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qualitatively by x-ray flU(H'f.Gc811ce (XRF). 

T,-'O'..l.l' of thv tleven sherds \>J·,.re of the cawe wid-g-ruy fab f'lc \'Ii tt alJ1lndallt cF1urt:l tell_per 

( 1\ 223, 224, 3G', and 424). '1'\1/0 of these were base Ui:81'du and two body sberds flOW 

v8f.Jself3 v.:.' ~ilJ,ilar size and shuVe (see Fig 1). Tbe- XRP results SLlggest. that the 

,u',.'l.l welL"";,l iii 6 223, 22,~ and 361 was gold G0nlhilllnt~' some stIver aud a 11lirwr 

~ .. h)lI.Lt c: c:"ljper. A metal drop10t frU!l\ tho sLlrf~l(;d of 622<1 \·IE:..S analysed quantitativel: 

':Ii'~: tt'.~':"Ct::l3 of other elements. f:Phe XRb' r0sults sutjgest the gold ill the other 

'::r.';ciblefl t/Jlltaincd relatively less ~3ilver. Unljk~: th<: other tLl'ce sheX'dn, 6. 42,~ 

',-id I,f) ;'>_'.,1.:1 droplets trapped in i Ls vi trifled 8urf:lce -j hough it tlas probably part of 

':;, ,~(;d ".i,l..ltillg <...a~w;ible. The l'8..theL' different XR.b' resc.lts (see Il'able, below) can 

:;, . __ :~ :'J,~_nl:d aD tL) Gol.d and most of the silvL'r is preEcnt in tbe metal droplets 

{~ 1,1-:[; uthc:r ele_:llents detected are ~!lainly ill. the vitri.fied st.:.rface of the crucible. 

, __ ..:. -" _ tLe inner surface of the crucible has been mere strongly' heated than th.::; 

',JT:e; it. is ll~ore heavily vi trif Lcd and the cL-J,Y- fabric is vesicular to a depth 

I:' :~ 've:,[.:),: I:Jill i_metres. This suggests this crllcible \.,as heated, in part at least, 

.""bo\,, Clost [)robably with a blow-pipe. 

':11'1<.; oLL, J t.HO c1'ueible sllerds (6 Lj26 and 42?) are of different t less refractory 

:.·J.bri cs. 1.\ ,12'/ is sandy and purplish L"I'8y in colmr 8m8pt for the outermost 

s,.lcf'~y;o \Ibid: Ls red-brown (oxldised) fired where 't.. is not vitrified. It is part 

no' fur Ji:iL:~'(:raM thicker walled vessel than the '(;clt (S·::e J?ig 2), having all 

t f ' t t \' rrlhe ",,','laze" Wi}l> , ;i'. cc vel'S the inside and rip-! if'i ,"..-t./'rf:ld d.LHllt~ ,uT O. '-1. )0,.; I Lfcms.. .1 ' 
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lLad--rich and [,-,t:Lll:ly olive t.rL:i)ll in cololll' ,-]1)6 i L lraC88 ,,1' iron, I[,ost l.Jrcuably comj.!l8' 

of tell have a dark colo'lJ.'(~d f,leta} d.l'()plet at t.heil' centrE: wLich is prolJably silver 

O'L' a silver-riel! alloy, but C .'I:ld also be lead. 'Ilhe function of tlds vessel is 

problematical but it !!lay have heen used in refining 01' purifying silver-rich ILetal 

us is dorle in cupella tion. 

'rho final sherd (/:::, 426) is dark grey, has little mineral temper and is deeply 

vitrified and vesicular. The "gla",," on its surfa,Je is lead-rich; the other elements 

detected were oLly very miner cOllJponents. No definite use can be suggested but it was 

,,,'ohahly part of a small i:;h vessel and hed a pinched out pouring lip. 

Une ,liere piece (6423) is a ri:n nherd flOll a pot with much vegetable tel<lper in the 

:.~.laJ. It ms beer:.. accidentiJ,lly overbeat€d, producing a vesicular vitrified area on 

th~,; -.)u~e1: ::ilH·face but there is no evidence to SUbtrest it was used to contain mol ten 

!lletals. 

'r3,b1.8: JIlt" analytical rest,} ts 

Sh8 nl No Bl(: ncnts deteet"d 

223 Au, Ag, ell, Zn 

?24 A€,; , Au, Cu, Zn, Ph 

7':' 
)'- , AU, AC;, Cu, Zn 

42/1 Cu, z'n, A~, 'IPb 

4:?L Pb, Cu, ?Srl, ?1Ig 

,~ 2'1 Ph, Cu, Ag, Sb, '?Sn 

illl 1) The analys(", aI'" a sum of the met <1 droplets and the vitrified crucible 
flurfacR. 
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2) The elehH.mtu arf~ ar:cunt:>;ed in order of decy"us Lng s.i.6~'lal strength v/hich is not 

ciirec tly l'cla ted t.o cowposi tion as BOt.le elt!mblts flt.lO:ceuce rno.t'0 strongly than 

others. 

'Phis group of later iloman urueibles COllle lf~inly froll, the fill of ODe long thin feature. 

'l'hey were prohably all used in work inc precious metals. 

ffhe green glassy "slagsl! (AM 793652) co;ue from '?medieval levels on the same 8i te. 

They contain considerable quantities of lead, at loa,ot 80,,,e of "hieh is plesent as 

discrete J!.etallic droplets. The glass contains many s8rni-ro'mded quartz grains; 

t ts cc,lour is due to the presence of small amounts of iron. Very similar glassy ltunps 

!'u.ve heec found in buildlng destrl1ution levels at EI tbam Palace, near London. Thcl'C 

thL~' were ir:terpreted as the remains of leaded windows which had been aocidentally 

bUL"neo, ffit: 1 ting the glaBs and lead cames together. 


