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Introduction 

A num_ber of mediaeval sherds from the "local" coarseware fabric. series representing 

the large amount of material recovered from recent excavations at Poole, \Verc~ 

submitted for detailed fabric examination in thin section under the petrological 

microscope. In addition, heavy mineral separation was carried out on the 

larger s'""Pl~ shards. The main objectives of the analysis ~<ere: (1) •:.o conHxm 

the validity of a provisional fabric identification in the hand-specimen (copy 

attached) and {2) to see if it is possible to tell if ccrtah; of the fabdcs 

might have been made in the Poole area. Poole is situated on alluvium deposits 

closeby to Tertiary heathlands composed predominantly of Bagshot Beds. 

\ 
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Petrology 

(l) Fabric 1 

CP M9 I L3 D255 no.737 (sample 1) 

D 763 - Red painted ware, Dorset (sample 2) 

No.873 - Dorset applied strip ware (sample 3) 
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A scatter of ill-sorted subangular grains of quartz ranging up to 1.50mm in size, 

together with a little flint or chert and iron ore, all set in a clean, fine-textured 

anisotropic clay matrix. A heavy mineral separation on samples 1 and 2 both 

produced residues in "hich there was a high tourmaline content, although the total 

heavy mineral count was compa ra ti vely small in each case. However, the tourmaline 

content of these samoles recalls the tourmaline-rich fabric of Romano-British DBl 

(black-burnished ware category 1), Hhose centre of production has been sho1m to 

lie in the Tertiary sands region comprising the ~<estern shores of Poole Harbour 

and the heathlands south of \larebmn (Hilliams, 1977, Group 1). It is quite possible, 

therefore, that Fab_ri.c 1 was also made on the Tertiary sands region, perhaps 

situated closeby to Poole itself, as the distribution of certain types of vessel 

·>lithin this fabric group seems to be fairly localized (sec else~<here). 

(2) Fabric 2 

No.803 p 8 (sample 4) 

A fairly similar fabric to Fabric 1, but with a slightly smaller range of quartz 

grains, A heavy mineral separation produced very few non-opaque grains. 

(3) Fabric 3 

PM9 IL3 D235 no.767 (sample 5) 

Frequent subangular grains of quartz, average size 0.20mm-0.60mm, together ~<ith 

some flint or chert and iron ore set in a fairly clean, fine-textured anisotropic 

clay matrix. A heavy mineral separation produced little in the ~<ay of non-opaques 

except for a feH grains of zircon. 
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No. 1012 ~ 3 6 - anth ro~omor~hic spou t ( s ample 6). 

PM9 1 F50 D146 (sam?le 7) 

Frequent su bangu la r qua rtz grains, average s ize D.20mm-O.BOmm, with a f ew slightly 

l a rger 	grains, togethe r wi t h a li t t le iron ore. 

(5) 	 Fa bric 6 

DB79 r36 (s ample B). 

A fairly similar fab :':'.lC to Fa bric 5. A hea vy mineral separation pr oduc ed only a 

few grains of zi r con. 

(6) 	 Fab ric 7 

tlo. ')?2 r39 - \~ e s ~ ex r ed Hares 1S / 16th centuri.::,s A.D. ( s ,2:Ilp le 9) 

Frequen t Hell-so rted s ub a~ular qua rtz grains, a verage s i z e a.iSmro-a. 30mm, toge ther 

wi th fl ecks of mica, a few gra ins of microcline felspar, a little limeston e and 

rounded light brown grains of what might be limonite (altered glaucon i t e), thou gh 

precise i dentification is di ff i c ult due to the hea vy s ta ini ng of ma ny of the 

gra ins. Gl aucon i te is c ommonly connected with Greensand and associated depos its , 

but also occ urs in th e Reading Beds, Thanet Sands and parts of t he London Clay. 
\ 

