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Some Grucible Frasmente from Uivencester

Justine Bayley
Ancient Momments Iab.

FPive fragments vere exanined and the deposite on them anslysed qualitatively
by x-ray fluorescence. HNos. 1 and 2 had bsen used to melt copper alloys,
Nos. 3 and & had been used in gold working and No. 5 had no trace of metal
devectable. |
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A rim sherd with an intermal dimmeter of about 4 on. Inside was a massive
deposit of covroding metal, a leaded gunmetal (Cu + dn + Zu + Fb),
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& rim sherd with an internal diameter of about 2% cms. The inner surface
was covered by a contimious vitrecus layer in which wers tyapped metal droplets.
Aralysis suggests the nelal being melted was brass (Cu + Zn) though small
smounts of tin end lead were ale. . tecbed,
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A rin sherd with an internal diameter of 23+3 cms.  Both surfaces showed
slight vitrification and in the lnner glassy layer were brapped & few tiny
droplets of gold suggesting that this was the metsd being melied here.
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A smell rinm sherd, probably from & flattish, disceshaped crucible. The
thick (| mn) vitreous layer was black in colour and contained many droplets
of gold. 1%t lay on the upper/inner surface of the cruecible. These disc-
shaped crucitles are beling recognised with increasing freguency on both Roman
and early medisaval sites. In all cases they seem connected with the working
of precious metals (gold or silver) though their exact funetlon 1s not yed
cleay. ‘
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Rim shexd of about 3 cme lnternal diameter. This vas prehably made as

g crucible but shows no 8ign of having hsen used as such,

The metal meliing crucibles are all of the same form, 2 pot with moximum
dianmeter a 1little greater than that of the rig’whieh is headed. Hy comparison
with more complate examples from other sites I would expect them to have had
an in eipient pedestal tese. The fabrics ave fine sandy wavres, sufficlently
relfractory for thelr purpose.




