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Idenb fi.cation of the bone artefacts fran 1\nnet<qell Street, Carl isle, 
1981-83. 

1st Report 
D.J. Rackha'1l 

The foUmli.ng smFlll finrls Here stu(Uen and where POssi.hle 
inentified as to the hone usen in thei r manufacture and the speci.es 
from which they derive. ~'lhPre this was not possihle to ascertain a 
cruner non-speci.fic identification "'as made, such as l.ong hone shaft, 
large animal or even lL1st hone. This latter category, lxme, i.s L1sed 
to clistinguish non-antler from ant] er. Finns that couln not he 
ic:entifierl at all are catalogL1erl FlS hone or antler. 

3 i te CCY1e CAR 8l l\J,\lH 

Context & 3mall 
Fina No. 

Description 

1\ 486 B 28 10<18> Die 

1\ 486 B 29 10<1.8> Die 

A 1034 B 44 COL1nter 

1\ 1.l33 B 48 

1\ 878 B 52 none ohlf?ct! 
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1\ 1 ?fP B S3 

Identificati.on 

Rone- made fran a long lmne shaft 
of an ox-sized animal. Decori'ltion 
h1i'lcker'! 

Done- nossib1v mwle fran a metacarpUs 
shaft of an ox-size" animal. Decori'ltion 
turned. 

none, made from a long hone shaft 
of an ox-sizerl animal.-Pl:obably 
tut:"ncc1 • 

P,on~- s: j qhtlv faceter:1- lonq hone 
shaft of an ox-stzc:l RnimaJ. 

farge ungu1 ate dh fragment, \d.th 
chon marl{s- nrdJahly hutch~rv. 
Um·,T()!~kerl. 

~"lAnufa.ctu:ced fr('ffl a t)-rln,sverse sp~tion 
of (\ 1 nn'1 oone of a l,a.rge ox-si ze,~. 
an';,rna 1 • 

qorsp T11i?tatAr"sA_'. prnxif11al hal f ,;·d.th 
(~ist:01 ~/llf: SiJ~'m off. ShAtt 3!'t:! 
f)"!","ry'-:: 1_1110 1 on,l 51 irrht 1 v Y"ntmr1ed to make 
.:". ;::','l"(X)t'IJ S\11_i_fll-lpr. ,S].ot f1n r1ist;'l1 0ncl 

r,,'ylp I,V ?r-i 11 i tl0 tl~Ynt!Cfh shaft. 

r:t. Gz ~;_h;_,l~ ;:)f;,l.f=t: t= y nqr;"1"nt, S;J.Fn 0f~ 
,-)~ '--oth r:r:'""?~. '18 rv"ti(;c\,,_b10 }-Dl1.o~·';nq 
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of shaft. lJnuse(l fragment? 

A 1308 B 56 <55> Square piece 
~!i th perforation 

Square bone '11asher' ma(le fran a shaft 
piece of a long hone fran an ox-sized 
animal. Apparently worked with a file. 

A 1232 B 57 

A 1461 13 58 

A 1507 B 59 

A 1771 B 60 

A 1675 13 61 

Pin 

Counter 

Pin fragment 

Maile fran a long hone shaft-probably 
ox-size(l. 

Ma(le fran a long bone (probably a 
metillxxlial) shaft of an ox-size0 
animal. 

Mane fran the shaft of a long bone 
pro.hahly an ox-sizer] animal. 

\'70)'"keC! fraqrnent Re(l (leer antler. Fragment of worked 
and ho llowe0 antler beam. 

Pat"t of ' ... 'Orked 
Ox scapula 

Ox Scapula, left. The spine an(l thoracic 
mm:qin have been shaVf~(I dOlm to make 
a flat object. The scapula blade has a 
hole cut in it. 

Site Ccx1e CAR 83 .lINN 

A 1706 B 62 

A 2113 B 1)3 

A ?l83.2 B 6<1 

l\ 2726.2 B 56 

A 243J B 67 

Discus:;i.on 

Part of object Ox scapula, eight slele. SpIne shaved off 
awl erlqes smoothed. Distal enc1 sa.ffi off. 

Fraqment 

Decoratprl 
fraqment 

UnworkeC! fragment of tone. Pf)ssibly 
from a nasal. bone. 

Praqment of antler cortex, so]it(choppeil) 
1 On9i turHnallv after the surface pattern 
ancl qrooves h;vl heen Hockec1. 

Part of O!>iect Sm'lll carved hean piece ",ith hole. 

Pin 

Ivorv- prohablv elep'vmt. 

"'I1'le from the shaft of a long bone 
of an ox-c;i_zer1 anim.:tl. 

'T'he Dins, counters cHyl (On'll in th lS collpr::!tion are manllfRctur"J?:l frem 
tile :-.:;hRfts OF lona lX)n~so fTnf()l"tt1nnb~ly t~ese ohiects r.arelv l:>ear 
suffi.ci,pnt char()ct,0rG for 11101:0 nrr-::>eise 1(1entifjcation And thi c; is true 
C1.1sn o~ f:~e rlic;p. Possible ~nps l1spn i.n the mAki.ng of these of this 
tvpp of -i tp:rt a,r~ i.llllstratp(l Ln t~c ~0fX)rt on tho. BlnckfY'L:lrs srnC'tll 
t::i.l1c1S n~2ckt:R.fi), n • .-1.). mhe :->J:afts rrt: r,,111At Are nro1:1ab1y cattle !;ones 
HerA usp.rl For 2 r.ll'Yl~)0r of otll/?Y fin-Js; f-3 S3 - n. fracr.nent of (1 rirq of 
l:-nne; ~ SS - pl:-";.ch 11\1.\/ 0i thf'r:' h~ An offcut ()Y the ~'.Tn.qt0 ft:'on 0utcherv 
'l~,=1 ~F1S PO F'vi,r~cI'f1r0 for" ~lSO ~ F\ f)(-) .~ [l small ;;cru~1re ni.ecp. of hone in 



----------------

3 

which the oone laminae are clearly visible in section. 

'[\10 fragments of red deer antler were identifien, both obiects 
heinq ma0.e from the hard outer cortex of the antler beam. '[\'10 objects 
are made from cattle scapulae fran which the spine has been removed 
and shaved down to make a large flat plate or shovel like object 
both are further \·lOrked. 

One object is made from what is almost certainly elephant ivory. 
This is the only 'exotic' raw material, all the other finds are made 
from material readDv availahle locally in Carlisle. It is iust 
possible that ivorv may have been avaUable in this country, there are 
records of burien Mammoth ivorY in goon enough condition to turn into 
chess pieces, but imrxxtatlon of the finisherl object or possibly the 
raw ivory from ~le(Hterannean or African sources seems more Jikely. 

'l'I-lO i terns reconl ee] as 
almost certainly unused; 0ne 
the second an unidentifiable 

"'TTlall finds are definitely unworked 
a butchered fr aqment of rib, B 52, 
fragment DOssibly from a nasal oone. 

ann 
and 

Rackharn, D.J. n.d. ",'he ic1entification of the bone small finds from 
Blackfriars, Carlisle. Anci ent flonurnents r,aooratory 
Report No. 4054. 