Sma ll areas of Rea ding Beds and London Clay are to be found some 4~ miles to the 

north-west of Poole, t hough as comparativel y l i ttle Wess ex red wares and black 

wares occur at t he ~ite , a source f urther away is probably l i ke ly. A hea vy 

mineral se[lara t i on prod uced a mo dera t e amount o f zi rcon together wi th a li t t le 

kyanite and r u tile. 

http:fab:':'.lC
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(7) f a b r i c 9 


Sto bo rough ki ln l7/18th centuri es A.D. (sample 10) 


Fr equent we l l -sor t e d subs ngu la r qua rtz grains, ave rage si z e O.lOmm-O.40 mm, 

together \"ith II p iece o r two of fli nt and some iron ore, set i n a fa irly clean, 

fi n e- t exture d a. n is o tropic cl ay ma t r i x. A he<:lVY mineral separat ion pro duc ed a 

la r ge number of zi rco n s together with a little kyanite, andalusite and rutile. 

The s u ite of heavy minerals from this MediaevDl sherd appears t o be quite 

dif f erent to l ha t o bta ined from Romano-British BEl 'wa sters' as soc i a ted wi th 

th e s i t e (H illia ms, 1977, 135). The results presumably indica t e that d i f ferent 

c lays (or sand temp e r ) \'lere used a t the si te du r ing the Me dia eval and Roman 

periods. 

C Ol1li11 e li ts 

I t is d i fficult to be too dogmatic in characterizing the a bo ve fab r ics, f i r stly 

bec a us e the range of i ncl usions appears very similar in the majority of c ases, 

a nd s econdly because it has on l y been possible to exa mine a small n umber of samples 

f rom each of t he f abri c group s. More sampl i n g may highlight certa i n fabr i c 

features or it may lead to a bl urring of fabri cs be twe en the g ro up s. Howeve r, on 

t h e a bove e vi dence Fa b ric 1 does seem t o be d i fferent from the r ema i n ing fabr i cs. 

Lik e Poo l e , Stobo r ough
\ 

lies on alluvium and Bagshot Beds, ye t there a ppea rs t o 

be a signi ficant diffe r ence betwe en t h e h eavy mineral residues o f the s h e rd 

fro m the ki ln si te at Stoboro ugh and Fabric 1 ( i f we r egard t h e latter fab r ic 

as pro bably being pr oduced in the Poole a r ea - see e ls ewhere ). Apart from 

Fa bric 7, t he rema 1.nder o f the fabric g r oups are less dis tinctive, and it is 

d i ff i cul t t o sa y wh e re they arc like ly to have been made. Though gi ven t he 

common f ea t ureswhich many o f them s ha r e, it is qui te po s s i b le tha t t h ey a ll 

could have been made in the general Pool e Ha r bo ur - Wareham reg i on. 



Hilliams, D.F. (1977) 'The Romano-British black-burnished indus try: an essay 

on characterization by heavy rninera l analysis', in 
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Poole Pottery Report Notes 

The Poole monograph is expected to be complete by about September 1984 
certainly by March 1985. The catalogue of the report of ~1050 pots 
(including ~250 imported vessels) is complete and it remains to quantify 
the pottery and finalise the introduction. On the basis of the 1050 or so 
published pots the following nine main fabrics have been identified. 
However these are not finalised and the number will be reduced. 

Fabric 1. 95% cook pots in this fabric .. Medieval. Also Poole red-painted 
ware jugs and applied strip jugs in this fabric. About 40% of 
medieval jugs.(Samples 1-3). Red-painted ware rare at Wimborne 
6 miles away, therefore source probably local. 

Fabric 2. In ~.15th century pots are mainly made in this fabric. (Sample 4). 

Fabric 3. Medieval jug fabric (30% of jugs) Sample 5. 

Fabric 4. Cancelled. 

Fabric 5. Medieval jug fabric. Two samples 6 & 7 supplied. There are two 
anthropomorphic spouts, (one in(cluded) which are not paralleled 
elsewhere. 20% of Medieval jugs in this fabric. 

Fabric 6. Medieval jug fabric.~bout 30%1 Sample 8 

Fabric 7. Wessex Red and Black wares. Sample 9. 15th/16th century. 

