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With three very minor exceptions the textileG recovered at Wharr~m ~8I'Sy 

hc:.ve been used in burials - the earlier medieval r8mu,inc; i-iS simple shI'oud~J 

or wraplJinS'S round the bodies, tLI?! later fr<1,,:;rnents from the handsome 

exterior decoration of coffins in leth-19th century 6raves. 

1. Shrouds 

In li:ngland the_, habi t or intel'l'inG corpSf~~; i'lJ 11~y slothed Be(~mg to h'.i,ve 

prevuiled for some time after the AnE'!,'lo-Q\:l-;:orJs t.,(";' __ :Li .. , '8 ~hriBti'-'tn, uut bS lhe 
date of the earliest buria.ls Vvith whic!' textiIH~'; W81''3 found ,,-,:t Whn..rrRnl h-'I'c,',', 

probably 12th-13th centuT.)!, th'-~ p:cactict~ o( ~~ililL_\lJ "luo'.udin:::;' ._he lJody hi-:' .. cJ. 

become general custom, u:zceVt in the C:'I-;urch or :;;.JLb,~rjral Ul)rii.i_ls of .iml;()I'ta.nt 

secular or ecclesiastical digu.itarios. 

fa.tric for the shroud was nonoi-l.ll;y linen. i;,e;'I\)'--?!'s ;)1.' reli.G':i.ollf:' oJ'r:lers can 

still be round in their CO.::J.I'8e WOClll\:l(l haLits, hAt tii(-';j_l' retention in dedLh 

273; era. foot 1916, 102), ann the outcry whel' crar.e~ II, in nn effort to 

bolster the wool trade, ordered that shrou,ls ~boulJ be of ~o~llen cloth, 

(lel,onstrates the long-establisried preference.; fOj: lineno 

'N"" tHble (fig. ,po ) "ho~s briefly technical details of the pieces 

E-)Xaif;ined, their fibre, spin, v/(-;CLve, qUillits and Cialaur; it. m,"y be noted 

that with the exception of one find (site ~1/202, not associated with a 

burial) thf.3 archaeological textiles are alj jn t1.d:!y weave - often called 

"plain weave" or "linen weave!J, the simple .,j". CU.I';iJ of construction 'i'lhere 

the weft passes alternately over hnd under 8in~le warpso 

}'he fr3..J,·ments from the early g'I'~J.ves at \·iharl':·,~rn Percy are of sil!!ple undyed 

flax tabby weaves of fairly good qualj tj' . Ih0 Bpirloing is all Z, the 

direction contrary to the natural twiat of [lux fibre, but most commonly 

employed in nort hern !1uro pe fI'om the 6t h-1Ut h cen turi·es onwards, where 

wool, a fibre with no natural preferred twist, hud lonl been established 

as the mosT, important for textile manufhctUI'8. ~ome of the thread here 

shows the vbI'iable spinning, so common jon fL:I.x thread that it 8e8ms .vrobR.hle 

tb ,t the unev0\nnp.ss, so carei'lJlj:y avoi.d(~r.I in fine wooll.ens, was accepted 

as suitable to even ~ood quality linen. 

'l'he burLa,Js excavated werrJ in .cour l::o>"nr'E~ ';ni} ,Yrubabl;y carne from v.:-~.rying 

Ib~) ~Ul.(l 1 ! .U ; rlu t t h:.ill,,':j·r, i-Ln J i Ll''.n is ! J . " , . 1.11:', rl t h:i. t of lC::o / , tl-,OI'C:' in vc~r;y 

L .1_ ~" , I 'C 
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2. Coffin coverings 

;.L'be w .. )ullen fabrics from the lLtter gr:..LV8S are a va.~·ied :~.l1d c.\I'i,:;l.na Ll,Y 

colourful t~.roup, all associated with, ,.!.nd la·I'tSelS pl'eservec. b;)', the:; 

r1!8t<~~1-work on th8 crutside of thl~ coffin:=:;. Itl lnOgt, the cDv2.ringr:; ~-,r~i;1II 

to be made of good quality B}leepls wcul, t,flouG'L in ~~ome the ribr·...::~..; ;:1.}'(-:' 

bcldly d.egraded and ',arnaged b;y lnsecL;:;, j;i:l . .Lotl.cl.l..larl,)'" so in the pro; ;!.!-,}F"7 

i, H COctI'SC to Ijl'':-11 i urn 

bTi:~de cloth, S-fJpun in both SYfitOifls, nn(J \).rifulled 

c~,a~per fa.bria than thg other's wt.i.c:h , ,.j!.:"1 T' t i.'I'0lll the 

1'1'010 Burials D ':-J.nd G (C 1·1b'2.,lr1LU), ~,.ho·-J; tile rni.Y..f'.cJ .f"rinjJint~·' :':'('?WiJl'll) (1. :11 

o \?ViHl'y), that lends itr-ielf to i'inj:::~}"inf.'; b,) i'lJll.irl u , and :,r':? <,J.1 r:]'.';~0 

heu.vy cloths with i::', Tiiiscd. mEJ.tted Gllrf;."C~(:" 

