
A lJUEIBD SOIL A'l' COLU'l!YlJ, P<MYS 

by Helen C H Keeley 

The Iron Age and Homano-·l!r)tisb cettl elllellt. at Col'! fryu (HUll SJ 220172), 

consistjng· of an enc1onure and it;:; assoel~d.ed fie1rls and entrance track, occulJies 

u \olest-facl.nl; hillslope at about 100 uwtn"' OD, overlooking the valley of the 

Vyrnwy. Due to the threat of plou;_;h damage, excavations began under the 

direction of William Britnell ( Cll;yd --POI<JY6 Archaeological 'l'rust) in 1980 an<l 

continued intermittently into 1902. Inlerim reports may be four1d in the Cl\ofYd

Powys Archaeological Trust's "Heview of Projects" of October 1981 (pages 6-9) 

and November 1982 (pages 2-7). 'l'he site was visited by the author in l1a.y 1982, 

when a soil buried beneath a bank was examined; a plan of the site is shown in 

figure 1. 

A soil survey of the area has recently been published (Thompson 1982); soils are 

developed in drift deposits from Lower Palaeozoic rocks which are mainly marine 

sediments ~lith some igneous intrusions. Around the archaeological site cambic 

stagnogley soils of the Cegin series (moderately stony subsoil phase) 

predominate, ;li t.h typical br·o~m earths of the Denbigh series in better drained 

areas upslope. 

A buried soil belo'" the rem<cdns of a bunk was examined and sampled; a sketch 

rl.iagram of the profile is shown in Fi~o\ure 2. 
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l!.:o..t·thwor• ,c~ottvity tln·o~1ghot1t t.Jn~· vcof.ilf; H<J.S noted. Samples were analy0ed for 

par·Licle t:l~t:: di_~.b·il)lJt.lml qJJd uJ·:~··-ddc i!!Lt.ttur content (J5loss on ignition) .:.tnd 

Sample l~o ~ri.zon Sattd Silt Loss on ()5) (%) Clay (%) 
ignition (%) 

I &nl< IBH.tHrja} 27. ')2 40.00 32.08 7.07 

II •) 
lrAio!j 2"1. 35 37.14 35.51 ).73 

Ill Uppec IJg 29.39 35· 10 )5.51 4.17 

IV Lower Bg 31. 8~ )4.69 33.47 ).73 
v BCt-~ 46.40 32.00 21.60 2.46 

IJOl:iS on igni. tion with cleptlo .is sbown in ~'igure 3. 

Woe bank mater.ia1 Has yelloHish broHn (10YU5/6) firm clay loam with angular 

u1 ocky structure containing occasional strong broHU (7, 5 YU5/8) mottles. It 

"'"' moderately stony (30%) and contained charcoal fragments and many roots. 

'l'loe top of the buried soil Has relatively stone-free and appeared to be 

considerably compacted., corwisUng of broHnish yellow (10YU6/6) very firm clay 

Hi til an~ular blocky structure cont<J.ining common strong broHU (7.5 YU5/8) mottles 

and co11nnon med iwu to fine fi brouB roots. % loss on ignition was much 1 ower than 

in t.he bank material, ougcesting that the upper part of the topsoil had be.en 

retnnved. 

'J'Ile lJg horizon w1s firm, yello;li Bh hrmm clay ( 10YU5/6) in the v.pper part and 

brnHniflh yello1< clay 1 oam ( 1 OY!l6/6) bel 01·1, containing very abtmdant strong broHn 

(7.'i YH')/n) mottles and Hith anL;u1ar blocky structure. Stones were few (596) and 

r·ootn comwon, fine fibrous. 

'i'hR BC[; horizon ha<l a 1ayr •. r of ,;tones at the top and was greyish broHU (10 YU5/2) 

firm clay 1 oam Hi th angular blocky structure, containing yelloHish broHU ( 10YR5/6) 

wottles and fevr stones ( lfY}6) a.nd r·oots. 
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5* '11ho!JI1JU">n, 'l' H F! ("19!-3?). Suiln in PoyryH li: Sheet SJ 21 (Ardd1een). Soil 

Survey Hecord No 7~), .i.L L,... pend en. 


