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Insect fragments, mostly Colooptera and Trichoptera were numerous, and e x am] 

from the orders Helniptera, Odonata, Diptera and Megaloptera were also 

noted. Pre s erv;J.tion of these remains was very good. 

The beetle remains fell into two groups, aquatic and terrestrial. The 

aquatic species '.Tere mostly Hydrophilidae and Hydraenidae, belonging 

to the ge ne ra Helophorus, Hydrochus and Ochthebius and tre Dytiscid 

genera Colymbetes, Rhantus and Agabus. The whirligig beetle, Gyrinus , 

'fas present and also the .Teevil Tanysphyrus lemnae which lives on the 

duckweed, Lemna. This assemblage suggests still or very Sowly flowing 

water, a suggestion supported by the ~quatic members of the other orders, 

like the numerous CadJis larvae, the alder fly (Sialis)and a small 

dragonfly. As well as remains of aquatic insects, statoblasts of the 

bryozoan Cristatella mucedo were recovered, another inhabitant of 

quiet water. The presence of reed beds at the water's margin was 

indicated by a number of fragments of Donacia spp. and by Corylophus 

carsidioides, a species which is usually found amongst fallen reed 

ste:ns. 

~ h0 dry land beetle s were chiefly species of open ground. The dung beetles 

!~phodius, Ge otrupe sand On thophagus I and the s taphyl inid Anot,ylus 

ru.'josus 1·rhich is most often found in dung, argue for the presence 

of pasture with grazing animals and the occurrence of the chafer 
~\ 

Ph,yllopertha horticola whose larvae live ~n grass roots, supports this. 

A number of other beetle sueci e s were recovered, amongst WhlCh were the 

folloHing: Carabus sp., Bembidion fumigatum (Dufts.), Pterosti c hus 

a t rrirnus (:Ibst.), Cerc,yon :>p., Onthophilus striatus (Forst.), iIiS:er sp., 

A crotrichi~3 s r ., SilDha atrata L., Stenus sp., Lathrobium terminalis :} r., 

Xantholinu s linearis (01.) or X. longiventris (Heer), Staphylinus 

olens (;,lull.), OnthonhaGUs ovatus (L.), Dr,yops sp., Agriotes_ sp •. , 

Anohi u m nunctatum Deg., Chr,ysolina polita (L.), Chrysolina sp., 

Strophosornus sp., Sitona lenidus Gyll., .!i.Y..P.exa Dunctata (F.), and 

~~us tri '~llttatus 

}JonrJ of these i s in c on~Jlstent \lith the theory that t~G site c onsls::ed 

of a riverside sl-"1.mp near open grazing land. Some would suggest 

ac cumulations of vG~etable debris. J\no)ium Dunctatum lives in dead 

wood but this IS the only indication that trees or timbers mirrht 
" 

have been in the vicinity, apart from seeds of Almus (alder), and its 

http:sl-"1.mp
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pollen record, along with those of some other trees. As the inseat a 

could have come from a single tree, this is not an indication of 

woodland. 

P robably the most intere s ting species so far identi f ied from this 

horizon is Pterostichus aterrimus, an inseot which is very rare in 

Britain today. Its typioal habitat is fenland, and it has not been 

re oorded living further north than Norfolk. 

As implied above, the list given is not the total of the bee t le s~ie s 

from this sample. Further work would lengthen the list and produ~ 

more specific names against those entries so far only named to gffiUS • 

A subjective assessment of the total assemblage, however, suggests 

that the inferences to be drawn from this extended list would be the 

sarne as those given here. That is, a pond or slowly flowing river 

with reed beds along the banks and occasional alder trees, set in 

s razing land. The olimate appears to be very much as today's, the 

slight southern withdrawal of Pterostichus aterrimus being due more 

probably to fenland drainage than climatic deterioration'. 



the Coleo tera from Fiskerton Lincs. 
orne 

This sample was examined in order to see what, if any, changes 

in the environment had taken -place between the time of deposition 

of the material and the age of s ample 7 5cm. (see other report) 

Insect remains were much less abundant than in no. 75, possibly 

reflecting a less varied habita t at the earlier time. Orders other 

than Coleoptera were only represented by a few fragmentary Caddis 

larvae and pieces of adult Hymenoptera. rrhe beetle fauna, too, 

was more sparse but the few species pre s ent were very consistent 

in their environmental implications. 

Faunal list 

Name no. of indivs. 

Carabidae 

Bembidion SPa 1, 

Odacantha melanura (L.) 1 

Dromius longiceps Dej. 1 

Hydrophiliuae 

Megasternum obscurum (Marsh.) 1 

Hydraenidae 

Och~hebius minimus (F.) 4 

Staphylinidae 

Lesteva heeri Fa uvel 5 

Ca rpelimus sp. 2 

Pla tystethus ?nitens (SahIb.) 1 

Stenus spp. 4 

Gabrius SPa 1 

Alaeocharinae indet. 3 



Fa unal list cont'd 

Scarabaeidae 

Aphodius sp. 1 

Corylophidae 

Corylophus cassidioides (Marsh.) 2 

Coccinellidae 

Anisosticta 19-punctata (L.) 1 

Chrysomelidae 

P lateumaris braccata (Scop.) 9 

The most abundant species, by a considerable margin, was 

Plateurnaris braccata, strangely unnaccompanied by any other members 

of the Donaciinae, all of which share more or less simil&p habits. 

Adults of P. braccata are found on the emergent leaves of reeds 

growing in water and the larvae live on the submerged roots. The 

usual host ,plant of P. 1j>raccata is Phragmites communis. Two carabids 

were specif ically named, Odacantha melanura and Dromius longiceps, 

both of which are predators found exclusively in reed beds whilst 

Corylophus cass i dioid es usually lives amongst the fallen sterns of 

de a d reeds . The 13dybird ~ niSo3ticta 19-punctata inhabits marshy 

places and it, too, is often found on reeds. Ochthebius minimus 

is an aquatic beetle which lives in still or slowly flowing water 

whilst th~ staphylinids Carpelimus, Platystethus and Stenus ~re 

usually found at r.}le margins o f water and Lesteva heeri lives in 

damp places , often in moss. 

'['he environment implied by this assemblage, then, is a reed 

swamp or fen with s tanding water over a muddy bottom. All the 

s pec ies recorded have been taken in the Cambridgesh ire fens. 

This summary ~;upports the hypothesis put forward earlier that the 

habitat may have been much more monotonous at ~his time than at the 

time of deposition of sample 75. Only Aphodius sp., a dung beetle, 



suggests a different environment. and as these insects are strong fliers 

and only a solitary specimen was rec orded, it may have come from some 

distance . 

Although most members of this fauna are more or less restricted to 

s~uthern and eastern England, this has probably more to do wit.h the 

location of surviving fen l and rhan with climate. There is nothing 

in the assemblage to suggest that it was either warmer or colder than 

the same area today. 