(rnaMlsr) in two. In three caseS (lJui: i::.I,l.;-, .1< . .K, G aBel D) dye t'J:.::ts rI")v(~cl 

nec~,cltive, but it is doubtful if thl.s '; 1"''';),S8 indica-taB 00 na.t.ur[·d und.:,:<,:,:o 

wool; the limited slz,e of these S<.LWV1cD tMtJI a.ccount for ~he apparent 

lack of dy'8 (see }Jene]ope Walton, ApJ.18ndi:x ,p. ), since in one l-?"Y;.'"ve 

(Burial G) H.M.AppleYBrd's fibre tests 111dicated thero might have baen 

dyeing, while in two CURes of indigo ci;)'8i.tl b (Hurials L..-ZXXrx.,xx) d.is

tri~ltion of dye was uneven, some fj.br8s being blue, some undyedn 

In one grave, the oniy one identified by name and date, that of 

~hristina Harvey, d.lb39, two fabricn l1U(j Leen used in rnaking the 

coffin covering, clearly disLint~iAh~,t)le under mugnifi.cation by their 

spinning, Z/S in one piece, Sis in Rnother, and the coarSer weave of 

the l"tte"O; in this, the colour hml c:oflll,letely fHdoed to brown undrer 

a bronze stud, but both fubrics had bA~n dyed blue, and as both were 

fulled tIle;}' would hav8 been indistirJb'l. L:')tJ.'·l.ble wbG(] us(~d tog'ethc~r to 

any but v8r.)! close eX&.mination. 

Gnl,j" Onf! cov8I'i.n~ l'; J.99~1) PI'cH·:urvpd ;.iriS IU[if3ib]e textilR d.ecoration, 

'j'h i s 

t· nI'(,~f,·,J.·(: not 1.ncluoprj in {i;y(~ anO I'il.! '·\'s:-l.i"I.p.l.irJ j • 

,'i.,;.L1Ll.I:r, ·Lt. tr:'-? V.ictnJ'.i;l 'J:d ,'\JI'~'.l'l ;':':, 1.1;;, '.'/' i J;' " I' {.~" ( ': L 1.> 
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made. a detailed study of thee" funeral customs, and has kindly perwitted 

the use here of hiB desoription of tho origin and development of the 

textile-covered ooffin, he writes,-

'''l'he practice of covering the outer shell of a coffin with a rich 

matsrial began in the late sixteenth century, the earliest recorded example 

I can call to mind ie that of Elizabeth 1 lI60) whose red--velvet-covered 

coffin was exposed in 1863/5 during th .. famulls search of the Westminster 

Abbey vaulte organised by Dean Stanley for the body of James I. 

Why outer shelle were oovered in rich stuffs hae not been definitely 

inter»reted. I subscribe to the theory that the covering has its oribin 

in the rich palla which draped tha plain wooden coffins durine the lying

in-state of monaro he and royal nobles upon which was sometimes placed an 

effigy of the dsceased. With the lyin~-in-state of General Georgs Monck 

at Westminster Abbey in 1610 the effigy was placed directly an to hiB 

velvet-oovered coffin, the 9all havin6 gone out of faehion during the 

Commonwealth not to be revived until the early eighteenth century. 

From the last quarter of the ssventeellth oentury until., say, the middle 

of the nineteenth ce~tur.y, it was common practioe to cover tbe outer shell 

of the coffin in a rich material which not only gave status to the funeral 

but also 9rovided a good base to show off ths elaborate fittings. It has 

been said that the coffin wBslittle more than a large jewel oasket. 

Indeed so, for what precioue contents it held for the mourners' 

ObViously, the quality of the material differed greatly from region to 

region and also from one pooket to another. At the top end of the soale 

wsre the large triple coffins destined for important flUllily vaults,. oovered 

in crImson velvet and glinting with a wealth of gilt f11ltinge, down , 
.. market oame the blaok oloth-oovered single ehell ooffin with tin fittings 

destined tor an earth burial or, it within pooket, a briok lined grave. 

