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Two sar.1ple~ of Roman decorated tile were suhni tted from 

Edington for thin sectioning and study under the petrological 

microscope. The object being to ~ee if both tiles share a .similar 

fA-bric, and by implication a sir.liln.r source. One of the tiles (155. 

1975) displays a eor.1bed decoration, ,.,hile the other (unr.larked) shm·•s 

a dia.moncl and lattice pn.ttern (cf. Lowther, 1948, Group 5). 

Under the microscope _ the combed tile shoved fr<~q_uent well-sortecl 

subangular quartz grains, average si7.e up to O.JOr.lm across, together 

with ~ome flecks of mica and n littlH quartzite. The stnmped tile · 

appears to he in a different fabric to this, displaying a groundmass 

of subnngular quartz grains, average size 0.05mm and under, vith a 

scatter of larger grains up to o.60nrn across, together with flecks 

of mica, quartzite and a little flint. Since hoth tiles contain 

fairly c ammon inc 1 us ions it is clifficul t to .suggest likely origins, 

whether local or imported from sone di.stance. 'l1he different fabrics 

of these tiles would .seem to sugr,est t.hat they were made at two 

separate centres. 
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