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Report on IHJiil' :ip<Jt.-find~ from 16-:?2 CopperydLP, York. 

T. p"' 0 fCOid\Of 

samt.•le~ were collected. 1·1o~t of t.tJ<:~e ~ere soil Sdmples taken for 

biological an.llYsis: otiJ<'r cdte•Jor i.!!~> included pieces of timber, 

tru!t-stones, e<J<J•sllell, mollu::.cs, and bone specimens thougllt to be of 

partic;ular interest, This report ded!S with this last category, and 

is ln two parts. Tile first t•art is a catalogue arranged in context 

number order; tt1e second part a discussion of some of tt1e more 

lnforrnative specimens, 

Cdtaloque 

Formdt: 

<context> <sample> <descriptlorl> 

6347 

(j 17 3 

679H 

6917 

7954 

H 8rl 2 

12759 

1375 

1112 

1136 

1297 

672 

1050 

690 

Cdt skeleton, sheep caudal vertebra, 

fragment ot salmonid cer1trum. 

cat skull, rnandit,les, dtlas and axis, 

23 vcrtebrde at !Jerrlny, possibly all 

trorn one tis!,, 

cat Pdrtlal skeleton. 

numerous soft fir, rays and rddials at unidentified 

yadid species. 

four bird tr<lclledl r inqs. 

crushed vertebra and numerous soft fir1 rays 
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12762 

16605 

17184 

17275 

18602 

21433 

21460 

21490 

22259 

22962 

25125 

25172 

25350 

2o~l64 

26147 

26610 

26900 

28904 

28967 

31734 

., 'l 4 

B03 

946 

970 

1702 

1767 

140?. 

1590 

1593 

1596 

1664 

1671 

1672 

1 7 6~) 

21 W) 

2273 

226-1 

2160 

1 herrin<J v'"rtel'r" ""d" flll!HLer of unidentitit'd 

tin rdys. 

distal 5Pi> lett rddlu~ <Jnd ulna ply. 

numerous fin rays ot roact1 <Jnd eel, 

numerous soft tin rays unidentified ii:;l,. 

domestic fowl adult, partial skeleton. 

6 prec<~udal vertert,rae cod, prob<~bly from 

one fish, 

chaffinch d<lult, almost complete skeleton, 

domestic fowl, 0 Plldlanyes pes. 

t9 bird trdchedl rin<Js. 

28 bird tracheal rinys. 

28 bird tracheal rings. 

calf a<Jcd 1-2 months, skull, mandible and atlas. 

brown bear, four Pt•alanges tertiae. 

bird tracheal rlr••J. 

bird tract.eal rin<J, 

numerous sott tin fdYS unldentltled fist• species. 

domestic fowl, complete immature skeleton. 

JackddW il<IUlt, co1nplete skeleton. 

common frog, com!'lete skeleton, 

common frog, complete skeleton. 
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Oi!.)CUS~;joJl 

'l'lw c.Jts tr<Jiil contexts h3•11, ~>473 "''" ~>'14'/ l,ad dll been s~inned. 

On all three, rt;pcdted trdr>:;Vel ~e knife-cut ll>drkr> could be seer, on tl>e 

anterior Pctrt ot the trontdl l>ont·s, d lew ndllimetres al.•or<~l to 

nasion, These contexts were locdt.e•l close toqctller dOd produced 

pottery ddted to tile tilth century 1\,IJ. 

'l'l1e bird tracheal rings could mostly te attril>uted on grounds of 

s1•e to domestic or yrey-l<l<J qoose, with some smaller specimens in 

22962 whicll could have been from domestic fowl or one of the larger 

~orVids, Given tile improbability of tl1ese delicate objects surviving 

Processing and stord<Je with other bones, their recovery as <Hscrete 

samples is particularly fortur>ate, TIJe sane dPPlies to tile cllaftlnch 

skeleton from 21460 and tile frogs from 28967 and 31734, 

'file numerous recoveries of t isl1 tin-rays should be seen in the 

context of a site whict1 produce•l numerous speci1nens ot bone an•l antler 

combs, the broken-oft teeth of wllicll closely resemble tin-rays. Tl1e 

fin-rays from 17184 were identifial>le as deriving from at least two 

roach and two eels, Conrparisoll with reference specimens indicates one 

of the roach to 11ave been very small, and one of tile eels very large 

indeed, Otherwise, the fin-rays were mainlY uniderJtitiable. 

Different qroups of bones were sampled accordlnq to different 

criteria. '!'he various assen,blayes of tracheal rings and tin-rays were 

obvlou~ly recoynised as somethillY wllicll should be kept sep<trate from 

3 



otllei bones, 

t. rem 

were submitted ldbelled .1:> ~illf't'l- lcnp~J) Cdll only IJt' :>een dS d 

con~c~quence of over-zealousnes:,. rule, however, 

would seem ot be a place t.or t.llis kir>d of s.unplin<J, as it preservc's 

and brings to ttw attention uroups of hones wtlicll could otherwise be 

damaged or overlooked it not so treaterJ, 
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