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Althorns Grove. 8a11ee5~ 

The Animal Bones. 

14-~7 

The animal bone recovered from this site belonged to four periods! Saxon, 

Medieval, Post Medieval and Recent, the latter includes Victorian festures. 

The total number of bones recovered was 989, this was too fe~ for any 

calculation of age groupings, and as much of the bone ~as fragmentary no 

xeasurements were taken. h chart was made for each of th~ four periods showing 

which species were represented. 

Saxon 

The following species were identified; cattle (~sn.), sheep (~-~.), pt~ 

(~ liP•), cat (Felis liP·), dOllies tic fo111l (Qallue sn • .>, 111hale end !!lllh. 
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rib 3 

teeth 15 

total 63 

cattle sized fragments 11. 

unidentified bone fragments 164. 

whale; 1 vertebral body. 

fish; 1 bone. 

total 29lt. 
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the number of unidentifiable pieces of bone is approximntely equal to the 

nUlllber that were identified, the degr«Ht of fragr.1entation is, therefore, quite 

high. Ca tle is the most numerous species, all the bones showed full 

epiphyseal fusion and full permanent dentction, except the ~dible of a calf which 

retained some deciduous teeth. The unfused ~~oxirnal end of a radius and the 

distal epiphysis of a femur were else pretient. ~ number of bones showed signs of 

butchery especially on vertebrae and some long bones, all were chop marks. 

The sheep were all adult specir:.ene ,,,ving achieved full epiphyseal fusion 

and dentition. Only a few pig bones ~>'ere present. The cat wrus an l.!llll!$ture 

individual, ~ tibiae were unfueed blt botn ends, the proximal end of the 

humerus was also uofuaed. The presence of a c;ingle individual distorts the 

proportion of species shown on the chert. 

The whale vertebr~, although it could not be positively identified, is very 

similar to that of a pilot whale (Globicerhala ~elaenn.) This was identified by M.c. 

Sheldrick, aritish Museum Natural History. 

l·:edieval 

The following species were present; cattle (Bee eo.), sheep (Ovie SQ•)• -. -
pig (~sn.l, horse (Sgt<ua .·.p.}, red deer (Corvus elaphua.), rabbit (<,ryctol!!.f~U$! 

cuniculus,), and peafowl (~. S'P_•) 0 1 humerus, wluc.li wu identified by D Bramwell. 
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mandible 
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cattle sized fragments 1. 

unicentifi2ble ~ragrc,ents 57. 

peafowl 1 humerus 
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The bone from this perio> was better presenred than thnt from the Saxon period, 

the relative proportion of unidentifiable bone was also smaller. 

