:1. 0i:J,i.lfu' i'ell"d.ns [Life 1Jeen found in" 

other cemeterien, Ducll ~8 at SwufLhum in Norfolk (Crowfoot 

1978ap29) and lilucking in Essex (Crowfoot pel'S comm). S:j.nc.e 

they do not occur in miil" gravel3 , it l3eelUS .>lrobHble that th"y 

Brejrom sOlUesort of head-veil, hanging over the shoulders 

and onto the bre8l3t, intlle marmero£' thOSll.iJJ!3een :j.:pl!3-ter.Saxon· 
illustrat.ions and .1I.L'R refen'ed to us eurly ,)s the ge~',,;'th 
century (Podwell ibid). J<'inully, the women adorned themselv"s 

with strings of 8i1lber and gLUBi' beads, which, either by 

accident or de~ign, were caught up in the brooches ranged 

f~cross tll~ir breast. 
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