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Catalogue of textile r'emains from \'iest Heslerton cemetery 

(1977 and 1975 excavations) 

All of these remains have been re[llaced by the corrosion 
products of the metal artif'acts with which they were found: 
it is therefore not possible to identify the fibre. In the 
catalogue, the "ollowing information is recorded for each 
system (i.e. warp and weft): thread-counts are given as a 
number per centimetre; direction of spin of the yarn is 
indicated by S, Z or I; the amount of twist is given in 
degrees, and an approximate yarn diameter in millimetres. 

WH 77 Grave 2 
AA small bronze annular brooch with iron pin. 
On top edge of pin, 1.5 x 0.7cms of textile replacement 
with another piece the same, 1.0 x 0.4cms, loose in the box. 
tabby 
lS-20/Z/40o /0.5mm 
16/Z/700 /0.4mm 
Other objects in grave: iron knife and wood with bronze binding. 

WH 77 Grave :3 
Corroded iron buckle 
On one side of buckle (possibly the front), 2.5 x 1.2cms of 
textile remains, lapping round outer edges. 
2/2 twill 
llt/zhoo /0.4-0.6 
l2/Z/600 /0.6 
No other objects in grave 

WH 77 Grave 4 
AT iron knife 
In corrosion in box with knife, 1.5 x O.Scms 
tabby 
20/Z/60' /0.3 
l6/Z/50-60·/0.4 
No other objects in grave 

WH 78 Grave 10 
BK Bronze annular brooch with bronze pin 
Textile remains from brooch, O.S x O.4cms, apparently separated 
from brooch during conservation. 
Badly dhcayed ZZ fabric, possibly tabby 

BJ bronze wrist clasp 
Textile remains, covering an area 3.5 x 2.5cms, now detached 
from clasp. 
Most of the remains are very decayed, but in some places there 
are visible some fine 2-ply yarns, approximately O.:3mm diameter, 
S-twisted from Z-spuns; in one case two of these yarns have 
been cabled (Z) together. It is possible that this is the 
remains of tablet weaving. . 

Other objects in grave: two other bronze brooches, one a pair 
to BK, an amber necklace, another wrist clasp the same as BJ. 
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WH 78 Grave 11 
BZ bronze annular brooch 
On back of brooch in iron corrosion at hinge end of pin (which 
is no longer present), 1.0 x 0.5cms of textile remains. 
Weave mot clear 
?/Z/70'l0.8 
?/S/70'lO.7 
Similar threads on front of brooch 

Other objects in grave: another annular brooch, pair to BZ, 
and a neeklace of amber and bronze beads. 

WH 78 Grave 12 
cr bronze annular brooch with iron pin 
On front of pin, two threads, one Z/60 /0.5mm, the other, at 
right angles, S!60"/0.5mm. 

CE bronze annular brooch with iron pin, now separate. 
On one side of pin 1.5 x 0.8cms of textile remains, consisting 
of two groups of parallel S-twist cords. One group of nine 
are at an angle to the other group of three or four. These may 
be the remains of a tablet-woven braid wrapped round the pin, 
but no weft is visible. Each cord appears to be 2-ply, 0.8mm, 
S-twisted at 60· from Z-spuns. 

Other objects in grave:iron pin, iron buckle, iron ring, small 
bronze rings and a bronze ?purse mount with leather • 

WH 78 Grave 14 
CS iron buckle with bronze stud 
On what appears to be the back of the buckle 1.5 x 1.5cms of 
text i Ie remains 
twill 2/2 
20/Z/70o /0.7mm 
14/z/50"/0.8 
Also ?leather between stud and buckle 

CO bronze wrist clasp 
Amongst the organic debris separated from the wrist clasp during 
conservation are some 2-ply S-twist cords 0.5mm diameter, plied 
from Z-spuns. 
Other objects in grave: another matching wrist clasp, two 
annular brooches. Also, labelled ?14, an iron buckle with 
bronze belt plate with leather in it, an iron knife and an 
iron ?key-ring. 

WH 78 Grave 16 
DP bronze annular brooch with iron pin 
On back of brooch at hinge end of pin, 1.0 x 0.5cms of textile 
remains. 
2/2 twill 
10/Z/50· /0.8 
1O/Z/50' /0.6 
Also, on pin, 1.8 x 1.8cms of a different 2/2 twill 
20/Z/60"/0.3 
18/Z/60o /0.) 
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ON bronze a nn ular brooc h 

Now detached from brooc h , but origi nal l y from its upper s urfa ce, 

a fo ld of t extile me asur ing 0.8 x 0.6crns. 

