
-flNIc liflrr . I,' rom: 'Archaeological Inveutigations at St. Helen's Mews, 

Abingdon, Oxon.' J{J]{ 

I 

by Roger 'thomas, R.A. Chambers and bob Wilson 

Oxoniensia, forthcoming 

;t-- !it"·~s ~) ~ J C)~ • 

/' 
Rnimal Bones and Shells. (Bob Wilson) 

General results of examination are given in Table 1. This 
comoares the results of taking one bucketful of soil from c. 
m. deeD in F17 and sievinq with a mesh of 2 mm. Note the 
sl'J'lall a~d burnt l:. fr'agl'J'lents: NU'YlerOlls ROIYJano-Br'itish sherds 
no O',ediaeval ones wel'e ret l'ieved. Consequently tfle recol'ds 
small animals are believed to be reliable. 
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The Iron Rge and early Roman occuoational debris is similar to 
that at (t,ost regional sites of this pel'iod, yet it contl'asts witfl 
a few, for example at nearby Barton Court Farm villa I. 
Rlthough the difference reflects that between Celtic and 
Romanised settlements, the associat~d oattern of husbandry and 
economy could have differentiated during the Late Iron Rge or 
Belgic oeriod. In Rbingdon itself, eVidence of the earliel' 
oattern was fOlnld also at East and West St. Helen Streets, but 
oossibly at Broad Street changes in the economy are indicated bv 
second to fourth century RD depOSits ( ). 

1-'>' At this site, another Sign of the' Celtic' oattern is the age 
data. 29_ of the 14 sheen eoiphyses from three features, and 
Mandible Wear Stages ( ) of ge lie & 32 indicate the killing of 
sheep relatively young although it is posSible to see thiS as a 
marketing pattern of the early Roman period. 

Table 1. Frequency of bone and shell f ragO',ent s at 
st. Helen's Mews, Abingdon 

Peri od I ron Age & ROIf,ano-B ri t ish Sieved Mediaeval 
Samole 12-13th ceni 

Feature 8 4 1 )} 6 Total F/f Total 

Cattle 3 2 2 1 8 1 6 
Sheeq/goat 6 14 3a 2 25 19 9 
Pig 1 1 4 1 1 8 3 
Horse + + 
MOLlse, cf 
Spodemus sq. + 

Total 1 10 20 6 4 41 20 18 

Uni dent i f i ed 8 28 2 38 278 ~,~ 
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Burnt 1 1 2 80 1 
DOlflest i c fowl 71b 1 
Other 
Fish 
Human 
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Including horn core of goat. 
With egg shell· cot. dOlf,estic fowl. ,,,.,id bOl1 .. a idlle'eified ) 
by E. l111i"oll , " 
The fi sh i nclllde pike ~ I~ Lyeel ~"';I'" ~.;/I.(~.);tic.kt.~ Gj.,st_.t....so.c.""*' 
The only If,ollllSC oresent was Tbeodoxis fluviatilus -""Tr,':J( 
(ident i fied b~ I'(Iprk Robinson). C.::l"""'~ ~" Mw a.U.o bG.-. d,,~CA1 w~.....1 Ii ~ .. t"iDI.1 l.....-. ...... " :1' • J • • • - ~ 


