
Codlr1q s y~.t <? lfl JJ:ied for I HJrH: r ec (lr.J !i , d . 1·:/\U, Yo1 k llniverslty 

T. f'. n 'r'uilflur 

T tl e 1' u r p u ::; e o f l11 1 s r e p o r t i s t u 1' r o v l d e c1 •J u i d e t o t 11 e c o d 1 n CJ u s e d in 
aniJJinl bone llsti11 rJ S prodJJ c ed in t he 1 ·~/\ IJ. Tl1ls is !lOt d user-mctnllc.ll 
f. o r d n y p d r tic ~ll d r recor d ln •J !> y s t <~ 111 • 

1tH~ r e co r d 1 s cH r d n \j e d l n a s e r i e ~ o f f1 e l d s , s e p a r a t e d IJ y o b 11 q u e 
s lashes (1). The sequence of tield s is: 
<s 1 tecoJe >I <con lex t >I <s 1•ec j e:.; >I <t:onl' type >.1 <t. od y sine> I <l>one Pdf t > 
These six fields dre riyidly coded dn<i formatted. The remdlnin<.J 
f ields take a free torrn, dnd ,,, ay l1e ornltted from tt1e record if not 
df- Pllcable. The sequence for the r e rH<Jining fields is: 
<~easurements>l<ageinq> l <otherdata> 
·.P1e r emainder of tt1ls report <i escrit;es t11e codes used in these fields. 

~)iteco d e - u group of alphanumeric c tl <~ rdcters describing tt1e site. 
For York s ites these are derived from the York Archaeoloyical Trust's 
c oding s y stelll. Thus tor 1-5 Alrlwark, tt1e YAT code is 1976.15, and the 
s itecode 761 5 . 

Co n t e x t - a 11• han urn e r i c c tHH a c t e r s u s i r IIJ t h e con t e x t n u m be r a t t r 1 b u ted 
un site . 

Sp ecies - 111 full (up to ten ctl cH.-s c tt' I s ) or abbre vi ated if lonyer. 
A 1 w a y s o n e w o r d , t h u s r o \·J , P T c , RECOeER, bUt C-CAJLLIE tor 
c apercaillie. 

1-'o netype - d tt1ree Clldf<.tcter code, u s udlly dn obviou s aubre vi ati on, 
thus IILH·1erus, MetaCarpaL, Pllalrtii X 1. Note tthlt ANT 1n<ty be antler or 
t"1o rncore dccordl n<J to species (s ee dppe ndlx 1). 

l·odyside - one c ll ar<.tcter; L (lC'ft.), R Criyht ), 
attributed). 

tJ (un certain or not 

1.: o ne 1, d r l - a s e r 1 e s of a 1 ph c:~ll t11 n c r i <: c o J e s de s c r 1 b 1 n g the 
o l c.1 bo n e wl1ic h are present u 1 <'I ' l ncorr.rlete specime n 
~) ) . 

subdivisions 
(se e appendix 

'I r e r e c o r d rn a y d e s c r i b e one s t' e c 1 l !l e n 
f r d q 111 e 11 t s , s u c 11 a s p i e c e s o t r i t , • • · · ' · · ' 

cr a group ot associated 
rl record would l1cgin 

H e 0 7 I 1 3 9 6 4 I S II E 1·: P I R I 1\ I lJ 11 7 + 3 5 V f I 
1 n d i c d t 1 n 'J 1 7 d i s c r e t e r 1 b s Ccou1 1 ! ' I as articu l ar ends ) plus 35 

( I () I l - c.H l 1 c u l.-1 r f r d y Ill e n t s • 

1 he for m d t £or me as 11 r e 111 e n t s d n d d lJ .-· 1 11 u ddt a is t 1 ex i lll e • r-: i tt1 e r or 
L o tt1 c d t e cJ o r 1 e s rna y be om i t t e d , l e · J v 1 n <J on e s l a s h ( I ) • 
M e a s u r e me n t s d r e •J 1 v en 1 n a s e q u e n c e l · d s e d o n von de n Dr i e s c h ( 1 9 7 6 ) 
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( see d p pend 1 x 3 ) , w i t h n1 e d s u rem en t s s epa r a ted by a b 1 an I< space • Two 
das~11~ s ( ...... ) irH.licate a number of values set to ~era, thus -- 40 • .3 15.7 
57.6 where six measurements arc ex~ecte<l would indicate that the first 
three take the value 0. 
Des c r i p t 1 on s o t horn core tor rn 111 a y lJ e 1 n c 1 u de ci w i t h me <'Is u rem en t s ( s c e 
appendix 4). 