2/2 tw i l l 

20/Z/ 60-/0.3 

18/Z/60- /0.3 


DO wrist clasp 

Se pa rated from c las p during cons erva t ion , but or i ginally on 

t he bac k of t he 'ma l e ' wrist clas p, 4 .0 x 2 . 0cms of t ext ile 

r ema ins and ot her organ ic matter. 

Tab l et weavi ng , the t a b lets being probably 4-hole, th re a d ed 

a l ternate l y front a nd bac k . 

13 cords and approx imate ly 12 wefts pe r square c ent i me t r e , 

yarn 2-p l y, 0 .5mm d iamet er, S-twist ed a t 60· fro m Z-spun s . 


?DM wris t cla sp 

Unlabe lled, b ut probably or iginally from wr i st clas p DM , 3 .5 

x 0 .9cms of t ext ile remains. 

A broc ad ed tabl e t wove n braid, 3cms wide, ove r l ies a f i ne 

t wi l l similar t o t hat f ound on the annular brooches . The twi ll 

i s sta i ned with green corros ion prod uc ts on t he s i d e away f rom 

t he b r a i d a nd pres umably this wa s the side whic h was adher i ng 

t o the wrist clasp. 0 .6c ms of the will jut s out from one ed ge 

of the bra i d and one crossways edge of the braid it se l f is 

fo lded t owa rds th e t wi ll. 

Twil l - 2/ 2 

18 / Z/600 /0.3 

l8/Z/600 /0.3 

The braid cons ists ~ f narr ow bands of tablet woven cords at 

the oute r ed ge s with a brocaded a r ea, l.3cms wid e in the midd le.
, .
Th corded bands are wo ven wlth tablets, pr oba b ly 4-hole, threaded 
alte r na tel y fr ont a nd back. There are approx imately six cor d s 
at either s i d e , b ut t he exa ct number is not clear. Th e brocad ing 
has been worked over what may be patte r ned tablet weaving, but 
the re is not a large e nough a rea to ident ify the moti f in e it he r. 
War p: 13 tab lets per cm/2 -ply, S-twisted f rom Z' s 
We f t :12 pe r cm/ 2-p l y, S-twisted from Z' s 
Brocading weft:12 per cm/l (no twist). 

Other finds f rom Gr a ve 16: ir on ring, bron ze buckle, iron kn i f e. 

WH78 Gra ve 20 
EH ne ckla ce of b r on ze objects 
On the back of one of the bronze obj ec t s, a broken wr is t clasp 
with t wo holes t owards one ed ge , are the remai ns o f three cord s 
r un ning bet wee n t h e two hole s .Ea ch cord is 2-ply, 0. 5mm, S-twi s ted 
fr om?Z's. 
Al so in grave an a mbe r a nd g Las s nec kla ce . 

WH 78 Grave 22 
EE sma ll b r onze buc kle 
Lea ther betwee n b ronze belt-plates. 
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WH 78 Grave ~4 
EL bronze annular brooch with iron pin 
In iron corrosion, presumably originally with brooch pin, 
a fold, 1.5 x 1.5ems of textile remains. 
2/2 twill 
11/Z/ 50' /0 . 5 
10/Z/50·/0.8 
No other finds in grave 

WH 78 Grave 25 
On lower jaw, 1.0 x 1.0cms of textile remains with impression 
of an annular brooch. 
tabby 
10/Z/6010.7 
10/Z/60/,0.8 

WH78 Grave 43 
FS bronze annular brooch, with iron pin, now separate. 
In corr'osion with pin, some fine Z-spun threads, 80·, 0.3mm 

FT bronze annular brooch 
In amongst organic debris found in association with brooch, 
0.8 x 0.8ems of textile remains. 
tabby 
13/Z/60"/0.7 
13/Z/60· /0.7 

FO gilded wrist clasp 
Two fragments of textile remains, apparently separated from the 
wrist clasp during conservation:-
0.4 x 0.7cms 
tabby 
20/Z/60·/0.3-0.4mm 
16/Z/60"/0.1-0.5mm 

1.6 x 0.5cms 
4-hole tablet weaving threaded alternately front and back. 
warp: 9 cords per cm/Z/80·/0.~mm 
weft: 10 per cm/2-ply, 0.4mm, 3-twisted from Z's. 
Other objects in grave: a matching pair of wrist clasps, 
beads, iron knife, bronze pin. 

WH 78 surface find from sand pit 
Bronze annular brooch 
Over the outside edge of brooch, 1.0 x O.Bcms and 1.0 x 0.3cms 
of textile remains. 
Weave not clear 
?/Z/55' /0.2 
?/Z/55,,/0.2 
Not entirely mineralised and fibre identifiable as vegetable 
bast. Other similar Z-spun threads at brooch. 
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Penelope Walton 
6 July 1983 