'the BU9ply of suoh ooff1.ns was in itself an elaborats and complioated 

rite. Until the Civ11 War the obsequies of the nobUitl and landed 

gentry .ere the prerogative of the College of Heralds (monarohs being 

deal t l'Ii th by the Earl Chief Marshall), fcr th .. les9 .• r important wers the 

trades and religious guilds and, for the oommon man, the parish. 

Funorals after tha death of Charles I were organised by oabinet makers 

or upholBterers. 'fhey would arrange for the colleotion of a body, 

placing it in ita inner elm Ahell, have a plumber to provide the lead 

shell and then oall in the upholsterer to cover a 1" outer oak shell with 

the velvet and fitt1n60' As tim., proe;rensed private enterpr1se took over 

and one woulcl rind in the cities and larger' towns pereons who would 

·unaert,.ke' to do this liaison work: between cabinet maker, plumber and 
upholsterer, hence the term Undertaker." 



6T"~,l~e coffi.ns for WDll-to-do COiI1IflOnnI'f3, tj:cir coloured fulled v.':)_'l_l('?w_~ 

tt!'3 flearest cheap 8ubst,ttute iOI" velvet, ~erhaf8 in this area oi' YI)l'k!~l'j~e 

Of the three textiJ(-;::, wjthout (;TLtVG (l.;.;soc.1utions, one (Sjte ~)l/~~f)~:)) 

'v'/a:~ founc] attac!ie(] to ;, fr(-~_,J,T1Jfult of i-r'on, w1th otl'(;I' Colded hi-tlf-

c8.rbonised scraps, a h!:tlf--t'-i".f-::,K(:')i, W-!i-i.V(-' or IIp.xtended. tarJ1J,yIf, VI1.th lJi-i,i.t'~;'; 

threads :in one ~3;yGt.I:-;Ir" J--.'1";~1.' 11'1.,) LhH v';i~ft, Cor Bl)e(_~dJ' wea,vir\;~; 

WOt) 1. 

I " 

~'he thjrct iterl] is nrl ol;vj:)IJ~' i.nLnnc;ion \(~ 19t1), ;,1 ch:il:--j!" rJ(~hine-

~lj_c:rofiche ~ynopses 

:.shrouds 

.Wl'CigTfl8t-JtS of r:-\hJ'ol)n~; ';,'Hl"_~ i "l)II(i i.n I.t,T"-' l)"r-T..V(:'~; jon Lhe Cl:llJ':·.:r,::::;.rJ, 

tfJ.ld,y 1/H3HV8S of f;';"ir1.,i' ,:Joor! q~~."rJ_it"y ,"j.l'!. VI''!',) :::;imilar to f:ind~l l'J.'orn 

ot.8r medieval eccle,Jiu8T,ic;:d ~~j_i.P!'; j.!1 j~l!(;l;..dl,j. 

blis,-d_'(-Jth \,rowfnot arJ{J ,Julj,an W.3.Lit-Len 

lt8lJ1(",ins of -woullen i"<;.br:1_<;:;, idJ 11lr.::r,:iiurr! eJ'(i.de tl'.-l.bby weav8B, !Dost 

hC[;Lvily fulled and rl.:J ef], four d;l,J'k 1,1110 (.i.ncli,:;otin) and two dal'k red 

(nllJdcler))WE):r8 preDI3TVf-;(:' LS t.h::', d~~COl'iJ.Liv':' rnp.titL rittJ.il,::~;8 on nine 

coffins from leth-J~t!: {'(::tlt::,J' i'Il_I.'i,'1 I." 'rhe jJracticp, of coverinG 

t. r-;r, out -'}' ~)YH11 of H. coffin '",i th l'ien m(J,t,'2ria,1 dates Lrom the Lite 

16th to the 19th centtiJ',Y. ~'he woullens here wou},rt be a cheaper 

local sllbstjtute for the vAlve[,s of imlJOrtu&lt burials~ 

H.M.AP1}le,}'ard. 

~;C'ict~I' 1].13. J: }lewihnll Il.~i. ]:157 "'l'f:,n~t.i.l'.! .crom hlrii.d Q, St.i:.:lcll·~y·'S l-riory 
'!'j,0i.['ol'd", .i~:~ed '}ITch. I. 10:?-

ILl" 

; j • 

~-=:.::.~:"'~ .. L:.!..--,,~~-E...~' ::,)0l·\ulchl'Hl ,lJra~-~:~llS in 
,;,: 1.',1' ,)1 k 

'J i. 

