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Identification of the bone artefacts from Annetwell Street, Carlisle,
1981-83.

1st Report
D.J.Rackham

The following small finds were studied and where possible
identified as to the bone used in their manufacture and the species
from which thev derive. Where this was not possible to ascertain a
cruder non-specific identification was made, such as long bone shaft,
large animal or even -ust hone. This latter category, bone, is used
to distinguish non-antler from antler, Finds that could not bhe
identified at all are cataloqued as bone or antler.

Site Code CAR 81 ANN

Context & Small Nescription Identification
Find No.

A 486 B 28 10<18> Die Rone—- made from a long hone shaft
of an ov~sized animal. Decoration
blacked! ‘

A 486 R 29 10<18> Die Bone—- mossibly made from a metacarpus

: shaft of an ox-sized animal. Decoration
turned.

A 1034 B 44 Counter Bone, made from a Yong hbone shaft
of an ox~sized animal-probably
farned.

A 1133 B 48 Awrl Bone— alightly faceted- long hone

shaft of an ox-sized animal,
ARBR78 B 52 Bone object! Targe unqulate rih fragment, with
chon marks— nrohahly butchery,

Unworkar?,

Site Code CAR BZ? AMN

A 1282 B A3 ning? Manufactured from a trangvaerse section
of a lona bone of a large ox-sized

animal,

A 31195 3 54 Dol han?ie Inrge metataraal, Prowimal half with
Aiaral half sawn of £, Shaft and
nrrimal end slightly rounded to make
a smooth avlindar, 5lot on Aistal end
made bv Arilling throogh shaft.

N Frpt cf. Ox =ihin. Zhatt fragment, aavn nff

.
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A 1308 B 56 <55> Saquare piece

A 1461 B 58

A 1507 B 59

A 1771 B 40

A 1675 B 6l

with perforation

Pin

Counter

Pin fragment

of shaft. Thused fragment?

Square bone “washer” made from a shaft
piece of a long hone from an ox-sized
animal. Avparently worked with a file.

Made from a long hone shaft-probably
ox-sized,

Made from a long hone (prohably a
metapodial) shaft of an ox—sized
animal.

Male from the shaft of a long hone
nrobably an ox—gized animal.

WorkeAd fragment Red deer antler. Fragment of worked

Part of worked
Ox scanula

Site Code CAR 83 ANN

A 1706 B 62

A 2113 B A3

A 2183.2 13 64

A 2226.2 B 66

A 2431 B &7

Nisonssion

Part of object

Fragment

Decorater?
fraoment

Part nf Ohiject

Pin

and hollowed antler beam.

Ox Scapula, left. The spine and thoracic
margin have heen shaved dowm to make

a flat obiject. The scapula blade has a
hole cut in it.

Ox scapula, right side. Spine shaved off
and edges smootherd, Distal end sawn off.

Tnworked fragment of hone. Possibly

from a nasal bone.

Fraoment of antler cortex, split{chopped)
longitutinally after the surface pattern
and arooves had been worked.

Small carved head piece with hole.
Ivory— prohably elephant,

Made from the shaft of a Jong bone
of an ox—asizesd animal.

The vins, counters an? awl in this collection are manufactured from
lona  hones, Tinfortunately these ohiects rarely bear
sufficient characteors for more wrecise identificakion and this is Erne

the shafts

also of the dice,
tyme of item are illustrated
finds  {Raclkham,

,,,,,

Pogsible bones nsed in the making of these of this
in the rermort on the Blackfriarg small

n.1.). Tha shafts of what are orobhably cattle hones
were uzed for a numher of other findg; B 53 - a framment of a ring of
bone; B 55 - which may either bz an offcut or the waste from hutchery

T
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- a small smare pizce of hone  in



which the hone laminae are clearly visible in section.

Two fragments of red deer antler were identified, both objects
heing made from the hard outer cortex of the antler beam. Two objects
are made from cattle scapulae from which the spine has heen removed
and shaved down to make a large flat plate or shovel like obhject -
hoth are further worked.

One object is made from what is almost certainly elephant ivory.
This is the only “exotic” raw material, all the other finds are made
from material readily availahle locally in Carlisle. It is just
nossible that ivory may have been available in this country, there are
records of buried mammoth ivory in good enough condition to turn into
chess pieces, but importation of the finished object or possibly the
raw ivory from Mediterannean or African sources seems more ITikely,

Two  items recorded as small finds are definitely unworked and
almost certainly unused; ane a butchered fragment of rib, B 52, and
the second an unidentifiable fragment vossibly from a nasal bone.
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