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IBERIAN POTTERY FROM NEWTON A1300T, DEVON 
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(DOE Ceramic Petrology Project) 

Department of Archaeology, University of Southampton 

In t ·roduc tion 

A number of sherds suspected of being S~anish imports, recovered from excavations 

at Newton Abbot, were submitted for detailed fabric analysis. After an initial 

_·macroscopic examination with the aid of a binocular microscope ( x20 ), the majority 
_ .. "\k 

of the sherds were thin - sectioned and studied under the petrological micrOscope. 

Munsell . colour charts are referred to together with free descriptive terms. 

Results 

Red micaceous 'Meriola-tyoe' ware (NA 83 /222; NA 808/51; NA 83/840; NA83 /758; 

NA 83 /87~ NA 83 /400; NA 808/25; NA 83/721; NA 83/337; NA 83 /105) -- -

A group of ten sherds in a hard, fairly smooth, normally light red (lOR 6/6 to 6/8) 

-· micaceous fabric. 111in sectioning of some of these sherds shows frequent grains 

of quartz and flecks of mica, together with some plagioclase and potash felspar, 

quartzite and iron ore. This material falls within the fabric range of Nediaeval 

and post-11ediaeval Iberian red micaceous oottery. This distictive ware seems to 

have been made at a variety of places in both Spain and Portugal over a fairly 

long time span, rather than at a single centre (\Jilliams, 1979). The individual 

production centres have yet to be recognized with certainty and their fabrics 

characterized. 



'I sR.he la po 1 vc hrorw 1 (NA ROA/2 94) 

Thin sectioning shows that the fabric contain~ fr.ecluent grains of 

quar tz, with some flecks of mica and a little plngioclase felspar 

and cryptocrystalline limeRtone. The slwrd fron Uewton Abbot i tt 

similar to sherds of I sa bela po lycln•or.w prnviouR ly analyzed from 

Cleeve Abbey, Sor.wrset and Exeter. Andalusia, possibly Seville, has 

been mentioned as a lil~ely source fo r Isahelo. polychrome (Goggin, 19nR, 

126~12 8), and the above material cor.lJ>ares favo11rnhly with a sample of 

loGal clay from Seville. However, the principal inclusions are all of 

a fai r ly cor.1mon nature, and as nuch of the Iberian Peninsula is 

composed of !=:edimentary rocks, other sources should not he ruled out 

at this st~p,e. 

Lcad - ·lYlazecl !':herd (HA 83) . 

Light red ( 1 OR 6/ (, - 5/8) sandy fal>ric vi th lirHHJton~ inc 1 us ions, 

covered hy a thick strong bro'm (7. 511! '3/n - 4/6) gla~e. Thin section in~ 

_ shows frequent grains of quartz, snall pieces oi' crYJ1tocrystalline 

limes-tone, limestone voids, norr.<ally vi th a white hazy reaction rim 
. - -

surround, flecks of mica, quart:~:itc and pln.gioclase felapsr. An origin 

for this shercl in an area of ~wclinentn.ry rocks is su~r;ested by the 

pP.tro]ogy, hut it 1s difficult to pinpoiat with any certainty a particul 

source within the Iberian Peninsula (cf. Hannoni, 1982; Vince, 1982). 
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