',.: ~.i l(,~\!I in 'l'.l; .H!is'~fiJ,1 fIL';xcavat.ions 
,;,~:L-lr~ l~j«)-7)" Cxnnl('m:;ia i'.JJl,. 

:Y! 1_ . ( ~ • 
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!iR..l!endix 

c 1078. (b()0266) hadl;), de6raded wool; iiI U,ouC;h brown, it is uno.)rtE>i.n 
whether this i8 (tue to dye or 8im.,ly O£),1.ur<"l discolouratio{[. 
Thera is a lot of d90ri9 attact. .. d to the .t"ibr<ils. 

l: 1972. \'796417) rine to medium diam"ter 11'001, some fibres "1''' undyed 
and oth<H'S are d,yed blue. 

C 2209. (1:16419) lladl,y de"raded "001, lirol'lI,hlh in colour, "vid0nco o~' 
inrH'" t larvae dama;!". 

C 222tl. \796420) 'lhts i" V8r;t "imila~' to ,2\.1:1, l;"t th8 fibre" ure uoarsHI', 
darker and some are medullated. 

G 1480. (820004) Wool fibres, all dark brown but very little pi<l'llentation, 
they appear to be evenly dyed, th,n'" "'1'e a lot of deposits and 
soma baoterial de~radation. 

C 1)47. \ (::20(,05) Medium diameter wool, Bome fibres with continuoue 
medulla and eome with [raiment"l m"dullation, no pigment, 
sli,;htly yellow, but probably undyed. 

G.14b2. (691004) Viool, badly degraded; there is no pi.;ment, and a awaH 
amount of fragmental medullae. 

G.2233. (822456) (a) and (b), both bwUy degrhded, but (b) more SOl blue 
stains on Bome fibres, probably wool. 

Site 51/202 (822458) Very black and brittle, fibres very irregular in 
diameter, but have very protruding scale margins as, seen in 
prof'ile, the 8cale pat.erne Il.re not visible because' of the colour; 
there are both longitudinal and transverse oraclts. Certainly 
animal, most probably wool. 

67.3.46 (&2245'1) Short animal fibres, most with both roots and tips, 
1'a1rly ree;ular in thiokness, man;y ft!t.mrl,y fine but sO'''e ooarser 
fibres, trab~ente of akin. Moat of the finer fibres arB non
medullated, but soms "ith fragmental medulla, and aome ooarser 
fibres wi,h continuous medulla! ?dog hairs, but not the range 
of' Boale patterns expeoted. 

G.1981. (818949) Modern, undsr polarisod light this has all the 
interferenoe oolours of' qylon, of the delustered t,pe. 
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PanGloI'n Walton 

All dJ!as wer" extraoted with solvente _",d td"ted with an ultra-violet! 
visible sptictrophotometer. 

l"inu no. ":.1078. .La.b.no. L00266 ind i ,Jotin 
(; 1972. 796417 L.di;;otin 
C 2209· 796419 Uilidfi.er 

" 2226. '196420 liraV"e W'? il!(;.dder '" 
~ 14/;;0· (,20004 Grave " 11<.168. ti1l8 ( < l"'g) 
~ 1547. 020005 Jr':lve KK o>":u,,;,ti va 
~ 1462. 697004 \lJ:~,ve ]) !H.l(~ativo ( < 1m;,;) 
C 2233· 622456 arava XX (a) indigot1n 

(b) iCidigotin 

Jjine samples were tested for the prosence of d,y'HI, out of which six 
e;a.ve positive re8u1ts,two madder and four indi"otin. ~'he rtlUUiining 
tr.ree were not neoass&r11¥ undyed, bu t m"~ have been coloured with 
dyes wh1ch decay ra .. id1y or are more ''''311,)' masked bJ' solI stains. 
'1'wo of these samples wera BO small tc,,,t onlJ! very well-preserved dj!es 
would have been detected. 

Indigotin and llIkdder are both .['eI>"10>1'1J! enocuntered in i!!n"l1eh taxtll<3'" 
from at least the lOth oeniur;y onward". '.·heLJlue d;yestuff 1ndigotin 
ca" be fJxtraoted from ei ther the w(.'I1d Ol' H,e i,,,li~o ~)l .. nt", both of which 
were used in the 17th oantuZ7. woad mainlJ! from local sourceS a.nd indigo 
imported from East India and the rieet ludiesl in later oehturies woad 
was aln·.ost oompletely oueted by indigo (1). l"dioo~in outilumbered the 
other dyeetuffa in the poet-Civil War wool textiles from Newca~tle-upon
'l'yne (2) and the 11th oentuZ7 knitted caps from the Dutoh whaling 
settlemeni at Spitzbergen (unpublished work). 

