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1) Sma 11 ~mm3 rked bo dy-sherd 

!lard, fairly smooth s a ndy fabric, red and bl ack slip on the ou ter surface, 

red slip on the inner, with a light buff c ore. Thin sec t ionin g and study under 

the petrological micro s cope revea ls li~tle else but frequent s ubang ular quartz 

grains and a little sandstone, giving no real indication of origins. 

2) A numb e r of sm:1Ll abraided : ra r;mcnts of a glaze d dish 

These sherds have obviousl y suffered fro:n adverse burial conditions, the 

greeny-yellow glaze is fairly soft and the white clay body is somewhat friable. 

Thin sectioning and study under the ~etrological microscope shows that the 

clay body has a high limestone cont ent. We can therefor e rule out the suggest ion 

(made else1vnere) th a t this was a 'Victorian ' dinner plate ma de f rom the local 

Cornish de posits of China Clay, a s the mineralogy is quite different to wh a t 

one would expect for this type of clay. HoHever, it is at present difficult to 

pu t forw a rd a likely origin or date for the vessel, except to speculate 

that because o~: the fine - texture of the clay body it is probably of post-Mediaeval 

manufac t.u ·re. 
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