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The Textiles

mlisebeth Crowfoot
Yiith three very minor exceptions the textilas recovered at Wharram Perocy

hzve been used in burials - the esriier medieval remains as simple shrouds

or wrappings round the bodies, the later frasments Crom the handsome

exterior decoration of coffins in 18th-19thk century gruves.

1. Shrouds

in fnsland the habit of interying corpses fully clothed seamus to huve

nristian, but by the

prevailed for some time after the Anglo-Saxons b U
found at Wharram kercy,

MEAREN S
date of the earliest burials with which textiles were

probably 12th-13th century, the practice ol wimply shrouding Jhe body had

1

become genersl custom, except in the crurch or zovhadral burials of important

sacular or ecclesiastical diguitaries. Thiow, hout the medieval pari ¢ ihe
fatric for the shroud was normally linen. pmbars ol religiocus orders can

2till be found in their coarse wopllen habits, lut their retention in desth
is probably intended as a sign of Christisn povarty (Uarter & Hensball 1957,
2733 Crowfoot 1976, 102), ana the outery when Char.es 11, in an eflori to
bolster the wool trade, ordered that shrouds should be of woullen cloth,

demonstrates the long-establiished prelerence for linen.

The table {fig. ,b. ) shows briefly technical details of the pieces
examnined, their fibre, spin, weave, quality and colour; it mezy be noted

that with the exception of one find (site %1/202, not associated with a
burial) the archaesological textiles are ali in tal:y weave — olten called
"plain weave™ or "linen weaveB, the simplext [orm of construction where
the weit passes alternately over and under single warps.

The fragments from the early graves wt vharram Percy are of simple undyed
flax tabby weaves of fairly good quality. Lhe spinning is all Z, the
divection contrary to the natural twist of [lax Fibre, but most commonly
employed in northern Burope from the 6th-1Uth cenburies dﬁwards, where
wool, a fibre with no natural preferred twiast, had long been established
as the most important for textile manufacture. some of the thresd here
shows the variakle spinning, o common in [lax thread that it seems probable
tht the unevenness, so carelful}y avoided in [ine woollens, was accepted
as suitable to even good guality linen.

Jhe burisls excavated were in four luycrs, and probably came from varying
madisval dotes, Thus Burial 177 might bo considerably loter than hurisls
162 awnd 1593 Tt thousk its linen is Ciece than that of 182, there is very
Litele didVerence betvean it pad Lhoal Crowe 1F9y ver, similear quality

reominndn cowe Prom ounpublichbes crevan oL o WdPoed {Fviary, Gf.78; Flacklrisrs
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Jharram Iercy. o
Tomesine Yendryng in Yoxford church, sulfolk {(Cotwan 1&36,13,F1.17).

2. Coflin ceverings

he wooullen fabrics from the luter gruves are a vacled =nd originally
colourful group, all associated with, and largely preserved by, the
metal=work on ths outside of the coflins. Lu most, the covarings seom

bo made of gooc wali aheep's woo Lhough in some thoe Tibres are
o be d f gocd quality sheep's 1, thoug! 1 20 th t

badly degraded and vamaged by insecis, pwrticularly so in the proiable
earliest, © 1078 (Appendix , hH.w.Ap;leyard, p. ;, @ coursc to mediunm
grade cloth, S-spun in both systems, aond unfulled — & less sopbisticiterd
chaaper Tabric than the others wrich , apart Crom the Sus;un?unu;eﬁ o
{rom Burials D and ¢ (C 1462,1480), show the mixed spinning, a{7wnirp) widl

3 (Pwel$), that lends itsell to I'inisbing by fulling, and nre 211 close

heavy cloths with 2 raised matted surface.

In some cases only very small somyles were avaldlable For diye

identification, #&ans the appearance Lo the eya was deceptive, the orl_inasl
colour masked by rust or bronze corvosion Urom the cooffin Ui,
fhe colours identilfied were dark Lluo (indigovin) in four praves and red
(madder) in two. In three cases (kurials KK, G and D) dye tosts croved
negative, but it is doubtful if this :leays indicates a natural undy=d
wool; the limited size ol these sumples way account for the apparent
lack of dye (see Penelope Walton, Appendix , p. }, since in one grave
(burial G) H.M.Appleyard's fibre tests indicated there might have been
dyeing, while in two cases of indigo dyeing {buriels LAXXIX,AX) dis~
tribution of dye was uneven, some [ibres being blue, some undyed.

