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D. f. williams, Ph.D., f.S.A. 

(DOE Ceramic Petrology Project) 

Department of Archaeology, University of Southampton 

Three samples of early mediaeval bricks of likely thirteenth century date 

were submitted for thin section examination under the petrological microscope. 

The main objec t of the analysis was to compare the fabrics of the bricks to 

see if they might share a common origin - thought likely on documentary evidence 

to be Flanders (see elsewhere). Munsell colour charts are referred to, together 

with free descrilltive terms. 

AM Lab. no. 802772 From West curtain - 3rd loor North of Bell Tower. 

Hard, rough sandy fabric, grey (2.5YR N6/) outer surface (heavily affixed with 

mortar), orangy-buff (5YR 7/6-7.5YR 7/4) core. Thin sectioning shows frequent 

subangulnr grains of quartz, average size O.10-0.40mm. across, flecks of mica, 

?chert, limes tone, some argillaceous material and red iron ore. 

AM Lab. no. 802773 Prom Tower Hi 11 Pos tern. 

liard, rough sandy fabric, grey (lOYR 6/1) outer surface, pale yellow (5Y 8/4) 

core. Thin seC tioning ShONS .1 simi 1,3f ranp,e of inclusions to AJ'1 Lab. no. R02772 

above, but with a much higher proportion of limestone. 
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MI La b. no. 820416 ['rom Legge's 110un t, layer @' f!x 

Hard, rough sandy fabric, light red (2.5Yil 6/8) outer surface, darker red corc 

(101{ 3/6). fhin sectioning shows frequent well-sorted subangular quartz grains 

0.10mm and under in size,· together \od th some flecks of mica and a li ttle felspar. 

Commen ts 

The range of non-plastic inclusions nresent in the above three brick sam~les 

are too common to indicate source areas without suitable com~)aranda from known 

origins. Sample no.3 (,111 Lab. no. 820416) a~nears to be in a quite different 

fabric to the other two bricks. lihile nos 1 and 2 (AM Lab nos. 802772 and 

820416) share some common feature.which may suggest production in the same 

general area. 
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LIST OF TECHNOLOGICAL SAMPLES SENT TO THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS LABORATORY 

Please contact loo Blok (01-734-6010 X 529) or Justine Bayley (.533) b.lore you excavato or at loa.t while you 8 

txcavatfng. We need to see structur~s In situ and can usually arrange 10 vi. II. at short nollco. 

GRID REF SHEET NO 1 
COUNTVI 

PERIOD: 

EXCAVATION DATE 

DATE SENT 

EXCAVATOR'S NAME, ADDRESS AND TElEPflONE NUMBER FOR FUTURE COMMUNICATION. 

~~Cv((~W R. 233 ) 2.3 5: "-,,.i.e. ~ , 
MATERIAL: PicaBo complete.a separate sheet for each category ringing the appropriate materlal(a). 

RAW MATERIALS 
STRUCTURES 
CllUDE PRODUCTS 
WASTE , 
BUILDING MATERIALS 
OBJ£CTS 
VESSELS ETC 
OTHEIl MATERIALS 

ClaylCoallOrelSund 
fi'urnaccillcarth/K i/n/Oven/Tank 
Bloom/Enamel cline/Glass bun/Ingot/Pig 

··Jl.Slr/l.lross/Slag 
Brick/v urnt daubll?loor/Moriar/P las ter/Tile 

--...c.u<-rechnological examination rather than conservation! 
AlembiclCruciblelPalette/Potsherds 
Char/Food residue/PigmentlOther ............... _ ...... __ ._ .... ____ ..... __ . ______ .. _. 

Please senl these lists to RECORDS OFFICE: ROOM 522, FORTRESS HOUSE: 23SAVIlE ROW, LONDON 
W1X 2HE, undor soparate covor. Boxes should be labelled ON THE OUTSIDE with sLle name Dnd contents 
and should conlaln Identification label. . 

WORK CANNO, BEGIN UNLESS LISTS ARE RECEIVED 

fixcavator'. No Full details 01 Archaeological and Slrntigraphlc conlext and ProblQm 

Sepamte enlry AM Lab No 10 be Investigated. Please Include sketch plan and section, photographs 

for each Item and colour slides. 
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LIST OF TECHNOLOGICAL SAMPLES SENT TO THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS LA~ORATORY 
. '. '. ' . . ! I , • 

:' Plenoo conlact Loo Blek (01-734-6010 x 529) or JustlnG Baviey (.x~33) before yo~ O~C;YBto or al losnt ~'hilo you 91 

, excavating. \'Ie need 10 0011 clruclurea In allu and con usually arranee 10 vlsll at short notlcG. . , . 
. . , '. 
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/' '. SITe; L~~~~.:::, \!\.~,~, .·.· .. ORIO REF' ":<>".';',\'!' . S~~ET NO. y. , 

.cOUNTYI -C"~'L I:::\; ~~~'t\\:',' "', EXCAVATION OATE \\\\~~":,,~ ~~~, ',:.';\ 
PERIOD: '\."-~ ''\c.~~\..:.. '" ;OATE SENT \\ \\~~t.\'\. "\"2.. " . 
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· .... 1 

., EXCAVATOR'S NAME, ADOtlESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR FUTURE COMMUNICATION.' 

, ~~~" ~\\q,,\:k~, ,.' ~~\,:"'_ \\Il> ~l4-is<>~ 
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MATERIAL: Pleaso complato a aoparat?oheetfo(eaeh catogory ringing the approprlote malerlol(s). 

RAW MATERTALS 
STRUCTURES 
CRVDE PRODUCTS 
WASTE • 
BUILDTNG MATERIALS 
OBJ[;;CTS 
V ESS[;;LS ETC 
OTHER MATERIALS 

Clay/Coal/OrelSand 
FurnacelHearthlKiin/OvenlTank 
Bloom/Enamel cake/Glass bun/Ingot/Pig 

e ross/Slag , 
Brick urnt daublF'loor/Mortar/PlasterlTile 

or echnological examination rather than conservation} 
Alembic/Cruciblc/Palette/Potsherd .• 
Char/Food residue/Pigment/Other ,,,_._,. __ ,,_._,, ______ , _______ . ___ ,,_ 

Plea8e sent those lIato to RECORDS OFFICE,' ROOM 522, FORTRESS HOUSE: 23 SAVILE ROW, LONDON' 
W1X 2HE, under ceparste cover. Saxe. should be labelled ON THE OUTSIDE with slle name and contants 
~nd should contain Idontlflcatlon label. 

WORK CANNOT BEGIN UNLESS' LISTS ARE RECEIVED 

Exca~ator'a No 
$oparala 'entry 
for each Itom 

AM Lob No 
Full details of Archa.oloeleal nnd StratigraphiC context nnd ProblGtn 
to be Invesllgated. Please Includo sketch plan and section, photogrophs 
and colour slides. 
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