
bones Nere recovered from sieved deposits in Roman ] f.:' I..',":'] :.'.' 

dating from the mid firsr to the mid third centuries of Nh1ch 92% 
Nere unidentifiable . The high proportion of unidentifiable bon F.:-

was either too fragmentary for identif1cati on~ or classified as 
fin ray and rib fragments~ these rarely have distinguishing marks 
permitting identification to spec1es. 

The fol.lowing species were identified; 
Siilmonidae 
:::: i:i.l i:tr more ····· -····· ····· ···· 

(the .large specimens seem 
c.iose.iy than trout &~I~Q 

to resemble salmon~ 
Lt.:.lJL:t.~-" ,,-

~~Cl~~~i~~J~ p.laice (E£~~CQ~~~t~~ Ql~:t.~~~~)~ and fl ounder 
reJ~ti~~thY~ fit~~~ ) . In addition the thick-.lipped grey mullet 
(ChtlQ~ l~tCQ~~~)~ ballon wrasse (L0tc~~ ttCYYlt~J~ and mackerel 
( ;i· :;_ Q. !!!. ~~- ~~ !.:. 
mExtt.7· r.ia.l Jr 
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-r·l- ... 
1 ltr::· most striking feature of the identified fish remains 1s 
importaii.-:::e_-· oi· sa.lmonids and eels~ in.-.J.ic:atir,\} 
major ity of fish consumed were from a freshwater f.isher\i" 

tht.:." 
Ll-'!e 
The 

salmonid remains~ 

resembled salmon 
as prev.iously mentioned more (~.lose] ·;/ 

·[: h E:i r.· ·t: r (.i U ·( :r included both mature dn,_:i sm;:'l/1 

young individuals • 6~ vertebral centra and two maxi.llaries f·.~-.. om 

.i9 samp.les dating from the mid 1st to the mid 2nd centuries were 
from these small individuals. 
on their way upstream to spawn 

Large salmon may have been caught 
on hook and iine~ or in traps such 

as ·sal mon bucks' which are stretched across the river (Wheeler 
similarly eels may have been caught 1n ·eel-bucks'~ 



same type of trap work ing 1n reverse~ catching the eels 
they descend t h e r i ver to the sea (!bid). !he you ng salmon ' parr 
1.".·: an remain in the stream up to three years before 
the sea (Nheeler 1978~ 79!~ whether these fish were a deliberate 
catch is open ro co njecture but Houghton (1879~ 

· ,oaJ·- r aboul.'- 6 .: ·- - i... ·- ·-
.lllf. .. llt::::.·. ·"' 

(·:o.lour -( () become 's molts ' they used to be caught by anglers in 
numb e r ::.:: before the law banned the capture ot :-=: uc.h ::::mail 1 ar qe 

f.i::.::h .... The s pec imens from Castle Street were from individuals 
Jess than 6 .inches~ but may never the less have been r~garded as 

Jhe proximity of the r1vers Caldew and Eden would 
have provided suitable areas for such fishing. 

The only marine fish to be found away from the shore would be the 
which Jives in moderately deep water~ near the 

bo~:·tom :r a1Lhouqh it can be found 1n shallower water during 
summer (Nheele r 1978~ 171). Hake would have been caught an l1nes 
possibly from a fishery operating in the Irish Sea. 
have been consumed in a salted or dried form. 

r h .i s i' .i .:-::: .h m a ·y-
-rhf~ rE· ma.rr: .i:n~:: 

ma1r .l n e identified~ even tentatively~ be 
inshore~ the thick -li pped grey mulJet 1s found in coastal waters~ 
especia11y harbour mouths~ estuaries and sandy bays (!bid 
and ,•.•./OU.l ·:'.f iliO:=:t likely have bee n caught on ho o k an .-:i 
balla n wrasse 1s com mon close to rocks and reefs from 2-3m to 20m 
( l b .i .-::1 and mackerel are found in larqe schools 1-·-.•h i c:h make 
seasonal migrations inshore and northwards during the summer 
(Jbid 326). Both plaice and fJounder can be found on the tide 
line where they feed~ and can be trapped. The plaice 1s mo st 
common trom 10-50m especially on sandy bottom:::: (]bid 354) and the 
flounder ~~ found from the shoreline to SSm~ and can also 
tolerate freshwater condition:::: (J bid 356) entering rivermouths. 

'' I '' I., ••. 
: ,• :<·:/ :.=.=:a r: o::J -~,/ :.:::horel.ine of the So.lway r·irth (~ ou.lo' 

suitable habitats fo r plaice~ flounder and mullet~ :.::uppori_-inq a 
·(.ishery· u:.:.:: .z n q .lines an cl an (i .:'.~ 1.'.' a s· o r .. a 1 .ir::.=.=:l';·or r.=? 

m :i ~;.or at .z (.>n :.=.-:: hake and mackerel would not necessitate 
water fishery for their capture . However the evidence from the 
fish bones from Castle Street indicates a pr efere nce for eel and 

:.=.=:a.lmor: (both J!iiJture ~·-.1 h .i i.".: h is .like ly· 
L. • . 
'-''/ availability of these two spec1es in loca.l 
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