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wany of tie metal rrtifacets in the graves at West Heslertbton
of textile rem:-ins adhering o

L2

were found to have saall rreo
their surfaces. Although these remains were .often little more
thun one centimetre sgquare, it was usually possible‘tb identify
the technical details of the original fabric, such as the weave
gnd the direction of spin of the yarn. Fibres had for the most

~part been replaced by the corrosion products of the metal Loods

to which they were attached, but it was occasiondlly poswlble
to find intact Tibres which could be ldentlfled.

The weave structures of these textile remains proved'to be in
the same range as those found in many Angldeaxon graves in
sonthern England and East Anglia - that is, tabby (plain weave),
ribbed tabby, 2/2 twill, 2/2 diamond twill, tablet weaving,
weaves with & pile worked in and a variety of cords and plaits.

The tabvies were usually finer than the twills, most being in

the region of 11-18 threads per centimeire, but some up to 22
per cn. most of them hod teen made with Z-spun yorn (that is, |

yarn .roduced by turning the spindle clockwise) in both werp and
It o I

welt, snd,where originnl

fibres hod survived, these 77 taobies
vroved Lo be fiax or wome ochther vegetable stem fibre. However,
sonnll mamber were worced with Z-opun yarn in one system,

(4

posaibly the warp, #nd S-spun {#nti-clockwise) in the other, and

trese 729 fabkrics ceuld wsuslly be identified as wool.

vne of these last, row grave BlO, had a pile of weakly twisted
tnrecds worked in, bub 1L wea not clear whether this was a piled
verve elther ¢f the sooolh even type seen at Sutton Hoo, Sufiolk,
~nd LBroomfield karrow, Busex (Crowfoot 1976 p70) or the shagey
varlely used for tne Viking clotks of Kildonan @nd Jurby {Crowfoot
LO4q pp25-27) or witelher Lie pile had veen darned in after |
wenving, As 1la the /inglo-Scandinsvizn finds at Yé%k=(ﬁedges 1982
opll3-114). B




P

most of the taboies hod egaal thread-counts in wharp and weft,
but wome, called ribued tobbles, had o fire well-spaced yarn
in one systbem (werp?) while tne second system, which was more
closely-packed, wove round the first, making a strorng ribbed
favric, which wny nave been used for gurments, but which is‘also--f

suitavle for bvorders or bellio.

The Lwlng were mainly in the range of 8 to 12 tureads per centl—t
‘wetre, although one was as fine as 12 x 16 and another, on an.
'iron spearhesd rrom grave Fl2, was a very-loose 5 x 6 per cm.

Here again some were worked from Z-spun yarn and some from &
comblnatlon of Z- and S-spun, but the linen tw1lls, where 1dent1fie@a
were alwayb Z-spun only. Two examples of broken d14mond tw1lls '
were found {see figs), both with mixed (25) splnnlng; one from-

grave k85 has reverses in the dlagonalm after 102 and lSa threads,
while the other (an unlabelled #ind) hasg irregularly shaped
diamonds, one made up from onity 672 dnd 55 threads.

Broken diamond 2/2 twills of this type are ¥nown from northern
FBurope and Scandinavia {rom toe first to eleventh centuries, and
several Anglo-Saxon examples have been found, for instsnce at
Finglesham {Crowfoot 1958 fig 10, pp36~-37) and Coombe in Kent
(Crowfoot 1967 fig 6, opl3t-39) +nd at Swaffham (Crowfoot 1978a,
Cpl=30, Fig 12) and Bergh Aplon in Bast Anglia (Crowfoot 1978b,
Fig 110 42p99,103,10%). where borders have survived on diamond
bwills with mixed spinning, the Z-spun system hss proved to be
‘e warp. The paltern at the centre of these dlianmonds sometimes
viiries, according to the order in which the heddle rods on fthe

toom are lifted, ag can be geen by conparing the lwo West Heslerton
exampiecs, but the break al the reverses in the diagonal lines are
always ol the sume gort, that is, with complete displacement of

the twill pattern.