Ageing ddta may refer to epiphyses (Froximal, Distal, fused, 
Y=untused) tor example -- 41.4 27.2 33.6/PYDF 
With mandibles, tooth attrition stages are recordeci, thus: 
OP4 15 M1 11 M2 9 M3 5 
Attrition stages corre~pond to those of Grant (1982), stage 6 being 
equi valent to Grant's stage a. Staues 1 to 5 are stages of tooth 
formation dnd eruption. 

The rest of the record is a ~dump• for all other data, comprising more 
or less coded notes preceded by a keyword and separated by a slash. 
The keywords are: 
BUTC tl = specific t;>utchery, e.g. location ot knife cuts. 
PATH = disease or injury. 
NONMET = non-metrical traits such as location of nutrient foramina, 
ABRADED : specimens conspiCUOUSlY llCdVilY abraded. 
GNAW = specimens gnawed by e.g. Jogs or rodents. 
Such an entry might be 
BUTCH C2!AP/GNAW PJL ?DOG/ 
1ndicat1n<J a specimen which has been ctlopped (C) right through (2) 
longitudindllY (!) in the antero-~osterior plane (AP), and gnawed 
around the lateral margin of the proximal joint surface CPJL) 
apparently (?) by a DOG. Codes are listed in appendix 5. 
The e mphasis throughout is on flexibility and ease of use. 
tirst six fields are rigidly coded, and the keywords in 
line. Otherwise, any forrn of notes and abbreviations 
accommodated. 
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HUM 
RAD 
'ULN 
CAR 
MCL 
MCl, MC2 etc. 
PH1 
PH2 
PH3 
'F' E 1~ 
tie 
PAT 
:FIB 
·AST 
·.CAL 
.NAC 
·CUB 
NAV 
TAR 
M'IL 
. MT1 etc. 
1-fPL 
PEL 

;SCA 
CLA 
·sKU 
MAN 
MAX 
ANT 
HYO 
AlL 
AXI 
CEH 
THO 
LUf~ 
SAV 
CAU 
VER 
BAC 
RIB 
STE 
FUR 
COR 
1RR 
AlL 

Appendix 1. 

hum erus 
rod ius 
ulna 
carpal 
rne t a carpal 
metacdrPal 1, 2, etc. 
Phdlunx prima 
phalanx secunda 
phalanx tertia 
femur 
t1Lia 
patella 
fibula 
astragal us 
calcaneum 
naviculocuboid 
cuboid 
ndVicular 
tarsal 
metatarsal 
metatarsal 1, etc • 
metapodial 
pelvis 
scapula 
clavicle 
skull 
mandible 
maxilla 
antler or horncore 
hyoid 
atlas 
dXlS 
cervical vertebra 
thoracic vertebr a 
lumbar vertebra 
sacrum 
caudal vertebra 
vertebra unspecifi ed 
baculum 
rib 
sternum 
furcula 
coracoid 
truclleal ring 
upper mandible (bi rd) 
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Appendix 2 

f rd~ment de s criptions. 

A single, whole bone of a ny tyPe is recorded as /lOF'/. In all cases, 
nfF indicdtes n sundry fragments. 

a ) long bones. These are divided into six fragment zones, thus: 
P = proximal epiphysis 
1 = proximal quarter of diaphysis 
2 = frdm 1 to mid&haft; i.e. 2nd quarter of diaphysis 
3 = midshoft to 3/4 point of diaphysis 
4 = dist a l quarter of diaPhYsis 
0 = distal epiphysis 
A t raQment may comprise only one of these zones, or m~y span several, 
e ,Q. 3•D would comprise the d istal 50% ot the bone. 

b) mandibles and maxillae. These are descr1b~d according to the 
a lv eoli present (e.g. IJ-M2). the diastema is coded n, the gonial 
ar e d below the alveolar Pldne 1s X, the ascending ramus above the 
alveolar plane is E. 

c) skull. A set of subsidiary codes is used to describe whictt bones 
f;lre represented in the fragment. These codes normally conprise the 
f irst two letters of the bone name, e.g. FR tor frontal, PA for 
parietal. Note combinations may occur such as SPET tor sphenethmoid. 