Again cattle is the numerous species, no selectivity vas observed and all the 

bone showed full epiphyseal fusion and full dentition except one unfused proximal 3 
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end of a tibia. Sutche17 was ao~ oc a r- bones :l.ncluclill€ a metac!U'p411 ~md 

~~~ektat.vM! both cbopped axiall,y. 

' ' 
ODe 1at pbalanx ahowd lipping on the proxilllllll. surface euggesting srt.bri t¥a• 
A human utraplW'l was recoV~&red from the boundary ditch • 

.!'est MedievaJ. 

The following species were present; cattle (Boa so.), sbaep (Ovia 1111)•) • -- -· 
pig (~an.) borH (!!!quus ,.p.) • red deer (Corvus elaphus } • fallow deer <a dN\a ; , 

dog <cwa "•) • cat (Felis su.) • rabbit (Omtol!!,IIW! oUIIliculua,,) • oyatlill' (O~:<kea 

eduli.lf,}. 

eattle .. , N ~ l"!il4 deer• fallow ~' ' '~ 414111'1; ~~ 

skull 9 ' 1 - - - 1'1 - • 
& 1 ekull 

horncore ' 2 - - - - -
mandible 6 ' 1 - 1 - 1 - -
~rtebrae 11 2 - - - - 2 

os coxae 6 3 

humer'U$1 4 3 - - - - 2 3 

radiua 3 3 - - - - 2 

ulna 1 - - - - - 2 - 1 

SC!IIIpuU 3 3 - - - 1 - 1 

' 
metacarp~~~l 5 3 -

~, 

- - 1 

femur 3 4 1 - - - ?. - 1 

fibula - , 
tibia 4 5 - - - 1 2 1 1 

metatarsal 5 3 - - - - 16 

calcaneum 5 1 - - - - 11 1 

1a·t phalex 3 4 - - - - 12 

2nd phslarut 1 

3rd phalaiM< -
~astr&g~Uua 4 3 - - - - 2 

-·---
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rib 6 1 

teeth 14 13 

talus 4 -

total 101 60 

cattle si"ed fra~ents 19. 

unidentifiable fragments 67. 

oyster; 2 valves. 

1 piee0 of burnt bone 

76 bird bcnes. 

total 418 

- - - - - -
2 3 1 

- - - - - -
c, 5 2 3 65 6 

(inc. 1 skeleton) 

This period produced th" largest :;mount of bone, although this is distortad 

by the large number of bird bcnes. 

(;"ttle were j:redowinant, and !)utcbery waspractiRed on a number of bones • 

.done "'orking .. as evident on the midchaft of a r..etatarsal ~o~hich had been sla'it"ll at 

both end~ and shaved down th~ sides, possibly for use as a handle. 

1 

4 

8 

The aatr&g«lus of a horse r<tcov,.:rec: from the g"rden soil (F53) showed butchery 

marks. 

r, variety of bi:·ds were icentified, ~eluding 9 bones of domestic fowl 

(Gallus "'"~'•), one of goose (i>:.Sj!I' ~>r. l: ant from 1"478 a group of 59 bones of r<>d crouse 

(Lasopus laSOM _', representing "'t l&<.at six individua.la. 1n the same deposit were 

8 bcnes of partridge (Perdix perdix.), all of theee were humeri. 

A hum<m mmU.ble wa.s found in ::·1•59, e rubble pit, this showed antemortem loss 

of the first and second molars on the left side. 

Recent. 

The follo~ng sp&cies were present; cattle (ios an.), sheep (Ovis sc,), - -
pig (~ _ _111Do) 9 horse (&9uw; :;n,), dog (Canis ""•), hare (Lepuz an,), domestic fowl 

(Gallus an.), goose (f,nser :;n .• ), and fish. 
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cattle 311eep pig borse dog ban 

~Skull - - - - 2 

bomcore 

~~~&11dible 3 2 - - 2 

vertebrae 2 2 

os coxae 3 - - - -
hl.lmer'US 4 1 

radiu - 1 1 - 1 

ulruo 

e"11apula 2 

• 
m<!ite..llarpal s 
t'o11111r 1 2 2 

fibula 

tibia 2 - 1 - - 1 

111etataraal - 1 2 

calcaneum 

1st phalanx 2 3 - 1 2 

2Dd phallll!X - - 1 

3rd phalanx 

astragalus 

rib 2 4 ~, - - 1 

teeth 5 4 

ktlll 3lt 2Q 7 1 8 1 

cattle sized fragments 8 

uuidentifiable fragments 18 

bur11t f'ra~ts 2 

do~~~UU.c fowl 1 lllDa 

gooae 1 coracoid 

fbll. 1 boM 
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Only a small amount of bone wae recovered from r ecent deposita , por t of e dop, 

burial wae f ound, however this was very eroded and inco~plete. 

Victorian rubbish pits (F305 307 308) produc ed 6 cattle metacarpals, 5 of which 

hod holes dri l led in their proximal s 1·rface down through the shaft. Al l t he holes 

are in the same position and made with the same instru~ent. 

Conclusions1 

The nu•ber of bones recover ed f r om this s i te ie t oo few f or any economic 

interpretation and pr obably repr esents local food consumption. However t here 

seem& to be little variation between the species present in each of the four 

periods. A full list o f i dentifications is available or. r~quest. 

au~ L(Sl;w 

... , 

7F 

I 


