
l'l~THOJ,.OGJ CAI, Alfi\J,y:n S OP HOI•IAN J\J':l'JJOllAE ]'HOfl 

HA YLIHG J Sl,J\JW 

]),]<', Williams, Ph.D,, F.S.A. 

(:vcm Ceramic Petrology Pro j eot) 

Department of Archaeology, University of Southawpton 

1'hree samples of Homan anphorae were submitted for fabric analys:i s 

in thin section under the petrological microscope. The results 

are as follows: 

1) 24863 

i:iw•tple from a JJressel 1 t>.undle in a uot't, rvugh fabric, light reci 

in colour (between Burwell 2.5YH 6/8 and 5YH 7/8), Thin sectionir,r; 

reveals green and colourlesu augite, quartz, fclspar, mica and 

volcani.c rock, with some accessory garnet. 1'he mineralogy of tl>:i.s 

sample compares well with the fabri.c of Jtal:lan Dressel 1 and 2-·IJ 

wine anphorae, wi. th an or:igin in Soutllern J,atiurn, Camr":n.i.c'. and 

Etruria (Peacock, 1971, Fabric 1; 1978). 

2) 24876 

J;'airly soft, rough JrLicacoous fabric, buff :in colour (7 .5YH 7/4). 

Thin soctionin,e; shows frequent flocks of mica, mostly nmscovite 

but with so1ne biotite, together with grains of quartz, a little 

felspar and quartzite. It is difficult to predict a likely 

origin. 

flodyshcrd from a .Drer;sel 1 or 2-4 au;·,]JOra. Jeairly eoft 1 rough 
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sandy fabdc, light reddish--buff jn col0nr (between 5YR 7/6 and 

7.5YR 7/6). In thin section this shcrd displays a similar range 

of inclusions to sample 1 (24863), though :in this case the frequency 

of the inclusi.ons is greater, An Italian origin is again indicated 

(see above), 
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