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Dunstable I, Beds: Mollusca 

Individual shell identifications plus numbers of each shell from 

this medieval site are itemised on the enclosed lab. sheets. The 

species identified were: 

Arianta arbustorum (Linne) 

Cenaea hart en sis (Muller) 

Cepaea nemoralis (Linne) 

Helix aspersa Huller. Common snail 

Hytilus edulis Linnt. Hussel 

Ostrea edulis Linn~, Oyster 

Cardium edule Linnt, Cockle 

3 
2 

7 
29 

Terrestrial 

2 VVl 
3vv. Marine 

1:. v. 

These shells are probably human food debris, except for Cepaea and 

Arianta which were probably living incidentally on the site. 

Note. 

It would greatly help the recording and interpretation of the data 

if shells could be submitted as batches according to feature, layer 

or age. I appreCiate, however, that it is not always possible to 

do this,particularly with respect to age, until the pottery and 

coins from a site have been studied. 

J.G. Evans 
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lWlillIAL: Plea:;e comnl~tc :l ceparate sheet i'or each catee;ory ringing the 
appropriate material i'rom those shown below, and in the case oi' "Otber 
mctab" aT"j of "Other botanical" please amplify. 

Sto11£s/CoaljSoil/Burnt Clay/Fired Clay/Pottery/Mortar/Glass/Irorv'Bronze/ 
Otn':r ",et"l" .•.••..•••.••••••••••••••• /Coins/Sla&!'Wood/Charco al/Oth',r 
bot,~ett ;.~-.,. ....................... " ./Fibres/Bone Objec ts/ Animal Bone s 
andi),:olllsc9./ka thor/liUl:w.n Bones 

Plca:;e st:nd tnese lisls to ;,;r E G [filson, Room 546 Sanctuary Buildings, Gre:;t Smith 
Stre"t, London, SY/1, under separate cover i'rom the i'iOOs, which should be sent clircct 
to t ne Labor a tory at Sanctuary Buildings. Parcels should be labelIe,l on the outs ide 
with site "","e and contents and contain identification label. 
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Helix ~ersa 3 

t( Mytllus eauIIs 1 
A..r.i:::ln:t:::::t .QT'hllC.ff1r'll.m __ 1 
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Heil.ix asper:'3_~ 2 

111; aspersa '+, veraea 
ne!lJPralls 2, 
Ostrea edulis 2. 

l.!f~ --aspersa 1, Cepaea nemo

ra~is 1, A. arbustorum 1. 

/.f H. aspersa 1 

Li H. aspersa 1 

!d Cepaea nemoralis 1 

Cepaea horte nsi s 1 
Cepaea ne~oralis 1 

"1 
Cepaea spp_ 3 

" Mrtilus edulis 1 

-
"\ Helix aspersa 1 
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