
• • 

ANCIENT MONUMENTS LABORATORY 


REPORT 


SERIES/No CONTRACTOR 


AUTHOR Al ison Locker August 1983 


TITLE vhackerley; the an ~mal bones 

• 




by 1\li~on LocKer. 

A s ma) quant l t y of ilnimal bones (337) w~s recover~d by h~nd and 
IOd c h i ne during th e p. x cdvation. The fol lowing speci e s wl? r c 
i dent i fie d ~ ax (~2f sp., including ox-sized fragments 3 7.4%), 
o v i c a pri d (QY1~ sp./~~QC~ sp., in c luding sheep-sized fragments 
17. 8% )~ pig (§!d ~ sp.), knse q~;!d~!d2 sp.), ,.-oe deer (~~er.:::~21!:!~ 

f!er.:::~2 1!:! i ), red deer (~~[Y!:!§ £l~~b~§I, f~l low deer (Q~m~ ~im! I, 
dog (~~ni§ sp.), domestic fall} I (g!lll:!E sp.), g0052 (t)!'l§:£C sp.), 
~nd domestic ducK / mal lard (8Qs§ sp.). 

The bonus identified a,.-·E itemised in the table. 

Al I the bon e was recorded and measured using the method of Jones 
et al (19 78) . The bone hCls been treated as a single group since 
comparison o f those from contexts of different periods did not 
,.-. e v e a I any s i g n i f i can t d iff e ,~. e n c e.s • T rl is m a y i rl par t bedu €! t 0 

the smi:lIl size of the sample. Contexts 301 and 304 (a ,.-·efuse 
dump), produced 291:· of the bone includi n g the birds and a few 
ver tebr ae of ee I (8Q9.~.LL1~ sQg~illg ) and herr i ng (~1!:!12.~! 
b![~Qgl:!§)' The latter two species were found in a column sample 
through the refuse dump and so were not included in the t~ble. 

AI I the mamma I bunes showed evidence of butcher·y except for' dog 
and hat-·se, and evidently repr ' esent food dl:!b,.-·is. Sheep \I}as 
positively identified in t h e ovicaprids ~y a single horn core. Ox 
and pig bones incl u de a hlgrl prope,.-·tio,.... of Inandib 'le fragments, 
,.-·epr·esen t i ng pr i mar' y bu t chet y dEbr is, howeve,.-· none 0 f the dee,.­
bon e s we ,.-. e f ,.-. 0 m the he a day" e a e :>: c 2 p t for ' f <l I low dee r whie h V) a s 
SOlely represented by two i80se teeth. 

A large number o f pig bon2S were from immature anima15~ 30% of 
them showing some s i gn at immatur·ity. All the matu,.-·e pig bones 
lay IlJithin the si ze o f daml:!s tic pigs as stated by Cla:::iOl'I (1967), 
and there was n o evidence from tne site for the hunting of wild 
boar. 

Measurements on twa hor s e bo n e s (r~Jius and metacarpal) from two 
different contexts g ave s im ilar withers heights of 148cm and 
146 c m (K i e.5 w a I t e ,.-. 1 9 7 4 ). A I I 0 \1/ 1 n g .p 0,.-· s I i 9 h t d i 5 C,.-· 2 pan c i e sin the 
method trle se t\I}O ani mals we r'e the size of a large pony/smal I 
ho,.-·s€ • 

It 15 q ui te unusual to fin d find al I three species of native 
Brltish dee,.- in su ch a s mall collection of animol bones. Many of 
the bon e s sho\l)cd .5i gns of butchery and impl y that hu.nting \\1<:15 

i mp o r· tant in the e c o nomy of this site. Both dogs and hor's e s would 
h a ve bl:!l:!n use d in thI S pursuit. Up until thE thirteenth cen tu ry 
hunting wo u l d have t a\( e n place in the Royal for 'est of Brewood, 
but this was then d i s aff o rested. However the Eastern part of 
Shropshire was 'cover ed with an almost unbroKen forest and the 
riv er' s ran through ex t e n s i ve tracts of ma,.-·shy yr'ound', an ldeal 
ha b itat f or dee,.-· un t i l th e g"-' eater part of the forest was cut in 
t h e fourte e nth and fif~een t h centuries, (Whitehead 1964), The 
ma r g in a l areas of t h e fot"t:~st would also have p,.-·ovided ideal 
pa n na g e f or pigs. 

The h e rring vertebrae are probably the remains of sa I tEd or' 
p i cKled f i s h that wou ld have been stored in bar rels. Ee )s CQUld 
havl:! bEen caught I Dca 111' in st,.-·eam.!:ii, or may have been part of a 



I ive f ish store in pon ds. 

Sin ;:e th is sample only represents il very small proportion of the 
bone that would have b ee r) recover -ed had the whole site been 
e ::(cav~ted it i.!; not possib I e to suggest the r't: I at i va 1ll1por -tance 
of d ifferent s pec ies to the economy. 
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TABLE () 


2 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 TOTAL 

SKULL 1 2 
JAW 7 9 1 17 
SCAPULA 2 2 b 10 
HtN.RUS 1 6 2 1 '1 

"- 12 
RADIUS 2 2 2 2 1 1 12 
UlJIIA 1 2 4 
~TACI!RP. 2 3 b 
1ST PHAL. 2 2 
OS COXIl 2 1 1 3 7 
FEI'1I..m 2 2 ~ 1 10 .,TIBIA 3 oJ 1 ...'J 1 2 I '" i: 21 
FIBULA 4 4 
CALCANEJJI1 3 3 
ASTRAGAL. ~ 3 
METATAR. 1 1 2 1 " 
ItAXILLA 3 3 
fD<H CORE 1 1 
RIB - 20 19 40 
VERTEBR~ 4 6 2 -4 2 20 
TOOTH FR. 4 2 6 
FRAGI'IENT - 14 63 77 
L ~E FR - 37 20 58 
SXULL FR 1 2 
--_._------_ .._------------------------------- - -- -- - -- ---- - ------ -------.--------------------~~------------- ------ -

.1 (,TOTAL 30 b 46 15 ' \ 2 96 53 3 64 2 1 1 4 2 337 

~ 8.9 1.8 13.6 4.4 1.2 0.6 1.8 28,5 15.7 0.9 19.0 0.6 0.3 0.3 1.2 0.6 

KEY: 1; OX 9 = SHEEP-SIZED FRAGIIDIT 
2 = OIJlCAPRID 10 = DOG 
4 :; HJRSE 11 = UNIDENTIFIABLE FRAGI'IENT 
5 = RED DEm 12 : DOI'IESTIC FWL 
6 !; FALLOW DEER 13 :: GOOSE 
7 = ROE DEFR 14 : DOI'1ESTI CDOCx/I'IALLARD 
8 =OX-SIZED FRAGMENT 15 :: EEL 

16 :: HERRING 
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