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Introduct ion. 
Two secon d mi llenn i um ring-d i tches near Whitton Hill (grid r ef . NT 933 347) 

we re p a rtly excavate d in 1 98 2 . The analysis of the plant remains r e c overed in 

the 1982 s amples was discusse d in Van der Veen 1982. During the summer of 1 983 

some fu rthe r excavations were carried out on these sites and three more samples 

were collecte d for bo tanica l analysis. The contex ts and volume of the samples 

is g iven in Table 1. The results are given in Table 2 , and are discussed below. 

In addi t ion to t he Whitton Hill Site, a s mall scale excavation was carried 

out at Pace Hi ll, Crookham ( NT 915 374 ) . Here three bu r ia l cists with in­

humations we re f ound and one inhumation bur i a l in a shall o w scoop, containing 

a Beaker vessel, The preliminary date for t he burial s in second millennium B.C. 

probably s light ly later than the Whit ton Hill c r ema t ions . Five samples we re 

collected from t his excavation. The c ont exts and volume of the samples is 

given in Tab l e 3. The result s are given in Tabl e 4, and are discussed below. 

Results: Whitton Hill. 

In t he 1 982 s amples s ome cereal g r a ins wer e fou nd, in addi t ion to h a zel­

nut shell fragments and arable weeds. In the 1983 sample s no cereal grain s 

were present , but instead some cereal chaff was found . Three rachis i nternodes 

of barley we re found in sample 2. The fragments were very small , only the 

lower half of the internode wa s preserved. Consequ ent ly, they could not be 

identifie d t o species . Sample 3 contained a fragment that might also be a barley 

rachis internode , but there is some uncertainty about t h i s fr agment. Sample 3 

a lso contained a glume base of a hul led wheat : emmer wheat or spe lt wheat. 

The venation pattern is most simi lar to that of spelt wheat : a promine nt vein 

with several other veins running parallel. The width acr o ss the ar ticu l ation 

scar i s 0.81 mm . With just on e f ragment it is dif f icul t to prese nt a def inite 

identification. Spelt wheat is not t hought to have been cu ltivated in En g land 

until the first half o f the f irst millenn ium B.C., although there is the i s ola t ed 

f ind from Neolithic Hembury (Fie l d et al . 1964) . This find has r eceiv ed much 

attention, but no agreement seems as yet to exist on it s r eliabi lity. The 

radio - carbon dates from Whitt on Hill ar e not yet ava ilable. Un fortunately. 
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the glume base c omes from a pos t hole outside the penannula r d i t ch, and 

thu s cannot, with one hundred perc ent certainty be taken to form part of 

the burial structure . 

One fr agment of hazelnut shell was found as wel l , in addition to t hree 

unident ifiable pla nt fragments . 

Results: Pace Hi ll . 

The resu lts f rom the se five s amp l es wer e very me agre indeed, One 

fragment of a hazelnu t shell from cist No. 2 and t wo u n i d ent i f iable frag ­

ment s from c ist No. 3, wa s all that was recovered from these samples. 

Discuss i on 

The pre sence of c h a ff fragments in the Whitton Hill samples is unu sual 

in that they would f o rm the first recorded chaff fragments in Grooved Ware 

contexts. However, the dat i ng of the deposits is not entirely without 

problems, and I would pre fer to wait with an interpr e tation of the mat erial 

unt il the radio-carbon dates b ecome available . 

The virtual abs ence of plant remains f rom t he Pace Hill samples might 

be directly r elated to t he fact that we are deal ing with inhuma tions on tha t 

site. While one can env isage several act ivities that may p roduc e carbonised 

plant remains in cremation burials , thi s is more dif f i cult in t he case of 

inhumation burials. So far, v e ry lit tle work ha s been done on either, and 

it is very difficult to a s sess whe t her t he near a bsenc e of plant remai n s at 

Pace Hill is a common feature on inhumat i on sites. Th e early Bronze Age 

i nhumation site at Manor Farm, Lancashire, equal ly produced very litt le in 

t he form of plant rema ins . 
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Table 1 Contexts a nd volume of the Whitton Hill samples. , \ , . , '." ( < ( , < , . ( , <:: '. . , , , ( ;: , '<. , , ' , . ( .. ( ... 

Sample 1 WHB3 Site 1 	 enclosure ditch, bottom fi ll 9 litres. 

Sample 2 WHB3 Site 2 	 possible ground surface wit h in the 
enclosure, immediately north of- 7 litres 
cremation 1, in pit Y. 

Sample 3 WH83 Site 2 	 from isolat e d post hol e outside 
the pen annular ditch, F VI. 5 litres 

Table 2 Results from Whit t on Hill samples . 

sample 1 sample 2 sample 3 

Hord eum sp . , r a chis internode s (barley) 3 

cf. Hordeum sp. , rachis internod e (barley) 1 

Glume bas e Tritic um cf. spelta (cf. spelt 
wheat) 1 

Corylus avellana (hazelnu t) , shell fragment 1 

I ndet 1 2 

Total 1 	 4 4 

Table 3 Contexts and volume of t he Pace Hill samples. 

Sample 1 

Sample 2 

Sample 3 

Sample 4 

Sample 5 

PHS3 

PHS3 

PHS3 

PHB3 

PHB3 

- cist 1 

- cis t 2 .. 
- cist 3 

- burial 4­

- burial 4­

basal l ayer of cist 

f rom eastern side of c i st 
a bove f l agg ing, 

from basal layer cist (in

contexts of beaker 

from ex ter i or of beake r 

int

terior) 

erior, 

3 .4 litres 

7 litres 

10 l ites 

1 litre 

2. 5 l itres 

Table 4 Re sults from the Pa ce Hi ll samples . 

Corylus avellana, 

Indet 

(hazelnut), 

sample 

s hell fragment 

1 2 

1 

3 

2 

4 5 

Tota l 	 o 1 2 o o 


