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LAND SNAILS FROM \411ARRMl PEHCY (Site 58) 

by 111 ,J Allen 

l\. large bulk soil sample from. the deserted medieval village site at 

iniharraw P,e:ccy was submitted to the Ancient f'1oDuments Laboratory for analysis. 

'l'he samples from Site 58 ( .... ) were sub-sampled and two, one kilograrrme air-dried 

samples w'ere analysed for their land molluscs. 

'1'he lllethods of mollusc analysis employed were basically those outlined in 

Evans (1972) t the soil bein<j washed through a stack of sieves of 5.6 nun, 2 nUll, 

1. (,1m and 0.5 111m nlt~sh ape1~ture. The rnol1uscs were extr2cted under' a xlO binocular 

microscoJ)(~ . The <Jl?ices ~<J('re h:ientified and counted under n. x10 to x50 Iuagnifica-

tion an(l the ret:d.dues then \veighed ('.l'db1e 1). 'J'he nomenclature follows 

(1976) . The molluscs WerE! if) a good state of preservation and a large 

percen GlgC (dn estin\a Let} 80%) ',vere flud I:: (:: d off IPdving Ii tt,lc too extract from 

the residues. 

Due to lJroblems encountt:~n:;~d witl'l l)reeJkin(J clown the I crumbs I of fine sediment 

Both saHlple~:; we.,~(~ frof'l the same context and a 

duplic2l_te \.,'(':is only analy;3f~d l:o provide .i.nfonna_tion of l'eplicdting .rc--,:sults from 

i.(~lenti.cal sar;lples and t.hereforc does not contribute to any of the interpretations 

Cursory eXdlilinatioIl of Lhe molluscs [rolci t.he c1Ul)1i.cate sample show 

a si::nilar niollusc asser:-:.blLtge to t.hose de.'~3cribed herc'. 

'-):'fl':'-: results of the r_'malysis ,,:\xe ::'iho~vn .in Table 2 and as histograIt1s of 

relat.ive aLundancc (fiS 1) in which c~ach ':;1._)C~C:Lf"S }.:;; plotted as a percentage of 
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Truncatellina cylindrica is a rare and local obligatory xerophilous species 

(Kerney and Cameron 1979) living in dry, exposed places (Ellis 1951). 

Truncatellina cyLindrica has also been recorded frow colluvial deposits in Sussex 

(Bell 1983) and plough-wash in a lynchet a·t Bishopstone (Thomas 1977) and so, 

has been associated with arable land. 

Cochlicopa lubrica, which, though having fairly catholic habitats, is 

ty.r).lcal of chalk grassland (Chappell et 9:!:. 1971) and it is likely I in vie,,, of the 

high 'pE.':~rcentage of xerophile species in this assemblage, that 'the Cochlicopa sp. 

are CochlicOl)~ lubrica rdl~h(~r thalt Cocl:tlicopa lubricella (Porro) whic.h favours 

moister "Triera-habitat:.:;. 

Cepaea ~,;p. and slugs such rlS ,i\d.onidae ,-:!(]c'1 Linl':lcic1ae a:c(~ cal::holic and there-

fOl":12 OCC1)X ina very wi de ran(;) c: of hu hi Lat~;;. 

CONCLUS IOj\iS 

~rhe land snail ass(-;):lblaqE; Le'; dOI;!ina.t:.ed by open-cQun!:ry sp:~c.Les (77.5%) of 

which over 80% d:r8 xE:.~rophi.les fdvuurinq very dry oj,.)(~n calcareous habi.tats. The 

assemblage dt':!scribed has a hig'h xeroj)hyLie c:oml:x1m.::;nl a.na a, property of xerophile 

faunas Ls that a.1Lhough the number of sI)ecies may be low those ·that do survive 

may do so r~o a high \.1E~9rce (Evan:, 1972j 109), whie;") can be crudely o"bserved in 

Such an assemblage :i.:_; the.r-<::fore indicative of 

,,·::i.ther JH-~avily 9Y.:-lzed. chalk downlanci OY arable hahit:ats. The latter seems likely 

in view of the abund;:.Hlce of Vallonia (-:xcen·trica 1"Jl::-ed.orninatj.ng over Vallonia costata 

and C.':1C presence of ~rrich.iiJ LisfJida, albci t only 12% of the (.1,sser,.b12t9T!. The 

p.n::~:;ence of t~he obliguto.ry xen ... )pili.1E;' Truncatellintl C'/lindriea is dlso COIlf3istent 

such i"1r.':i i.Jds·ture ~)ut a~~; f~van;:; (1972) sLitC::;i it is also kno\Jfl in environments ltlhich 

cu:e f recAllen tl y un s :~3ble. 

also ix~ s'WJq('st~LVf:~ e)]: ,JL"db:Le cont:c.:{u,; a.'~ z.1escribed iri. t\llc-n (19133) who sugges·ts 

tillage frolli. bo't.h 
. .-8 3 -1 

UDlts xlO m kg 

This llowover if; not yet 2 0rovell 
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im,umAM PERCY Figure 1 

n le 'AH564 'ift 5~ 1 

Mollusc No Ie 

CochlicoEa lubrica \Muller) 4- l:6 
CochlicoEa spr. ca 5-3 
VertiE,i0 12~E.imaea (Draparnaud) I I 1-3 
Truncatellina c~lindrica (Ferussac) I 0-1-
Vallonia costata (~li.iller ) l I - 3 
Vallonia excentrica Sterki 4-3 l ~'5 
Vallonia spp. I I }-3 
Arionidae + + I 

Limacidae :) '-3 I , 
Cecilioides acicula (Buller) ~ ~-6) I Candidula intersecta Voiret) 4g "5\-1 
Helicella itala (Linnaeus) I 

I 0-1-
Trichia his12ida (Linnaeus) I 9 i Ii- 9 
Cepaea/Arianta spp. ~ I -3 

TOTAL- I 5 I 
No. of TAXA 1:1.. 
% open country 77-5 
% catholic ll-S 
7,; shade-loving -

t E"(.~vdi"~ ~- odt.vlo_ 
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