In one grave, the onady one identiflied by name and date, that of
vhristina Harvey, d.1839%, two Fabrice had been used in making the
coffin covering, clearly distinguishable under magnification by their
spinning, Z/S in ones piece, S/S in another, and the coarser weave of
the latter; in this, the colour had conpietely faded to brown under
s bronze stud, but toth faubrics had been dyed blue, and as both were
fulled they would have been indistinguishable when used togethsr to
any but very close examination.

Gnly cne covering (< 1999 prescrved any possible textile decoration,
a pateh ol S—ylyed threads toat might hove coms from a Tringe. I'his
strongly blue fabric wos exactly sdwilar to snother (v 1972, drave
LAAKIA )y as Af they had come From the s=an lale of aloth, and was
tearelare ot included in dye and Cilrscsamplin:.,

he Lostile eviseocs Cprom bhene Joooer cvaves wus submitied to Julian

s bibloen o the Viaotneia ond albert Coeewn, wio o ey



k)
made.s dotailed study of these funeral customs, and has kindly pernitted
the use here of his description of the origin and development of the

textile—~covered coffiny he writes:~

*The practice of covering the outer shell of a coffin with & rich
materiel began in the late sixteenth century, the earliest recorded example
1 can call to mind is that of Elizabeth 1 {1603} whose red-velvet~covered
coffin was exposed in 1863/5 during the famous search of the Westminster
Abtey vaulte organieed by Dean Stanley for the bod& of Jamee 1.

Why outer shelle wére covered in rich stufrs has not been definitely
interpreted. I subscribe to the theory that the covering has its origin
in the rich palls which draped the plain wooden coffins during the lying=
in-state of monarchs and royal nobles upon which was sometimes plsced an
affigy of the deceased. With the lying-in-atate of General George Monck
at Westminster Abbey in 1670 the effigy was placed directly #n to his w
velvet-covered coffin, the pall having gone out of fashion during the
Commonwealth not to be revived until the early eighteenth century.

From the lest quarter of the seveniteenth century untily say, the middle
of the nineteenth ceptury, it was common practice to cover the outer shell
of the coffin in a rich materiml which not only gave status to the funeral
but also provided a good base to show off the elaborate fittings. It has
been said that the coffin wes little more than a large jewél casket,
indeed soy for what precious contents it held for the mourners}

Obviously, the quality of the muterial differed greatly from region io
reglion and also from one pocket to another. At the top end of the scale
were the large triple coffins destined for important family vaults, covered
i@ éifmson velvet and glinting with a wesalth of gilt fittingsy down

' market ceme the black oloth-covered single ahell coffin with tin fittings
dastined for an earth burial or, if within pooket; a brick lined grave.

Tha supply of such coffins wae in itself an slaborate and complicated
rite. Until the Civil ¥War the obsequies of the nobility and landed
gentry were ths prerogative of the College of Horalds (monarchs being
dealt with by the Earl Chief Marshall); for the lesssr importent were the
trades and religious gulilds and, for the ocommon man, the pafish.

Funcrals after the death of Charles 1 were organised by cabinet malkers
or upholstererss They would arrange for the collection of a body,
plaecing it in ite inner elm ahell, have & plumber to provide the lead
shell end then oall in the upholsterer to cover a 1" outer oazk shell with
the velvet and fittings. Ae time progressed privats enterprise took over

and one would find in the cities and lerger towns persons who would

'undgertake' to do this liaison work bestwsen cabinet maker, plumber and

uphclsterer, hence the term Undertaker.®



y e Wharram Ferey examples must come into the category of tottor—
srade coflins for wall-to—-do coummoncrs, their coloured fulled wo Tlenn
the nearest cheap substitute ror velvet, perhaps in this area of Yorkshire

the highest guality fuweral supplied by the local undartaker.

Cf the three textiles without pruve associutions, one {site 51/p0p)
wa: found attached to & frasoment of ironyg with otler folded halfl-
carbonised scraps, a half-taskel woave or "extended ftabby", with paires
threads in one system, prabiaily the welt, Por specdy weaving; the wonvo
was commonly used for sacking, ot bere its fibre secms to be probnbls
wool. Ancother sors,. (&7.3.50) ds only o [ew white ucupun Jibiran,
plucked from ap anival, poseibly a dog (Appendix , Law.appleyord, p.e .
phe third ditem is an obvious lot intrusion (U 1981), o child's “sehine-

knitted glove in whits nylon.

