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TI,TLE Identificati.on of organic maleri.al associated with metal objects from 

Dover, Buckland Cemetery. MiL sit", No. 830. 

AU'l'HOR Jacqui Ivatson 

ABSTRAC'fS 

Identification report on selected objects with preserved organic 

mat"rial on them. 

Iron, copper [tIloy, knife, sword, spearhead, ferrule, wood, leather, 

fleuce, hurn, ivory, Anglo Saxon. 

THIS REPORT IS Level III 

'1'HE INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT IS PROVIDED ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT ITS 

AU'J.'HOR WILL BE CONSULTED IF THE INJi'ORMATION IS TO BE EDITED FOR ANY 

FUll'fHl,;R PUBLICATION. SUCH CONSULTATION SHOUIJl ALSO INCLUDE PROVISION OF 

PROOFS FOR cHECKING AT ALL STAGES IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER ALTERATIONS HAVE 

BEEN MAllE TO THE ORIGINAL TEXT, AS WELl, AS FORMAT, LAYOUT, AND FRAMEWORK 

WITHIN WHICH ANY CONDENSED VERSION IS TO APPEAR, ESPECIALLY IF ATTRIBUTION IS 

TO DE MODIFIED. 



AM No 

830535 

:JLH Stub 

A257 

A259 

1\258 

A241 

A259 

Photo No 

104: 5,6 

102:10,1') 

11Q : 1-4 

ANCIENT MONUMENTS LABORATORY 

DUV"~L\) 6iJCKLIlUD CiJl 
SI1'E: ..................................................... (DATE: 

1 
SHEET: ............................................... .. 

Description and Report 

l're~crvu(l Ur~Dn)C IIlut8ribl on r'ing-Hword: 

::cabbard - wood jt; l'opulu6.sp (Poplur) or 

11heU!;are also the remains 

of a n<>uce lining and the possibility of 

Jeather overlying the \-Jood - see drawing. 

hilt - lO\'Jer ,~suttrd appears to be a mixture of 

random fr::lgmtontfj of organic matorial, 

i';enerully 1 yintj with grain perpendicular to 

the tane;.. '.'h)OCl fragments are Populus .. sp or 

0£--'.1 iX.E'P, [-)0 they could com0 from the 

scabburd. 

I'Tip h<:l!3 orgc-J.nic material with grain lying alon 

the tang, this is probably horn. 

oq:anic material between the pommel bars also 

appears t" be horn, probably cattle, with 

grain di rec t. j on perpendicular to the tang. 

110:4. ! rcu~rved cattle horn from pommel of 

l'ine ~3~·Jord. Bag.c .100x. 

Gr. G 



AM No 3E11 :,tub Photo No 

ANCIENT MONUMENTS LABORATORY 

DOVO:R aUCKLAND CBB 
Slm: ........ : ••••••••••••••••••• (DATE: 

SHEET: ............ ~ .............................. " .. .. 

Description and Report 

! '~!-:: 
iii' 

tnack fraGments appear to be very small pieces 

of charcoal rather than leather. 

Iiinural preserved wood in spearhead socket: 

Yrnxinus.sp (Ash) from mature timber. 

Hel' No 

Gr. C 

Gr. 1 

Gr. 8~ 



AM No S;,;M Stub 

A254 

.1256 

ANCIENI' MONUldENTS LABORATORY 

Photo No 

104:5 

DOV.;,,". BUCKLAND C";N (DATE: 
SITE: .................................................. .. 

) 
SllEET: ................................................ .. 

Description and Report 

Mj neral prcul.;rved oreanic on knife tang: 

probably h()rn .. 

I-'reservcd wood on reveTBe of copper alloy buckle 

'l'Ui" .sp (Lime). 

104 ::5. Goppt-;r alloy pr(-~served wood fronl revert)e 

I)f buckle. 'llangential longdi tudinal 

b(~ct ion. :<ag.c .1000x .. 

