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by Ali~cr1 Locker. 

A smal quant1ty of animal bones t337) wus r·ecovered by har1d arld 
machine during the :?Xcavation. The following spec>es wer·2 
identified: ox egg! sp., 1ncludtny ox-sized fragments 37.4%1, 
ovicaprid IQyi§ sp./~IBC! sp., including sheep-sized tragments 
17.8%1, pig l§h!§ sp. I, hcwse l[!d!dh!"' sp. 1, roe <J<:er· l~i!Er::~gh!§ 

fll2r::~gl!,!§ I, red deer· I ~~CYh!§ £lE!12!J!Hi I, f '-' l low deer I !2>!!!!1 l!E!!!!E! I, 
dog lfsOi§ sp. l, domestic fowl <f.ellb!! sp, I, goos2 lf!nggc sp. l, 
nnd domestic duck/mal lard lf\QI§ sp, 1. 

The bonus identified ar·e itemised ir• the table. 

All the bone was recorded and measured using ~he method of Jones 
et al 11978), The bone has been ·.:r·eated as a single group since 
comparison of those from contexts of different periods dia not 
reveal any significant differ·ences, Th1s may in part be due to 
the small size of the sample. Contexts 301 and 304 Ia r·efuse 
dump), produced 29% of the bone including the birds and a Pew 
vertebrae o P eel (BOSH! ill!! ;!!}g~!lllE! I and her·r· i ng i !;J.!,!gg,g 
bE!C~(!g!,!§l. The latter two species 1vere found in a column sample 
through the refuse dump and so were not 1ncluded in the table. 

All the mammal bones showed evidenca of butchery except for· dog 
and horse, and evidently repr·esent food dabr·is. Sheep VJas 
positively identified in the ovicaprids by a single horn core. Ox 
and pig bones include a high propcr·tion of mandib.le fr•e~gments, 

representing primary butcher·y debris, however none of the deer 
bones wer·e from the head ar·ea except for·· fallow deer which was 
solely represented by two loose teeth. 

A large number of pig bonus were from Lmmatura animals, 80% of 
them sr.owirrg some &·ign of immatur·ity. All the mature pig bones 
lay uJithin the size of dome£<tic pigs as stated by Cla:;or, ll9671, 
and there was no evidenca from the site for the hunting of wild 
boar, 

Measurements on two horse bones (ra~ius and metacarpal) from two 
different contexts gave similar withers heights of 148cm and 
146cm ll<ieswal ter· 19741. Allounng for· slight discr·2pancies in the 
method tnese two animals were the size of a larga pony/small 
hor·se, 

It is quite unusual to find f1nd all thr·ee species of native 
British deer· in such a small collection of anima'! bones, Many of 
the bones showed signs of b11tchery and imply tt1at hunting was 
impor·tant in the economy of this site. Both dogs and hor-ses would 
havu been used in this pur~uit. Up until the thirteenth century 
hunting would have taken place in the Royal for·est of Brewood, 
but th1s was then disafforested. However the Eastern part of 
Shropshire was 'covered with an almost unbroken forast and the 
rlver·s ran through extensive tracts of marshy gr·ound', an ideal 
habitat for deer until the graater part of the forest was cut in 
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, (Whitehead 19641. The 
marginal areas of the for·est would also have providad ideal 
pannage for pigs, 

The herring vertebrae 
pickled fish that would 
hava been caught locally 

are probably the remains of 
hava been stored in barrels. 
in str·eaul.s, or mny have been 

salted or 
Eels could 
par·t of a 
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live Fish store in ponds. 

Since th1s sample only represents a very small pr·oportlon of the 
bone that would have beer1 recovered had the whole site been 
excavated 1t is not poss1ble tc suggest the relative impor·tance 
of different species to the economy. 
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2 3 4 5 C· 7 8 Q ltJ 11 1::: 13 11 ~~ !b TOT~L 

-----------------------------------------------------------------··-------------------------------------------------
SKULL 
JIIW 7 9 
SCt\PULil 2 2 
fU'IffiUS 1 6 
RADIUS 2 2 2 
UlliA 1 2 
i'IETAU\RJ', 2 3 
1ST PHAL. 2 
OS COX/\ 2 1 
FDU 2 ') • 
TID IA 3 0 1 2 w 

FIIVL~ 4 
CALCANE!li 3 
AS'!RAG~. 3 
I'IETJ\TM, 1 
MAXILLA 3 
fKJRH CORE 1 
RIB 1 
VERTEI)Rilli 4 
TOOlll FR. 4 
I'Rt't&1'1Ef!T 
L BOOE FR 
SKULL l'll 1 

1UTJ\L 3 0 6 46 15 

kEY: 1 ' OX 
2 ' OVICAPRID 
4 ' f!UI<SE 
5 ' RED DEER 
.,. = FALLOW DEER 
7 ' ROE DEER 
8 = OX-SEED PRAGnENT 

j 

6 
2 2 
2 l 

1 

; 3 
4 
2 7 

1 2 1 

20 19 
1 6 2 

2 
11 
37 20 

4 2 6 Y6 53 

9 ' SHEEP-SIZED FRAGHENT 
10 ' DOG 

2 

3 

11 = l)I!DliNTlFIABLE FfiiiGIIEHT 
12 ' DOHESTIC FOWL 
13 ' GOOSH 
14 ' ootmSTIC DUCK/I'IALLJ\RD 
15 • EEL 
16 ' HERR lllG 

2 
17 
10 
12 
12 
4 
0 

2 

1 10 
21 
4 
3 
3 
5 
3 
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40 
4 2 20 
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