Microliche synopses

shrouds slisabeth Urowloct

Fragments of shrovas sevs [onnd in threo reves in Lhe choarorrard,
aorth of the nave {(urials 177,100 ol 16y j. They were simple [lax
tabby weaves of fairly Lood guality aqe very similar to finds {from

ot. ar medieval ecclesiustical wites in wngland. .

colfin coverings wlisaheth wrowfont and Julian W.5.Litlen

pemains of woullen Febrics, all wmedium rade tabby weaves, most

[

heavily fulled and dyed, Leur dark Llue (indigoting) and two dark red
(madderl,were preservec Ly Lhe decorative matal fiftings on nine
coffing from 108th-10th cantas, inrisls. Lhe practice ol covering
the outoer akell of & coffin with rich matarial dates from the late
16th to the 19th century. 'ne woollens here would be a cheaper

local substitute for the velvels of importaat burials.

Pibres: H.hi.appleyard. byesy reuelope wWalton.
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Appendix v Fibre ldentifications
Hoebpployarde Forele

(£00266) badly degraded wool; =libough brown, it is uncsrtain
whether thie is due tp dye or simply neiurel discolouratioa.
There is a lot of dabris attached to the Libras.

{796417) #ine to medium diamoter wool, some [ibres are uadyed
gnd others are dyed blue.

(156419) Badly degraded wool, browunish in colour; wovidence of
insact larvae damage.

(7196420) 4his is very similar to 2209, Lut the fibres are coarser,
darker and some &re medullated,

(820004) Wool fibres, all dark brown but very little pigmentation,
they appear to be evenly dyed; theres azre a lot of deposits and
soma bactarial degradation.

(&20005) Medium diameter wool, some fibres with continuous
medulla and some with fragwental medullstiony no pigmsat,
s8lightly yelliow, but probably undyed.

(697004) %ool, badly degraded; there is no pigment, and a suwall
amount of fragmental medullas.

(B22456) (a) and (b}, botb budly degraded, but (b) more so; blue
steins on some fibres; probably wool,

S1te 51/202 (822458) Very black end brittle, fitres very irregular in

67+3.46

U108,

dismeter, but have very protruding scaele margins as seen in
profile, the scale patierns are not visible becuuss of the colour
thers are both longitudinal and transverse cracks, Cartaknly
animel, most probably wool.

(622457) Short animal fibres, most with both roots and tips,

feirly regular in thickness, many fairly fine but sore coarser
fibresy frugments of skin, Most of the finer fibres are non-

medullated, but some with (ragmental medullsa, and some coarser
fibres wifh continuous medulla; 7?Pdog hairsy but not the range
of Bcale patterne axpeoted.

(818949) Noderny under polarised light this has all the
interfersnce colours of nylon, of the delustéered type.
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Appendix s lyos
Panslopa Walton

All dyes were extracted with solvents and tested with an ultra—violet/
visible spectrophotometer.

#ind no. ¢.1078. Lab.no. 00266 indigotin
¢ 1972 196417 indigotin
¢ 2209, 196419 miedcler
o 222b. 756420 Grave w7 medder
G 1480, t.20004 Grave G aegatine (< lmg)
G 1547. &2000% Grava KK nesitive
v 1482, 697004 urave L pogative (€ lmg)
C 2233. £22456 Grave XX (&) indigotin

(b) iudigotin

Nine Bamples were tested for the preseuce of dyesy out of which =ix
gava positive reasults, -two madder and four indigotine The remalaing
trree wers not necessarily undyed, but may have been coloured with
dyes which decay rapidly or are more sasily masked by soill stsins.

Two of thess samples were so small that only very well-preserved dyes
would have hean detected.

Indigotin and mudder sre both resulazrly enccuntered in iBnglish textiles
from at least the 10th century onwards. The Liue dyestuff indigotin
cau be extracted from either the wead or the indigo plunts, both of which
wers used in the 17th century, woad mainly from local sources and indigo
imported {rom East Indias and the West Judies; in later centuries woad
was aliost completely ousted by indigo (1. ludigotin outaumbered the
other dyestuffs in the post={ivil War wool textiles from Newcastle-upon-
Tyne {2) and the 1l7th century knitted caps from the Dutoh whaling
settlemont at Spitzbergen (unpublished work).