F'rR,{_~ttler:1.;:;; of organic.: material associated with 

bucl.;:le hl'e mainly textile, and some pieces 

~re ~o~sibly leather. 

J"-:,psf'rv81 Or!~Dllie material i1ssociated with seax: 

the hnndL:;s of all three t knives I appears to 

'llhe :::~ertX has traces of a wooden scabbard t 

probably .si::ilix.sp or Populus~ • 

However, the bIO smaller' knives t have only 

hnimal fur preserved on the ir blades • 

.i:ossilJly Lw sey.x scabbard was held together 
\"jth the a.nimal skin, and the two smaller 

) 

Ref No 

Gr. liB 

;.::;~ 

Gr. 91 

M 

Gr. 93 

& 



AM No SI~N Stub 

830537 

ANCIENI' J40NtlliENTS LJ.BQRATORY 

Photo No 

109:;>0 

oov c;;, HUCKL;,;;n G;,h 
SITE:.' ••••• ! ....• ····••··•·····• 

SliEET: ......................... . 

Description and Report 

11<.11 j ves I slotted oetWE:en the wood and the 

1C)1.: It.. ~:'reservcd animal fur from I knife I hlade 

El,SSoci.:_'3..ted with seax. 1"lag.c.300x • 

lTef-}("t"Jed organic material associated with sword: 

orC1"'fllic material lying directly beneath pOllllllel 

bur and wi th grain dirE!ction perpendicular to 

t.:U1t:, it:; pos~3ibly ivory. 

109::20. i'Teserved orfjanic material from pommel, 

po[-)[d.hly ivory. r-~ag.c.1000x. 

Ref No 

Gr. 93 

& 

Gr. ')3 

& 



AM No 

ANCIEN!' 1oI0N1.JJ,iF.N!'S LABOMTORY 

Photo No 

10,): 17 

109:18,19 

DOV 8R, tlUCKLAND CSl-i 
SITE: ............................................. (DA1'E:' 

SIiE.ET; .... !5 ............ It ......................... .. 

Description and Report 

Grip is also ivory, but.. the grain liutl Rlang 

the tane;. 

LOVJer guard, \Iii th grain p0qlendicular to tung, 

is IJOssibly ivory. 

109:18. l'reserved ivory from lower gU'lrd of 

alVord hilt. llag.c .1000x. 

Scabbard has fleece lining t but none of the 

wood has been pl'eserved .. 

riineral pre,servud t.;ood from spearhead and 

ferrule: both are .F'raxinus.sp from mature 

timber .. 

r';ineral pl'eserved orgW1ic on knife tang is 

probably horn. Traces of a possible leather 

sheath on blade. 

~1ineral preserved organic on ,knife tanr, is 

probably horn. 

Re! No 

Gr. 9~ 

~-

Gr. 95 

~~ 



AM No 

MATERIAL i'RS;;;';lIVBD ORGANIC . 

Photo No 

A313 

,\237 105: 17,111 

lJOV.;R, BUCKLAND GBH (DATE,' 
sIm:, .•...•.•.•••••• ·.·······" .. 

6 
SfiEET; """"""".,,""" , , , , , , , , , , , , , 

Description and Report 

Wood correspondinf, to copper alloy tag with 

sword: ring porous !,oJoad, possibly :,:uercu:::i .6p 

(Oak) or Fraxinus.sp (Ash). 

Fragments of organic from above copper alloy 

box are bone, or antler. 

I';ineral preserved organic on knife tang is 

probably horn. 

t1ineral preserved organic all knife tang is 

probably horn. 

Kni fe wi th composite handle. 

The three main sections are probably bone. 

The lOl<er one had wood packed between the 

iron tang and the bone: Salix.sp OP Po)ulus.s 

13etween the bone sections are the remains of 

some organic material that has been \Vound 

round the tang. 

Rei No 

Gr. 107 

~ 
Gr. 117 

~ 

Gr. 120 

~ 

Gr. 1)11 

~ 


