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BLACK-BURNISHED POTTERY IFROM DORCHESTER

D.FP. Williams, Ph.D., F.5.A.
(DOE Ceramic Petrology Project)

Department of dArchaeology, University of Southampton

Sample sherds from four black-burnished ware category 1 (BB1)
vessels were submitted for heavy wmineral separation and study
under the petrological microscope. DUDetails of the Ifour vessels
are as follows:

1. 165 (context 407). Flanged bowl, undecorated.

2. 159 (context 450). Cooking-pot with a herringbone pattern round
the unburnished girth of the vessel (for similar schemes of
decoration on 331 cooking-pots see Williaws, 1977, 193).

3. 154 (context 713). Cooking-pot with obtuse-angied deccraticn
round the unburnished _irth of the vessel.

4, 142 (context 008). oStraight-sided dish with unburnisned bands
running round tne outside surface of the vessel. This form of
decoration has not previously been seen by the writer on Lol
vessels of this form from the Jareham-Foole Hiarbour production

area.

A heavy mineral separation on all four samples produced aésemblages
with a high tenor of tourmaline for sherds 1, 2 and 3. A tourmaline-
rich assemblage Linis been shown to be characteristic of 3381 made

in the Wareham-Poole Zarbour area of wvorset (willians, 1977,

droup 1), and a sinilar origin is suggested for these three vessels.

"he sulite of heavy minerals obtained from sample 4 was gulte



different to that of the otner three sherds. In this case the
non-opague residue was dominated by grains of zircon, together
with lesser amounts of kyanite, tourmaline and rutile. A different
source is clearly indicated but as these minerals are zll fairly
common it is difficult to sugrest a likely area of origin. 4 local

origin is possible but equally well a source further afield cannot

be ruled out.
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