Mudder, the popular and cheap red dye of the Middle Ages, was aleo
found in the Hewcastle and Spitsherygeh textiles along with other reds
of more recent introduction. It is clear that, although by the 1T7th
- cantury there was competition from new red dyestuffs from the Americas,
medder from the continent continued to be used exteasively.

NoLes

1 J.H.Bettey'The oultivation of woad in the Salisbury ares during the
latel6th and 17th centuries' Gextile History 9, 1976, 112-117.
HeDavis, ‘English foreign trade, 1660-1700' 1in Minchinton (ed.)
The Growth of knglish Overneag ‘Yrades in the 17th and lHth centuriaes
1969, 90y Minohinton, introduction to I'he urowth of Knglish
Uversess Trade etce 21.

2 Peo¥iulton, forthcowing, 'The textiles' in B.Harbottle, 'rxcavation
of tha Civil War bastion at the Casntle, Newcastle-upon-iyne',
Arshaenlopia Aelinna




¥harran Perey.
Find nro. Lah.no. Phase Burial Esasurement Fibre
e 900 725000 pre IX 177 2.5 X 0.8, flax
1.6 X 1,1.7 X 1.2
C 928 725001 pre 1IX 182 1.0 X 0.5 fiax
C O¥1L T25002 pre IX 189 2.7 X 2.2, flax
265 X 1oy
1.5 X 0.8
€ 1078 800266  IV-¥IX, S5¢3 X 4.0 wool
Tlater
€ 1972 796417 X - XII LXKXIX 0.8.5 X 54 wool
(wood 1820%
C 1999 796418 X - XIX 20x22, 2-§X 20  yopl
Lozoli"cloT
C 2209 796415 III - XX by 9.0 X 14.0, wool
12.0 X 8.5
€ 2228 796,20 a i 4:3x 25,14 %1% wool
C 1480  8ronoy 8 6.5 X 1.9 wool
€ 1547 Boo00s X 25 X 45 wool
c.1800-1820
¢ 2033 BooL56 XX (a; L0 X 3.6 wool
1839 {d) 1.T X 1.5 wool
C 11;,82 697{)0}4 ) 2-} ) 4 1.1 wool
51/202 822,58 3.5 X 3.3 twool
67.3.&5 8221157 L-c.2.2 ?dog
C 1981 818949

L.1T7.0,width 7.5 nylon

Toxtile Catalogue

Spin Yeavs Count
8/2  tavby 18-24,/16-18
zfZ2  tebhy  12/9

(6 on Smm)
2/2  tabhy 20-22/18-22
3/  tabty B8~9/9-10
Z/8  tadhy 14-15/22
zf8  tsbby 14-15/20-22
Z,Sply
z2/8  tabby  20/12
S/8  tabhy 16/10-11
8/s tabby 7-8/7-8
%/S  tsbhy 10-12/12
z/S  tadly 12-14/12
S/5  tabhy 10-11/12
3/8  tabhy 9-10/10-11
%/Z half-basket 5/Lpre
ungpun - -

z knitted
(machine)

Colour
undyed

nndyed

undyed

brown
(tndigotin)

dark blus
{indigotin)

dark blus

dark brown
(madder)

dar¥k brown
(madder)

brown
(negative)

brown
(negative)

blue
brown

(negative)
black

vhite
whi te

Fini;higg Cozpants

fulled

fulled

fulled

fulled

fulled

fulled

fulled
fulled

{both indigotin)
light brown

12 small fragments,
close even gpin and
weave

rather open weave

nnmerous scrapsglarg
plecea in folds,
spin irregulsar

betwsen iron & wood,
lergely roplaced
fibres

batween metal & wood
overlap whers eloth

joined
Touwd jmd_d) 3 daetachadf
as sboves parsllel

threads, ?fringe

near-black, 7burnt
warks of fiiting

fragments adhering

o imc 0 studs | afainst wood

?WQI? tight =mpin,
Twelft loome .

stained green from
studs

frem wood
nndar stud

looge spun Ahreads

@carbonised, attacked
iren

plucked fibres

child's glove,
modarn



