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The pigments remaining on an Anglo-Saxon grave slab (AM840898) and an Anglo-

Saxon carved stone (AMB40899) were examined. The pigments were analysised
elementally using energy dispersive X-ray fluorescence (X.R.F.). Identification
of the major crystalline compounds present was carried out using X-ray diffraction
(X.R.D.) Some of the X.R.D. samples were treated with dilute hydrochloric

acid to remove any calcium carbonate in the sample.

AMBA40898 Fields of white and of red were present. The white pigment was

not distinguishable from the white ground which was below the red pigments.

The white pigment and ground were calcite {calcium carbonate, CaCo; }. Haematite
and quartz were detected by X.R.D. of the red pigment after acid treatment.

The pigment is haematite (iron oxide Fe; 0; ) and the quartz was probably from the
stone itself. Both calcite and haematite are common mineral pigments and their
use is not therefore surprising.

AMBA0899 Fields of white and of red with a white ground were present. The
pigments used were again calcite and haematite.
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