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The identification of bona emall finds from Blackfriars, Carlisle.
D. J. ARackham.

The following small finds were studied and where possible
identified as to tha bone, and species fram which deri{ved, used
in its manufacture. Where this was not possible a cruder non-
specific identification was made, such as long bone shaft, large
animal or even just bone. This latter category, bone, is used
to distinguish NoNn.antler bone from antler, such that bones
that could not be identified st all are cataloged as bone or
antler.

Site Code CAR 77 BLA

Context and Small Daescription Idantification
Find Code
A+ B1 Pierced disc. Bone,
B2 Db ject? Burnt. May have been an artefact,

since split with two
polished faces. Bone.

Ad41 B3 Ob ject? Scoop or Long bone shaft fram an
point. oxt -sized animal.
A29 B4 ' Possible artefact. Long bone shaft fragment

From an oxt -sized animal.
No good evidence that the
aob ject was utilised.

A94 BS Half a counter. Bone or antler.

A253 B6 Baone fragment Made from the cortex of a
decorated with dot red deer antler beam.
& circle pattern. '

A404 B8 Counter, Bone or antler.

Ad446 B9 Counter. Long bone shaft of an
ox-sized animal.

A+ B11 Last part of needle Probably split long bone
shaft.



Site Code CARA

Context and Small
Find Code :

.

Atd42 B2

A28 A43
Site Code  CAR 78
B+ B1

B+ 8

B+ B3

B160 B4

8210 BS
B210 B&
842 g7
Beb4 B9
8432 810

B433 B11

B60O8 B12
B615 B13
B574 B14

08 B24

0101 B2S

77 BLA

'Dascription
Ob jectT
Part of dis.

BLA

Counter,

Counter.

Pin head.

Gaming Counter,

Neadle,

Awl,

Pin.

Gaming Counter,
Counter.

Yertebra.

Die,

Part of neeaedle?
Part of needle?
Counter,

Fragment with
carved spirals.

Burnt .

Idertification

Bone fragment - no
esvidence of working or
utilisation.

Bons—icalcined by fire.

L.ong bane shaft, ox~
sized animal.

Bone or antler.

Probably made from a
eplit long bone shaft.

Bone or antler,

Loeng bone shaft of ox-
sized animal.

L.ong bone shaft of ox-
sized animal.

Probably split long bone
shaft.

Long bone shaft of ox-
sized animal.

lLang bone shaft of ox-
sized animal.

Vertebra with Foranrmia
possibly artiFically
enlarged, but no evidence
For use or function.

Madeae from a longbore shaft
of an ox-sized animal.

Bone or antler, but more
likely to be bae.

Bone or antler, but morsa
likby to be bone,

Longbone shaft,
Long bone shaft of a sheep-

sized animal, celcined by
burning.
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Site Codse CAR 77 BLA

Context and Small Description Identification
Find Code
045 B26 Countar . Antler cortex
D336 827 Counter Antler cortex
0336 B28 Couyntear l.ong bane shaft,
oxXesized animal.
0+ 829 : Counter Bone or antler
0485 B30 " Counter Long bone shaft,
£, ox-sized snimal.

Discussion

Although identiFication of many of the bones used in‘tha
manufacturs oFrthssa objects has nhot been possibls,
nevertheless it can be shown by reference to those bones
most likely to have been used, the method and which part of

the bones is ysed.

'
3

The most common objects in this collection are counters,
needles and pins. Counters are generally manufactured fFrom
the shafts of long bones, particularly metacarpals,
metatarsals and radii, presumably of ox, although horse
and deer bones may have been used and for the smaller
countars sheep and goat bones. Fig., 1 illustrates the
way in which these parts of the bone can be used., In
this collection one counter, and possibly a second, has
been made from the dense cortex aof antler. These have
been made or turned from a plats of antler worked from
the beam of a red desr antler, probably in the manner
illustrated in Fig. 2.

Ail the needles and pins in this collection have been
made from the long bonas of various sized animals.

Again the metacarpals sand metatarsals of ox are the most

Vikely slemente cmcaves they poszess lonr o ows.ght shafis,

R
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Discussion {cont?)

but cther bones of the sksleton can be used and the smaller
specinens may be manufactured from the bones of sheep or
goats., The shaft of the metacarpals and metatersals are
split (Fig. 3] and then whittled and emocothaed to the
required shape.

Objects like the two dice require a great thickness éF bone
aend this is generally only availablg;on the shafts of ox
redii and metatarssls, and then only on large adult animals

(ses Fig. 4).