Two examples of tablet weaving were found, one (grave HE 46,
described in report 18.1.1980), a patterned two-hole technigue,

and the other {(grave ¥.3) a simple four-hole technique with the
tablets threaded slternately front and back to give a chevron | _
effect. Tablet weaving wes frequently worked as a boroer for Tw1ll 4
fabrics, as an integrai part of the wedv1ng proc ess, and it was




also uged on its own for sewn-on braids to edge gurments, .Of
the Vest Heslerlon Llinds, one 1s probuavly too decorative to be

a Lbwill selvedge and the obuer, on o wrist c¢lasp, is most

probably parct of & slitched-on cuff, sluilur to the one edging
a twill sleeve wltached to a wrist-clasp [row sildenhall,
suffolk (trowfool 19951 p27,fig 1).

Finally, severnl plied, cabled and ptaited cords were &lds0

'fqund, often in association with beads. Two pieces of- a tubular
plait with knotted ends, probably from a belt, were found_in '
grave HE 46 and has been discussed in the earlle:_report;”

- Although all of these fragments sre very small, it_is_possible
"to draw some conclusgions s Yo the dress of these Eéét Yorks hlre
Anng~Saxons; First of all, in the graves of males” (identlfled
from the presence of weapons) only twill and diamond twill were
"to be found, the fine linen tabbiles being only in those graves
“where there were two znnular brooches, which is assumed to
indicate & fewsie invuwmation. It is known from stone-carvings
and manugscripgt iliuslrations Luat bne dress oif Saxom men
remained for seversal cenlurieg a glupie sleeved tunic with a
cloak and it would therefore appear that at West Heslerton
these Lwo garmenis were wade Trom twill or diamond twill., The
loose curlis of fibre on the spearhead of grave BT75% may be from
a fur or # piled-weuve cloak or perhaps Irom a blanket placed
below the body.

Women's foeshions were subject to more chenge, but in the period
before conversion to Uhristionity, the general mode of dress was
a loose tovular porment, oo owmwach as nine feet in circumference,
hield togetbier el Lue prnoulder by two brooches and tied at the
walat. Teneath Lnig wos o cleeved garment with cuffis, and over
it & cloak (Dodwell L5¢2 pLl72). Al west Heslerton we hiave exgmples
of two difterent [obrico, the one twill, the other either twill
or tabby, pinned by tre sanulor brooches Jjust below shoulder
ltevel; snd on the wrisgt~claesps nre also remakns of tw111 with
in one cese bLtabletl weaving for the cuffs. Thesge dre-probably

the remains of tie sievved shirt and overgarment.’ln;one grave

tpere was a2 plaited belt at waist level and in others there was
sometimes ribbed tablLy, a suitable belt material, in the same
position. Twill was nisc found on the back of the cruciform

- 3_.




- other cemeteries, such as at Swuflnam in Norfolk (Lrowfoot

. and. onto the breast, in the: menner;of thos

Gy

prooches. which were presumably used to fus ten the LlOdk, on
one annulor brooch there was algo & plled Fabric - a- comumon

s

cloak mnterial al Lhls tinme.

As well ng these rewslns, which Fit in well with what is known
of Anglo-Saxon custume of thils duele, there wloo frequently“7
occur pleces of fine liunen tabby on the {ronl of the annular:

and cruciform brooches. Siwmilar rewains huve been found in '

11978a:@29)'and Mucking in Tesex (Crowfoot pers comu). Since
 ;tﬁeyjdo not occur in male graves, it seems pxobable that . they
~are[£fbm s@meﬁgort of head-vell, langlag over. Lhe shoulders
een 1n‘late ‘s
s the seventh

- 1llustrations and zxe referred to as'early'é
,. entury (Dodwell ibid). Finslly, the women adorned themse]ves
with strlngs of amber and gluss beads , whlch, cither by
acoldent or degign, were caabht up in, the brooches ranggd

neross thelr breast.
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