Madder, the popular and oheap red dye of the .ll.1ddle Ages, was aleo 
found in the He.oaeUe and Spitzhergeb textiles along with otbs~" reds 
of more reoent introduotion. It is clear that, although by the 17th 
oentur,y there was oompetition from new red d;yeetuffe from the Americae, 
madder from the oontinent oontinued to be ueed ext~"'3ively. 

1'40te8. 

1 J .H.lIettel.'The ou1tivation of woad in the SaliebuZ7 area during the 
1ate16th and 17th oenturhe' 'textile History 9. 1978. 112-117. 

a.Davie, 'Eng1ieh foreign trade, 1660-1700' in Minohinton (ed.j 
The Growth of li:Mllsh Overa.". ",'radee in the 11th and 18th oenturies 
1969. 90, lI.lnohinton, 1ntroduction to 'l'he iirowtb of Mcclish 
Overseas Trade st~. 21. 

2 P .Vlal ton, forthcoming, '1'he tex tilos I in lL Harbottle, ',,;xclavation 
of th& Civil War bastion at the ,;fl.Btle, lfIeWoIlHt1e-upon-'i.'yae', 
Al'ohaeololjia Aeliana 



Ihlll'rBll Per!i[. 'l'erti1e Cat.10lme 

Find no. Lab.no. Phaee Jlur1.l ~aaurement Fibre ~ Weave Count C.!1l.2!£ Filii 1Ih1!!& COIII!1ents 

C 900 72''jXX) pre II 177 2.5 X 0.8, flax I/z tabby 18-24/15-18 undyed 12 small fragments, 
1.6 I 1,1.7 X 1.2 oloae even spin and 

weave 

C 928 725001 pre IX 182 1.0 X 0.5 flax z/z tabby 12/9 undyed rather open weave 
(6 on Smm) 

C 9,14 725002 pre II 189 2.7 X 2.2. flax Z/Z tabby 20-22/18-22 undyed numerous scraps,larg 
2.5 I 104, pieces in folds, 
1.5 I 0.8 spin irregular 

C 1078 800266 IV-VII. 5.3 X 4.0 wool sis tabbT 8-9/9-10 brown between iron & wood, 
?later (Indigotin) largely replaced 

fibres 

C 1972 796417 X - XII I.XIlIX 0.8.5 X 504 wool z/s tabhT 14-15/22 dark bIas fulled between metel • wood 
(wood 1820' (indigotiD) o't'erlap where cloth 

joinad 

796418 X - III 2· 6 !< 9..:t, 2-S x 2-0 wool z/s tabhT 14-15/20-22 d81'k blUe fulled 
Y"o<PNi jtud., ~ I< ctd;-"cW 

c 1999 ss alKlve, parallel 
J..2-4,w.l.1 Z,Sply threads, ?frin!e 

C 2209 796419 III - XI ft 9.0 X 14.0, wool Z/S tabbT 20/12 dark bro wn fulled Dear-bla~,?burDt 
12.0 X 8.5 (medder) marks of fitting 

C 2228 196420 XI ?if 4·3x::[·)/1·9><!·<t wool sis tabby- 16/10-11 d eli!: brown fulled fI'@l81lentll adhering 
(madder ) a~ iy\O'~ lltuds) u.g"J"k wood 

C 1480 820004 G 6.5 X 1.9 woel Sis tabby 7-8/7-8 brown fulled ?warp tight spin. 
(negative) ?wett loose 

C 1547 820005 IX: 2.5 X 4.5 wool Z/s tabby- 10-12/12 brown fulled stained green froll! 
c.1800-1820 (negstive) studs 

C 2233 822456 XX (s~ 4.0 X 3.6 wool z/s tabby 12-14/12 blue fulled froll! wood 
1839 (b 1.7 X 1.5 wool sis tabb)- 10-11/12 brown fulled Illlder atu.d 

(both indigotln) 

C 1482 697004 J 2.3 X 1.1 11001 sis tabby 9-10/10-11 light brown loose IIpun tlresds 
(negative) 

51/202 822458 3.5 X 3.3 ?wool z/z halt-beaket 5/4pre black ~csrbonised. attache~ 
iron 

67.3.46 822457 L.o.2.2 ?dog unspun white pluoked fibres 

C 1981 818949 L.l1.0,lIidth 7.5 n,ylon Z kui tted white ohild's glov8. 
(machine) lDOdern 


