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WESTWARD HOI 

THE {"\NIMAL BONES, 

The bone was recove~ed by hand in the case Q~ the larger 
fragmentSt and more frequently from the fine sieving of 
column samples taKen for mollusca. Much of this material was 
highly fr·a.gmented f v€r';1 5mall~ and in man',/ cases unidentifi
able~ The measurements were taKen a~cQrding to Jones et al 
(1976) and are itemised in the appenctix+ 

From the peat the slow worm (8Qg~i§ fC~gili§) was identified 
from the characteristic bony scales that caver the body~ 
This species prefer's we'll vegetated habita.ts j '.i,lith e~.(tensive 

gr'ound cover'! orten in damp situ.ationst (Ar'ncld and Bur'ton 
1978 t 175) f It is fr-equentl y fou.nd. in cet'"'ta.in coastal ar"€BS 
in the south and \l}€St of Eng 1 and, (Srni th 1965 j 17:3); 

Larger mammals from the peat include a fragment of 
cervid/bovid sized rib, and two burnt ·fragmentsi At the 
transition between the peat and clay the lower third molar 
of a pig (§~:§: §f.r::Qf~)t the ename'l IJ1B,S bu,r'ntt and the length 
of this tooth (see appendix) indicates this anima! was wild 
(Clason 1967)i Alsao present was the proximal end of a right 
radius of a red deer (~~CY~§ gliQb~g). 

In the midden more slow worm scales were found. fro~ (B!n~ 
sp) was identified from a maxillat and the banK vole 
(~l§llbciQnj'mj'l! gl:£c§Ql!Jcg) fr-om two 010 I al'"-s; Th is an i rna lis 
typically found in woods, on their edges and in clearings 
(HanaK 1977. 108'. Other small mammal fragments were uniden
tifiable to species. The distal end of a red deer right 
humerus and a cervical vertebra were found. and other Frag
ments of ?red deer were suggested by the proximal posterior 
sur-face of a metatar-sa I shaFt, the er-oded pt--oxima 1 end of a 
humerus and a lunate. A few pieces of cervid!bovid bone from 
within the midden were not specifically identifiable, some 
o' these were lightly burnt. Roe deer 1~12C§QIYl! £:£2CgQ!Yl!) 
was identified From the distal end of left metacarpal and 
the proximal end of right humerus. 

The most interesting find from the midden was the broKen 
tuber area of a bovid calcaneum, the measurements of this 
specimen Fit \Ili th in the lower r-ange (fema 1 e) for- flQl! 2Ci!!!i.: 
ggni!Jcl!' From the boundar-y of the midden and clay the distal 
end o. a very eroded bovid radius was measured, this also 
H t ted the lower sl ze r-ange for- flQl! 2ci!!!iggniYl! (Gr- i gson 
pers.comm). The lower size range forauroch also overlaps 
with the lar-ger-domestic range, but_given that these speci
mens are secur-ely stratified within Mesal ithicdeposits it 
iscassumed that .they belong to flQl! !2ci!!!ig§ni!Jcl!' 

Two er-oded metapodial fragments wer;ealso found, one Frag-

Ma.rch 20, 1984 



ment of the proximal articulation and shaft of a right meta
tar·sa I t and a fr·a.gment of the poster·ior· sUY"face Df the 
midshaftj bath of these bones matchEd r"ed ·d€ETt bu.t the;l arE" 
so fragmentary that these identifications must be tentative. 
OthET· bones fr'cm the midden inc 1 u.ded thr'ee ve-r"Y 5m3.ll fish 
vertebrae which may belong to the tail of a single inciividu
ai. These pI'-'Dved. irnp05Sib'j'2 to idEntififYf bu.t fitted. most 
closely to the gGbi2S (Gobiid.a.e) a sr'! a 1 low \!}ater' coastal 
groUpt If this suggestion is correct theSE vertebrae may be 
the the remains of a predators meal caught on the shoreline. 

The clay itself contained little material except for a 
cervid/bovid tooth fragmentt a vole incisor and one frog 
bonet The unstratified bone included a fragment of roe deer 
metatarsal, and the lightly burnt distal end of metapodial 
whch could also belong to roe deer. 

The species identified suggest wooded conditionst with the 
exception of the frog and fish bonest and both of these 
could be explained as the food remains of another animali 
The slow wormt banK vole and the larger mammals are a1 I 
found in areas that are at least partly wooded t and bear 
evidence of man's hunting activities on the pig tooth and 
other burnt fragments. 

No compa~ison has been made with the animal bone identified 
from previous excavations at Westward Ha! (Rogers 1946-7 and 
Chu.rchi i 'I 1965) j since ther·e is some dou.bt abou.t tJr':e l:omp3.r·" 
ability of the stratigraphy and in one case the identifica
tion of ~Q! lQQgifcQn~ in a mesolithic context must be 
dou.btfu I. 

I should like to thanK Dr C Grigson for commenting on the 
bone and comparing measurements of ~Q~ gc!m!g~Q!Y~' Dr P Ar
mitage tor' he;ing \1)ith compar'ativ€ mater·ia'!t Mr' R Jones for' 
identifying the small mammal bones and Mr A Wheeler for exa
mining the fish bone. 
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'surements are in Millimetres. 
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