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PELROLOGICAL #XAALNATION OF DIIRIEEN Y JENTHRY BRICKS

FALY R 0RO LONTON

D.F. Williams, Ph.D.,F.S.A.
(DOE Ceramic Petrology Project)

Department of Archaeology, University of Southampton

Three samples of early mediaeval bricks of likely thirteenth century date

were submitted for thin section examination under the petrological microscope.
The main object of the analysis was to compare the fabrics of the bricks to

see 1f they might share a common origin - thought likely on documentary evidence
to be Flanders (see elsewhere). Munsell colour charts are referred to, together

with free descriptive terms.

AM Lab., no. 802772 From West curtain - 3rd loop North of Bell Tower.

Hard, rough sandy fabric, grey (2.5YR N6/) outer surface (heavily affixed with
mortar), orangy-buff (S5YR 7/6-7¢5YR 7/4) core. Thin sectioning shows frequent
subangular grains of quartz, average size 0,10-0.40mm. across, flecks of mica,

?chert, limestone, some argillaceous material and red iron ore.

AM Lab. no. 802773 From Tower Hill Postern.

Hard, rough sandy fabric, grey (10YR 6/1) outer surface, pale yellow (5Y 8/4)
core. Thin sectioning shows a similar range of inclusions to AM Lab, no, 802772

above, but with a much higher proportion of limestone.
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AM Lab, no. 820416 From Legge's Mount, layer C:l [i}

Hard, rough sandy fabric, light red (2.5YR 6/8) outer surface, darker red core
(10) 3/6). Thin sectioning shows frequent well-sorted subangular quartz grains

0.10mm and under in size, together with some flecks of mica and a little felspar.

Commen ts

The range of non-plastic inclusions nresent in the above three brick samples
are too common to indicate source areas without suitable comnaranda from known
origins. Sample no.3 {AM Lab, no. 320416) annears to be in a quite different
fabric to the other two bricks. While nos 1 and 2 (AM Lab nos. 802772 and
820416) share some common featureswhich may suggest production in the same

general area.
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LIST OF TECHNOLOGICAL SAMPLES SENT TO THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS LABORATORY

-

Pleage contact Leo Biek (01-734-6010 x 529} or Justine Bayley (;<533} before ydu excavate or at least while you e
excavating. We need to gsee structures In situ and can usually arrange to visit at short notice.

site: Toived oF LenDonN  griomer _ SHEET NO  |_
COUNTY! CAN® EXCAVATION DATE

PERIOD: Me d DATE SENT Ap«/M,M' (950

EXCAVATOR'S NAME, ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR FUTURE COMMUNICATION.
PECAUm R 233 | 23 Sunite Renu

MATERIAL: Plecase compiete.a separate sheet for each catagory ringing the approp':lala material(s).

RAW MATERIALS Clay/Coal/Ore/Sund

STRUCTURES Furnace/Hearth/Kiln/Quven/Tank

CRUDE PRODUCTS Bloom/Enamel chre/Glass bun/Ingot/Pig

WASTE , “AshiAross/Slag

BUILDING MATERIALS C‘miﬁumt daub/Floor/Mortar/Plaster/Tile

OBJECTS ] chnological examination rather than conservation)
VESSELS ETC . Alembic/Crucible/Palette/Potsherds i

OTHER MATERIALS Char/Food residue/Pigment/Other

Please seni these llsts to RECORDS OFFICE, ROOM 522, FORTRESS HOUSE, 23 SAVILE ROW, LONDON
W1X72HE, undor soparate cover, Boxes should be labelled ON THE OUTSIDE with sile name and contents

and should coniain identitication label. .

v

WORK CANNOT BEGIN UNLESS LISTS ARE RECEIVED

Full details of Archaeoloelcal and Stratigraphic context and Problem
to be Investigated. Please include skelch plan and gection, phetographs

and colour slides.
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OBJECTS ‘or lechnological examination rather than conservation)
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OTHER MATERIALS Char/Food residue/Pigment/Other
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Full detalls of Archaeological and Stratigraphle context and Froblam
to be Investigated. Please Include sietch plan and section, photographs

and colour slides.
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