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DLACK-BURNISHED POTTERY PRON IXlRCHESTER 

D.F. Williams, Ph.D., F.~.A. 

(DOE Ceramic Petrology Project) 

Department of Archaeology, University of 3011thampton 

Sample sherds from four black-burnished ware category 1 (BBl) 

vessels \yere submitted for heavy mineral separation and study 

under the petrological microscope. Details of the four vessels 

are as follows: 

1. 165 (context 407). Flanged bowl, undecorated. 

2. 159 (context 450). Cooking-pot with a herringbone pattern round 

the unburnished Girth of the vessel (for similar scheLles of 

decoration on 3.31 cooking-pots seeililliaL.s, 1977, 193). 

3. 154 (context 713). Cooking-pot with obtuse-angled deccration 

round the unburnished ,.~irth of the vessel. 

4. 142 (context GOa). ~traight-sided dish with unburnished bands 

running round the outside surface 01' the vessel. '"'his form of 

decoration lias not previously been seen by the writer on bol 

vessels of this form from tlJe ,Iareham-Poole harbour production 

area. 

A heavy mineral separation on all four samples prodt<ced assemblages 

wi th a hi gh tenor of tourmaline for she rds 1, 2 and 3. .l tourmaline

rich assemblage 11:lS been shown to be characteristic of .5.31 !'lade 

in the ',Iarehara-Poole ;-:arbour area of JJorse t (;;illi",;,s, 1977, 

',}roup 1), and a siLlilar oricin is suggested for these three vessels. 

~he suite of heavy ;~inerals obtained from sm;ple 4 was quite 



different to that of the other three sherds. In this case the 

non-opaque residue was dominated by 6rains of zircon, together 

with lesser amounts of kyanite, tourr.laline and rutile. J. different 

source is clearly indicated but as these minerals are all fairly 

common it is difficult to sug,:est a likely area of origin. A local 

origin is possible but equally well a sourc1'l further afield cannot 

be ruled out. 
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