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THIS HEPORT IS

I'HE [NFORMATION IN THIS REPORT 1S PROVIDED ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT ITS
AUTHOR WILL BE CONSULTED IF THE INFORMATION IS TO BE EDITED FOR ANY

FURTHER PUBLICATION., SUCH CONSULTATION SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE PROVISION OF
PROOFS FOR CHECKING AT ALL STACES IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER ALTERATIONS HAVE
BEEN MADE TO THE ORIGINAL TEXT, AS WELL AS FORMAT, LAYOUT, AND FRAMEWORK
WITHIN WHICH ANY CONDENSED VER:{iION IS TO APPEAR, ESPECIALLY IF ATTRIBUTION IS

TO0 BE MODIFIED,
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A small quantity of animai bones (337) wus recovered by hand  and
machine during the =2xcavatiaon. The following specieg were
identified: ox (Bos sp., including ox-sized fragments  37.4%),
ovicaprid (Qvis s=sp./Capra sp., inciuding sheegp-sized fragments
i7.8%), pig (Bus sp.}y hoerse {Eguus sp.), roe deer {({pprecius
capreolus ), red deer (Cervus zZlaphug), fallow deer (Duma damz ),

dog tCanig sp. )y domestic fowl (Gallus spy), ygocoze {(Anser sp.),
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and domestic duck/maillard (Anas sp. ).
The bonus identified are itemiged in the tabile,

All the bone was recorded and measured using Lthe method of Jones

gt al (1978)., The bone has been ireated ag a wingie group since
comparison of those from contexts of different pericds did not
reveal any significant differences, Thiz may in part be due to

the small size of the sample, Contexts 301 and 304 (a refuse
dumpl}, preduced 239% of the bone inciuding the birds and a few
vertebrae of eel (Anguiila anguilla) and herring {Clupes
harenqus?), The latter two species were found in = column sample
through the refuse dump and so were not included in the table.

All the mamma)l bones showed evidence of butchery except forr dog
and horge, and evidently represent food debris, Sheep was
positively identified in the ovicapride Ry a single horn core. Ox
and pigq bones include a high propoertion of mandible fragments,
representing primary butchery debris, however none of the dear
bores were from the head area except for fallocw deer which was
soltely represented by two ioose teeth,

A  targe number of pig bones were from immature animals, 304 of

thhem showing some mign of immaturity, All the mature pig bones
lay within the size of domestic pigs as stated by Clasonn (1967),
and there was no evidence from the site for the hunting of witd
boar,

Measuremernts on tweo horse bones (radius and metacarpal) from two
different contexts gave similar withers heights of 148cm  and
t46cm (Kieswalter 1874). Allcwing for slight discrepancies in the
method tnese two znimals were the size ¢f a large pony/smatl
horse,

It 15 quite whusual to find find all three species of native
British deer in such a small collecticon of animal!l bones. Many of
the bornes showed signs of butchery and imply that hunting was
important in the economy of this site. Both deoge and horses would
have been used in this pursuit, Up unti) the thirteenth century
hunting would have taken place in the Royal forest of Brewcod,
but this was then disafforested. However the Eastern part of
Shropshire was “covered with an almost unbrokKen forest and the
rivers ran through extensive tractg of marghy ground’, an 1deal
ihabitat for deer until the greater part of the forest was Cut  in
the fourteenth and fifveenth centuries, {Whitehead 1964). The
marginal areas of the forest would aise have provided ideal
pannage for pigs.

The herring vertebrae are probably the remains of salted or
pickied fish that would have been stored in barrels, Eels could
have be&en caught locally in streams, or may have been part of =a



live fish store in ponds.

proportsion of the
whole site heen

impor tance

Since this sample only represents o very smati

bone that  would have been recovered had the
excavated 1t iz not possibie to suggest the relative

of different species to the cconomy.
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SKULL - - 1t -~ - - - - 1 - - - - - - z
Jivd o - - - - - - - - - - i7
SCAFULA :z - 2 - - - - & - - - - - - - 10
HUMERUE i 6 - - - - - - - - - i2
RABIUS 2 2 2 & - - 2 't L - - 1 - - - - 12
ULNA 1 2 - - - - - - - - ] - - L
METALARP. & - - 3 -~ - -1 - - - - - - - &
15T PHAL. - A SR B - - - - - - 2
05 COiA - -2 1r i - - 3 - - - - - - - - 7
FEMR 2 - - 2 - - - 4 1 - - i - - - - 10
TIBIA 8 3 1 2 v - - 2 7 12 - - - - - 21
FIRULA A . B - - - - - - 4
EALCANELR 3 - - - S - - - - “ - 3
ASTRAGAL, 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - 3
HETATAR . TP - - - - 2 t - - - - - - - - 5
HAXILLA S - - - - - - 3
HORN CORE - i - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1
RIH = - 1 - - =~ - 2 1% - - - - - - 40
VERTELRAE - - - 4 1 - - 4 2 - - - - - 4 2 20
TOOTH FR. L . - - - . - - 6
FRAGFIEHT S - S | - - - - - 77
L BOWE FR T T L TG A | B - - 1 - - - 54
SKULL ¥R S - - - - 1 - - - . . 2
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X % - SHEEP-SIZED FRAGMENT
OVICAPRID 10 = DOE

= HUKSE 11 = UNIDENTLFIABLE FRAGHENY
RED DEER 12 = DOMESYIC FIML

= FALLGW DEER 13 - COOSE

7 = HOE DEER 14 = DONESTIC DUCK/PALLARD
& = OX-5IZED PRAGHENT 13 = EEL

14 = HERRING
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