Fabric 8. Verwood. No sample. 

Fabric 9. 17th/18th century. Kiln at East Holme, near Wareham. Sample 10. 

Comments 
·~-

Petrological examination could 

1 
2 
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Fabric 1. 
Fabric, 3. 
Fabric 5. 

Fabric 6. 

Fabric 7. 

Fabric 9. 

.. 

Confirm distribution evidence that this is locally made. 
Is this local? 
White fabric may suggest Ball Clay and Wareham area. Note 
one anthropomorptc spout found at Stoborough half mile from 
Wareham and site Of local Fabric 9 ki~n. 

Seems to merge into Fabric 1 and Fabric 5. Source? 

Wessex Red-wares and Blackwares occur in Dorset/Hampshire. 
Possibly not worth sectioning. 

Is fabric 9 same as fabric 5 perhaps suggesting fabric 5 
from Wareham area . 



-- common with the rest of Southern England salt glazed finewares, slip 
decorated coarsewares, creamwares and ultimately transfer printed 
wares peneterated the southern market fro~ the northern potteries 
situated at centre~ such as Stoke on Trent. 

(Comments on the pottery sequence will be re-drafted when tabulation 
is further advanced) 

The Local Fabrics 

Eight main local fabric types have been defined and the remaining 
fabrics are described individually. Fabrics 1-6 are use~ on pots 
that are handmade, perhaps on a turntable, whilst fabrics 7 and 8 are 
used on wheelthrown vessels. · 

' Fabric 1. Rough hard sandy fabric with moderate quantities of 
ill-sorted rounded and sub-angular quartz <1mm with some angular 
flint <1mm. The fabric is pink-buff when oxidised and grey/black 
when reduced. This fabric is the standard local coarseware fabric 
mainly in the 13th/14th century and was used for cooking pots 
including those with bifi~ rims, red painted jugs, and applied strip 
jugs. Three variants occur(a) a variant with abundant quartz 
inclusions mainly used for reduced cooking pots (b)a sandy variant 
with few inclusions used for jugs and oxidised cooking pots or jars 
and (c) a variant with less sand and fewer inclusions often fired 
harder. 

Fabric 2. A hard smooth light buff slightly orange-pink fabric 
containing well-sorted quartz sand <0.5mm. Occasional well-sorted 

·rounded red-brown inclusions <1mm. This was a common coarseware 
fabric in the 15th/16th century. 

Fabric 3. Fine hard light buff slightly pink fabric, sometimes 
sandy, sparse well-sorted red-brown inclusions <0.5mm. Some medievai 
jugs with external mottled green glaze are in this fabric. 

Fabric 4. Hard sandy light yellow-buff to orange fabric with rare 
orange grog inclusions <3mm. A few medieval cooking pots and other 
v~ssels are in this fabric. 

Fabric 5. Hard off-white fabric with rare well-sorted rounded quartz 
<1mm. Some medieval jugs with a light yellow glaze are in this 
fabric. 

Fabric 6. Hard off white sandy fabric with occasional rounded quartz 
<1mm, organic inclus~ons and well-sorted red inclusions <0.5mm. Some 
medieval jugs with external yellow/green glaze and dark brown 
iron-washed applied strips are in this fabric. 

Fabric 7. Hard buff fabric with some sand, rounded quartz <1mm and 
rare sub-angular inclusions of quartz or ironstone <5mm. This fabric 
when fired hard is the fabric of the 15th/16th century Wessex red 
wares and black wares (Jarvis 1983,53) and a few examples occur at 
Poole. Some pottery is intermediate between fabric 1 and 7. 

Fabric 8. Hard off-white to pink-buff smooth fabric with rare red 
grog inclusions. This is the fabric of.the Verwood and district 
17th/early 20th century post-medieval coarsewares and is usually 
glazed a~ber or olive although grPen and brown glazed wares were also • 
made. 

'·Dorset Red Painted Wares and.Applied Strip Wares. 
< 