d) These are counted as centra, one discrete centrum 
whole vertebra. Other parts are coded as 
NA = neural arch 
NS = neural spine 
Tf = transverse process 

representing a 

Thus an entry 8007/13946/SIIEEP/LUt~/U/4+7TP/ would refer to 4 lumbar 
vertebrae plus 7 frgaments of transverse process. for the axis, a 
separate odontoid process is coded PF.G. 

e) pelvis. Description comprises any combination of 
I L = 11 i urn 
SACIL = Sdcro-iliac area 
I S = 1 s c h 1 urn 
PU = pubis 
PUSYM = pubic 5ymphysis 
M = acetabulum 

tl scapulct. s capulae are counted dS glenoid cavities or colla 
scapularum, wt1ichever is the more numerous. 
COR = corctcoid 
G = glenoid cavity 
N = collum SCdPUli 
D = bldde fragments un5pecified. 
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lhus 4c;+U.Hi describt'!S 4 yle noid s and 10 blade fragments, 

further detd.il as to which part of tt1P bon«: is present n1ay be qiven in 
the ldst field ot the record. 
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Appendix 3 

L1 o 11 e rn e d s u r e 1n e n t s 1 n t h P s e q tl e n c e 1 i :; ted i n r e co r d s • A l.' b r e v 1 a t 1 on s 
r e t e r t o v on d c n 11 r 1 e s c)) ( 1 9 7 6 ) u n 1 e s s o t t1 e r w i s e s t a t e d • 

SKUll; 2 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

atlds; GB GL EWer Bred Lva 

axis: I.CDe LAPa nPcd Ofacd nrtr sn v 11 

mandible: 1 to 15c 

humerus: Gl~ Bp SD Bd BT Op, height distal medial condyle, minimurn a·P 
deptl1 uistal trochlea 

radius: GL BFp Bp so Hd Dfd Dfp, shaft breadth at top of ulnar scar, 
a-p perpendicular to previous medsureme nt 

ulna: GL LO DPA SOO DPC 

metacarpal: Gl, BP, a-p depth proximal epip hysis, so DD Bd MOW nM BL, 
a-p depth medial external distal trochlear component. 

temur: GL GLC lip DC SD Bd, medial ed<Je trochanter minor to proximal 
edge trochanter major, height distal ldteral condyle, height distal 
medial condyle 

t i b 1 a ; G [, [I p S D n d D d 

astragalus: GLL GLM Od TGD 

c a 1 can c u s : ca. r D , d i s t a 1 bread t h , 1 e n y t h c u t o 1 d f a c e t , P B s w 

scap ulu: liS DIIA I.d Sl.C GLP I.G BG, rnlnimum length collurn trom lJa5e 
sp inus to glenoid mo.:~rgin (sheer only) 

pelvis: Gl. LA LS Slfll Sllil Lfo GDTc GBA GH1i SD1 

~acrum: len<Jlh centrd, mdximurn proximal breadth, breddtll proximal 
centrum, breadth distal centrum 

tlo rnco res: tn<Jx imum bas a 1 diameter, rnin imum basal d lame te r, basal 
circ umf ere nce, outer curve length 

d n l l e r : 111 a x i m urn d 1 d me t e r h u r r , m 1 n i m u m d i a 01 e t e r b u r r 
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Appendix 4 

Codes tor horr~ core de scr iption 

very porous 
porous 
(;O ifi PdC t 
straight 
cur ved 
twiste d 
·round tip 
poi nted tip 
rou nd x-secti.on 
oval X•section 
naturall Y polled 
s urg!call y polled 
s mall horned 
Short horned 
medi um horned 
long horned 
male 
fe male 
castrate 
polycera te 
query 

VP 
p 

c 
s 
z 
T 
R 
D 
0 
r 
N 
A 
B 
H (96 -150 mrn) 
M (1 50- 20 0 mrn) 
Ij ( 2 0 0 + rn m ) 
1 
2 
3 

? . 
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Appendix 5 

Codes tor location of butchery, etc. 

·proximal r 
mldstlaft s 
distal D 
anterior A 
posterior li 
dorsdl u 
ventral v 
joint surface J 
medial M 
lateral L 
internal I 
superficial 1 
right through 2 
longitudindl I 

•' 
chopped c 
knite .. cut K 
sa'Nn z 
repeated H. 
query ? . 
Information may also be written out in obvio us abbre viations s uc l1 as 
OBL ; oblique, TRANS = transverse. 


