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Abingdon, OUxon.'!
by Roger Thomas, R.A. Chambers and 5ob Wilson
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ones and Shells. (Bob Wilsen)

results of examination are given in Table 1. This also
the results of taking one bucketful of seil frow c. 1.00

-

in Fl? and sieving with a wesh of 2 ww. Note the wmany

small amd burnt f fragments., Numerous Romano~EBritish sherds but
no mediaeval ones were retrieved., Consequently the records of

small an

imals are believed to be reliable.

The Iron Age and early Roman sccupational debris is similar to
that at mest regional sites of this period, vet it contrasts with

a few,
Althouagh

for example at nearby Barton Court Farm villa ().
the difference reflects that between Celtic and

Romanised settlewments, the associated pattern of husbandry and

econdmy
Belaic
gattern
possibly

could have differentiated during the Late Iren fRge or

period. Im Abingdon itself, evidence of the earlier

was found also at East and West St. Helen Streets, but
at Rroad Street changes in the economy are indicated by

sacond to fourth century AD deoosits ().

At this

site, another sign of the *Celtic’ pattern is the age

data. 29% of the 14 sheep epiphyses from three features, and

Mandible

Wear Stages ( ) of Y9e lle & 32 indicate the killing of

sheep relatively yvoung although it is possible to see this as a
marketing pattern of the early Roman period.

Table 1. Freguency of bone and shell fragments at
5t. Helen’s Mews, Abingdon

Period Iron ARge & Romano—Hritish Sieved Mediaeval

Sample 12-13th cent
7

Feature 8 4 1 y.e 6 Total FIF Total

Cattle - 3 2 2 1 a 1 &

Sheen/aoat - = 14 Sa 2 25 19 3

Pig 1 1 4 1 1 a8 - 3

Horse - - + - - + -

Mouse, of

fpodenys so - = =~ - - - + -

Total i 10 20 6 & 41 20 18

Unidentified - 8 z28 - 2 38 278 25

Burnt - 1 i - - Z 80 1

Domestic fowl - - - - -~ - b 1

Other bird - - - - - - 2 -

Fish - - - - - - &° -

Human infant - - Se - - - - '
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at Including horm core of goat.
bt With eag shell. cf. domestic fowl. Mhmmmw
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ot The fish include pike Esox lucius L, eef mg&mmﬂa(t.),smmlmd« C_ﬁgf steus qcukahg
di The only mollusc uresent was Theodoxis fluviatilus
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